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WINTER EDITION 

In March a group of us at-
tended the NCRS National 
Judging Retreat in Grape-
vine, Texas.  
 
In April we had our First 
Chapter Judging Meet.  We 
had the opportunity to judge 
Joe Elliot’s 1998 convertible 
and Dan Klaus’s 1962.  Both 
Cars TOP FLIGHTED. 
 
Then a group of us headed to 
the Tulsa Chapter Judging 
Event.  After the event Bev 
and I hit the road.  After a 
short vacation we met up 
with the regular group at the 
Indiana Chapter Regional 
held in Auburn, Indiana.  
 
A normal person would start 
to think it was time to slow 
down, but that was not to 
be, as our club's activities 

actually picked up. 
 
In June it was time for our 
club's annual All Corvette Car 
show at Davis-Moore Chevro-
let.  As usual the show went 
off without a hitch, thanks to 
all our club members who 
helped. 
 
The next day we did our annu-
al road tour to All Wheels Day 
at Lake Afton. 
 
In July another group of club 
members headed to Warwick, 
RI for the NCRS National Con-
vention.  While at the conven-
tion Dave Houlihan picked up 
the club's TOP FLIGHT Award 
and more importantly, Dave 
accepted the NCRS President's 
Award for our Chairman Emer-
itus, Kurt Geis.  Also, Dave 

(Continued on page 2) 

As 2016 comes to a close, I 
would like to look back at 
the accomplishments of our 
club.  I have to say I think 
they are impressive. 
 
Starting with our 2015 Christ-
mas party which was held at 
the Coote's home, it turned 
out to be a party by candle 
light.  Pretty imaginative you 
might say, but in reality they 
had lost power just before 
everyone started to arrive.  
And wouldn’t you know, as 
we were leaving, the power 
returned! 
 
In January our judging chair-
man gave a tech seminar on 
how to align headlight buck-
et shafts and did so using on-
ly three pieces of wood and 
PVC pipe!  From here the 
year just got better. 
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NCRS Events Calendar 
 (National & Local) 

NCRS web site http://www.ncrs.org           
then click on the Events link. 
 
Or click the underline link for registration 
then enter your NCRS Forum credentials 
then click the event to register 
 

 Jan 14 Chapter Meeting & Judging School 

 Jan 11 -> 14 - Florida Regional @ Lakeland, FL 

 Jan 20 -> 22 - Starbird / Devlin @ Wichita, KS 

 Feb 3 -> 4 Swap Meet @ KS Coliseum  

 Feb 11  Chapter Meeting & Judging School 

 Mar 11  Chapter Meeting & Judging School 

 Apr 8  Chapter Meeting & Judging School 

 Apr 6 -> 8 - So. Cal. Regional @ Laughlin, NV 

 May 4 -> 6 - Heartland Regional @ Newton, IA 

 May 13 Chapter Meeting & Judging School 

 July 9 -> 13 - NCRS Nat’l @ San Antonio, TX 

 

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc. 

Established January 28th, 2009  

Officers & Committee Chairs 

Chairman  Rick Smiley   (316) 729-8388 

Vice-Chairman Dave Houlihan   (316) 682-9729 

Secretary  Jim Coote   (316) 789-0005 

Treasurer  Dallas Keller   (316) 200-4125 

Judging   Tracy Crisler  (620) 752-3131 

Chairman Emeritus Kurt Geis  

Newsletter Editors  Dale Green & Jim Coote 

Midway USA Chapter Merchandise 
Midway USA Chapter Banner 

2 x 5 is $25.00     3 x 7 is $57.40 

X-Press Signs & Graphics (has moved to) 

3845 W. Harry  (316) 613-2360 

Midway USA Name Tag 

$7.00 for either the magnetic or pin type 

Can be purchased at Apple Graphix 

2429 W Douglas Ave  (316) 942-5426 

Chairman Ramblings– Continued 

Houlihan and Steve Williams received their 400 point 
judges hats and Dave Gulley received his 300 point hat.  
Dave also accepted the position of Team Leader for 
1978-1982 Corvette class.  Jo Houlihan and Mary Gulley 
received their 200 point hats. 
 
Carl Alter and his newly restored 1960 Corvette won an 
award at the Automobilia Moonlight car show. 
 
Our newsletter editor, Dale Green, arranged a visit to 
Mark Bauer's custom car shop and then lunch at an El 
Salvadoran restaurant. 
 
Somewhere in here John Jones either won a pie or a 
pie eating contest at a local car show. 
 
In August we presented Kurt with his NCRS President's 
Award.  Kurt really appreciated this award.  
 
Then it was time for another Chapter Judging School.  
This time we had the privilege of judging Carl Alter's 
1960 Corvette and ended up earning a Top Flight 
Award. 
 
Then the Houlihans and Kellers were off on a two week 
journey to Carlisle, PA., where for three days they 
walked around buying parts and looking at Corvettes.  I 
have also heard they enjoyed sightseeing and visiting 
good places to eat. 
 
In September our editor again arranged for us to visit a 
local car collection, only this time we were to have our 
meeting there.  After a short meeting we were treated 
to a tour of the Smith car collection.  Very impressive. 
 
It was then time for Tulsa to have their second judging 
event, and as usual, the group headed Southeast for a 
day of visiting old friends, delivered an FI unit for re-
building and had the opportunity to judge a couple of 
really nice low mileage cars. 
 
Finally in October we had our annual club picnic that I 
have renamed Octoberfest.  Again we have Dale Green 

(Continued from page 1) 
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https://www.ncrs.org/forums/register/event-subscription.php


to thank for the use of his clubhouse.  
 
After a great picnic it was time for the group to 
head to Frisco, Texas for their annual Regional 
Judging event.   Most of you already know our 
very own Dave Houlihan is in charge of parking 
at the San Antonio Nationals in 2017.  Well, this 
was his warm up as he was in charge of parking 
88 cars in a space for 80.  And a good job he 
did.  Of course he had GOOD help. 
 
November was really a cool event.  For the first 
time our club had a Judging School on Standard 
Deductions using two cars of the same year, yet 
completely different.  The cars were both 63 
Split Windows.  The intention of the school was 
to be fun and get more club members involved.  
I believe that it was a success.  We have two 
'68 convertibles volunteered for the next school 
on Standard Deduction. 
 
Which brings us around to December, as we 
again look forward to a Christmas Party at the 
Coote’s home, with power this time we hope! 
 
Thanks to all of our members for making 2016 a 
great success. 
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year,   
 
Rick Smiley  
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Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc. 

P O Box 75273 
Wichita, Kansas  67209 

info.midwayusa@midwayusancrs.org 
 

Newsletter Editors  
Dale Green and Jim Coote 

 

Chapter Web Site 
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Midway USA Chapter 

of NCRS 

Davis-Moore 
Chevrolet 

8200 W. Kellogg 
Wichita, KS 

(316) 749-4000 

Chairman Ramblings– Continued 

San Antonio, Texas will be the location of next 
year's NCRS National Convention in July.  Henry B. 
Gonzalez Convention Center will serve as the 
Judging Field. Gonzalez Center's 182,000 square 
feet of exhibit hall will easily hold all of the 180+ 
Corvettes, vendors, and displays.  Texas Chapter 
is working to get 100-1967 Corvettes registered for 
display/judging, so if you know of anyone who 

owns one, please encourage them to 
bring it.  Host facility is on the River-
Walk within easy walking distance of 
the judging field - registration infor-
mation will be in Jan/Feb Driveline. 

2017 Nat’l Convention Update - Dave Houlihan 

Mark your dance card as the N.C.R.S. Board has 

approved Las Vegas for the 2018 National Conven-

tion (July).   

Dave Houlihan is looking for 

inside parking volunteers.  

The event will be at South 

Pointe Casino and should 

be memorable. 

 

Call Dave at (316) 682-9729 
Email Dave at jhdh@swbell.net 

2018 National Convention - Help with inside parking 

mailto:info.midwayusa@midwayusancrs.org
http://www.midwayusancrs.org


A few months back I mentioned I would like to have a 

Standard Deduction school using members' cars.  This 

way we could actually see what the issues were and un-

derstand the reason why the deductions were being 

made.  My intention for the school was to be fun and a 

teaching tool without all the pressure of an actual judg-

ing event.  To say I was excited about the event is an un-

derstatement.   I thought it was a HOOT!!!!!!!  

So, after the November meeting our chapter held a Judg-

ing School on Standard Deductions.  For the school we 

were fortunate to have the Keller’s and the Smiley’s '63 

Split Window Coupes.  The cars were parked and open for inspection when our club members arrived 

to start the school.  Armed with clip boards and judging sheets that Kerri Keller  put together, 20 of 

our members went to work.  As I said before, this 

was to be a fun event and judging from our mem-

bers' reaction they enjoyed this type of training.  

The questions were asked of the owners, Bev for 

the Smiley car and Kerri for the Keller's.  There 

weren’t many questions they didn’t answer.  Let 

me tell you, these two ladies knew their cars.  

After about an hour the judging was completed 

and the question and answer session started.  I 

represented the Keller's and Dallas represented 

the Smiley's car.  We did not plan it this way, it 

just happened.  HONEST!  We did each car separate and took the time to compare the differences 

between the two if needed.  Interesting enough the cars scored almost the same, yet different????  

Both cars were fairly original and I was happy to know that I had a "show car" paint job.  Total de-

duct!  Not bad for a car painted in 1985.  Speaking of paint, the Kellers were nailed on paint also.  

Yep, a pin stripe got them a total deduction on paint. 

Since I was not representing the car I was able to 

observe our members at work.  Of course there 

were some with their hands in their pockets just 

talking. You know who you are...  I am happy to 

say they all had a good time picking two rarely 

seen old Split Windows apart while getting a bet-

ter understanding of what the Standard Deduction 

process is all about.  

Rumor has it that we have two '68 roadsters vol-

unteered for another judging class. 
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The Same Yet Different - Rick Smiley 



The two take aways I learned from the "Standard Deduction 

School" were, 1) When you are judging an item that has a 

standard deduction you should look to see if the item meets 

the criteria "SD" first.  2) A standard deduction applies to 

originality only and creates consistency in judging.  I feel 

there is hope for my car yet, many parts I need are too cost-

ly or manufactured of unobtanium.  I know that I can still 

score points with an incorrect part as long as it meets the 

standard deduction criteria. As for having fun, on a scale of 

having a root canal to somebody got naked, I would rate the "Standard Deduction School"  a good 

time without any incidents.  Very successful.  
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Standard Deduct Take Away - John Jones 

What year did the Active Handling System, RPO JL4,  
become standard equipment in the C5 Corvette?   

Did You 

Know 

Midway USA Membership 

dues renewal will be $20 

due Jan. 14th.  New and 

returning members will 

receive a pair of Chevy 

Bowtie Breast Cancer 

awareness pins. 

Check out 
page 10 
for the 
answer 



 

Midway USA Tune Up Page 6 

Christmas Party Pics - Dale Green 

To the Coote’s 

for hosting 

this years 

Christmas 

Party 
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2017 - Midway USA Calendar of Events - 2017 

Jan 14   Meeting then judging 1963 chassis school at Dave D’s house 

Jan 11 -> 14 Florida Regional in Lakeland, FL 

Jan 20 -> 22 Starbird / Devlin Charity Car Show @ Century II 

Feb 3 -> 4  Swap Meet at Kansas Coliseum – LAST ONE EVER 

Feb 11   Meeting then judging 1968 Roadster school at Dallas K’s house 

Mar 11   Judging school / tech seminar 

Apr 8   Meeting and judging school and Chapter Judging Event 

Apr 6 -> 8  NCRS Regional at Laughlin, NV 

April / May Road trip to Brookville Restaurant (Chicken Dinner) – John J. 

May 4 -> 6  Newton, IA NCRS Regional 

May 5 -> 6  Newton, KS car show – John J. 

May 13   Meeting and judging school 

Jun 10   Meeting and Midway USA Chapter All Corvette Charity Show 

Jun 11   Lake Afton, KS All Wheels Car Show 

Jul 8   Chapter meeting date subject to change 

Jul 6 -> 13  NCRS National Convention in San Antonio, TX 

Aug 12   Meeting and tech session / judging school 

Aug 19   Road trip – Hot Alma Nights, Alma OK – John J. 

Sep 9   Meeting and judging school / tabulation school / judging event then road trip to 

Cotton Wood Falls then lunch at Grand Central Hotel – John J. 

Oct 14   Meeting and Octoberfest Picnic – Dale G. 

Oct 25 ->   NCRS Regional in Frisco, TX 

Nov 11   Meeting and tech session / judging school 

Dec 19   Meeting and Christmas Party 

Road trips and car shows provided by John J.  We’re thinking of meeting Kansas City Chapter at 

the Brookville Restaurant (Salina, KS) or Cotton Wood Falls. 

2017 

Chapter 

Event 

Schedule 
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The November 2016 monthly meeting was held on the 12th and called to order at 9:05 AM by the chap-

ter Chairman, Rick Smiley.  There were 20 in attendance.  

Old Business: 

John Hecker gave Rick permission to start the meeting!  I guess when you  are a visiting member from 

more than 150 miles away you have the authority to tell the Chairman when it is okay to start the 

meeting.  Rick didn’t seem to have any problem with being told what to do.  I assume he learned 

that at home, but I don’t know that for a fact. 

So with John’s permission, Rick began the meeting by welcoming everyone and by making special men-

tion of our two members who traveled far to be with us this morning.  They are Stan Schield from 

Montezuma and John from Kansas City. 

Special recognition was given to Carl Altar for achieving Top Flight at Frisco last month and to John for 

receiving his Master Judge hat and for passing PV with his 1999 C5.  Both were given the opportunity 

to vent or praise the experience they had in achieving their accomplishment.  They kinda made all of 

us want to hurry up and finish our project so that we could get the same kind of adrenalin rush. 

The Treasurer’s Report was given by Dallas Keller, who started out by saying, “well”, which got all of 

our attention, suspecting some bad news to follow.  It turned out that the “well” was just a stall, 

giving him time to organize his thoughts I guess because he quickly told us that we had $100 in sav-

ings along with $2,273.66 in the checking account.  Dallas said that he had reimbursed the Houlihans 

for their purchases of the Chev’y pink cancer pins and the duplicate plaque of Kurt Geis’s President’s 

award as agreed to by the club.  Dallas also said that he had collected about 20 members’ dues 

which have not yet been deposited.  Guess he’s waiting for mine.  At my age, I don’t pay anything in 

advance.  Actually, I like to pay after I receive the benefit, not before.  But I digress, which is anoth-

er age phenomenon, back to Dallas.  He informed us that Peter Gregory from Colorado has rejoined 

and also that the Houlihan’s granddaughter has joined our club.  With each paid membership you will 

receive two cancer awareness pins, one to be worn at the June car show since it is a charity event to 

raise money for the American Cancer Society.  Jo Houlihan gets the credit for that idea and for se-

curing the ribbons. 

New Business: 

In addition to the treasurer’s report, Dallas wanted to tell us about all the promotional material he 

keeps receiving at his home that he thought might be of interest to the club.  Of course there are 

multiple pens, but also flash lights and a note pad that seemed to catch everybody’s eye.  In fact, it 

was decided that we should purchase enough to outfit each member and each participant in the 

June car show. 

A scheduled interruption delayed the conclusion of the above topic when Jonathan of Davis Moore 

walked in to take part in a presentation to him by Rick of the duplicate plaque of the President’s 

award that was given to Kurt Geis a few weeks ago.  Jonathan accepted the plaque which will be dis-

played in the show room along with other such memorabilia and said some very appropriate words 

for the occasion, including our ties with Davis-Moore involving our love of automobiles and people. 
(Continued on page 9) 

Meeting Minutes  -  Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc. 
Minutes Prepared By Chapter Secretary Jim Coote 
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After the presentation, the discussion got back to what we should do with the money that we have in 

the club’s account.  Dale commented that after he researched what it will cost us to rent a genera-

tor for the car show, he decided it was reasonable enough that we needn’t consider any longer pur-

chasing one for the club.  Repairing the tents that we have was something suggested that we should 

consider but I don’t have any names in my notes as to who was going to do what.  I’m guessing it 

may have been tabled when the next scheduled interruption arrived. 

Michael Blackburn appeared in the doorway at 9:30 AM to be next on our agenda.  He had asked Rick for 

a few minutes to make a presentation for the 2017 Starbird-Devlin Car show.  Michael, a member of 

the Air Capital Corvette Club is working with the car show to get a collection of Vettes to be entered 

in the show.  His goal seemed to be to have a large display with a good theme in order to beat an-

other attempt of the Mustang group to walk away with the top honors in group displays.  Two ideas 

for a theme were; “Famous people & their Corvettes” and “Corvettes in the Movies”.  We need to 

have our Corvettes entered by December 1st.  Since probably everyone in this club is busy doing a 

frame-off, those of you who have multiple Vettes will have to carry the torch for the club.  That 

means you, Joe Elliott, Dallas and Rick! 

Old Business- Revisited:    

Rick asked for corrections for the minutes, rather than the whole newsletter.  Seems like he has it in for 

the minutes’ collector. Since no one spoke up, Rick could hardly contain himself until he could chal-

lenge the spelling of “brats” in the minutes.  He apparently thought I was referring to his nick name 

from his youth rather than the abbreviation for bratwurst sausages.  I assured him that my cheap dic-

tionary didn’t have a “u” in it for the sausage abbreviation.  He was really disappointed.  Other than 

Joe having trouble distinguishing a speedometer from a tachometer in the “Did You Know” section, 

nothing was found incorrect in the newsletter, at least nothing that anyone ascertained. 

New Business-Continued: 

Dave Houlihan, our illustrious Vice Chairman and event parking guru, in his 2017 Staff Shirt gave us a 

quick but fact filled picture of the San Antonio facility where next year’s National event will be held.  

He knows because he’s in charge again for parking the event’s cars.  There will even be indoor park-

ing of trailers for those of you who are not driving your entries to the event.  The hotel is the Mar-

riott on the Riverwalk.  It will be open for reservations on the 1st of February. 

Dave also told us that the Concourse Judging, locally known as “Day 2” judging, will commence at the 

Florida Regional in January.  This is the class that includes those that just can’t leave well enough 

alone and will just judge operations and condition.  There will not be any deductions for Light Candy 

Root Beer paint. 

Rick introduced his long-time friend, John Hecker, who is the new Vice Chairman of the Kansas City 

NCRS club.  One of his goals in his new role in the KC chapter is to get both clubs to find events 

where we can work together.  Our club hasn’t been in existence for near as long as KC has but the 

hope is that we can find events that we can mutually enjoy together.  We hope the distance that 

separates us is all that holds us back. 

(Continued on page 10) 

Meeting Minutes  -  Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc. 
Continued 



Midway USA Tune Up Page 10 

Rick pointed out that our Judging Chairman, Tracy Crisler, is not present today for our Judging School af-

ter the meeting, probably due to birds flocking in Western Kansas.  But, he still would like us to be 

thinking about whose cars we are going to judge next year.  In other words, which of us has a car to 

judge next year?  Carl is done for this year and next.  Roy isn’t doing a full restoration this year and 

probably not next year either.  Casey only has a Mo-Par left, so we have to look to others in the club 

for possibilities. 

The Christmas party was discussed briefly because it is being held at the same home, the Coote’s to be 

exact, and the venue will be the same, meaning you are to bring a dish to go with the supplied meat, 

probably ham.  The day and date will be Friday, December the 16th.  The time will be at 7:00, unless 

changed by the one who makes decisions at the Cootes.  If the time changes, a notice will be sent out 

prior to the dinner.  Joe, I’ll call you, I promise. 

Rick then asked participants at the recent Texas regional to give us some more feedback on their experi-

ences at the event. It was like pulling teeth to get Carl to elaborate on the judging of his ’60, but once 

he got going, oh brother.  Then I realized whom he was sitting next to----Roy, the most experienced 

“judged” member of our club!  It may be awhile before Carl is ready with another car to be judged.  

Wonder why he recently sold his project ’63?  Rick quizzed him as to how we compared with the Frisco 

bunch as far as the scores were concerned.  Guess the final scores were close, but the notations were 

not, especially on the paint job! 

Rick also commented about all the judging Bev did.  She signed up for the ’67 class and ended up judging 

operations and interiors on a total of 17 cars.  Rick was beaming with pride----again. 

Rick also told us about a beautiful red and white ’67 which was disqualified because of a trim plate issue. 

Dave added to the Frisco memories by commenting on a blue lacquered painted ’67 with its original 

shrinkage cracks!  I wonder how the “new paint judging system” handles this! 

Next on Rick’s agenda list was the nomination of officers.  He was not very effective on securing new vol-

unteers so Jim Watson made a motion to volunteer the same bunch that were in office this year and 

wouldn’t you know it, Kent Michael seconded the motion.  All but the current officers voted in favor of 

the motion which led Rick to say the ballots will be distributed at the January meeting for the elec-

tion.  I suspect he was stalling hoping something in the next 60 days would change the minds of the 

voters. 

Last, but certainly not least on Rick’s agenda list was to remind everyone that Dallas and Kerri needed our 

orders for shirts.  The Kellers have done a lot of work securing a new vendor for our club’s T-shirts and 

needs our orders today if possible.  They need a total order for 24 in order to get the quantity break.  

Rick again threatened Ed Arnold that he needed to order shirts since he was the most vocal on our 

needs, or should I have said, ”his needs”? 

 At 10:20 A.M., Rick decided the meeting should be concluded and proceeded to discussing our judging 

training on Standard Deductions with using two 1963 specimens.  

 

Page 5 Did You Know Answer: The Active Handling System debuted on the 1998 Corvette convertible 

Indy 500 Pace Car and became standard equipment on the 2001 model 

Meeting Minutes  -  Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc. 
Continued 
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Member  ______________________________________________________________________ 

Address  _________________________________  City: _______________________________ 

State  ___________  Zip: __________ - ______  Email: _________________________________ 

Home Phone ________________  Mobile _______________  

List of Corvettes: 

 Year  Color  Style  Additional Comments for Corvette 

 _____   _______________   _______   _________________________________________ 

 _____   _______________   _______   _________________________________________ 

Restoration Experience (if any) _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

     Date ___________  NCRS Member #  _______ 

National Corvette Restorers Society 

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS 
http://www.midwayusancrs.org 

Membership Application 

Chapter Membership Dues: 

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS ($20.00) __ Check # ____  Cash ______ 

A Nat’l NCRS Membership is Required.  Register by Internet http://www.ncrs.org/shop 

   Nat’l NCRS Membership is $45.00  Register by Phone (513) 385-8526 

 

Mail this application and check written to Midway USA Chapter NCRS: 

Dale Green  (Midway USA Membership Admin) 

2105 N. Glen Wood Ct. 

Wichita, KS 67230-1771 

(316) 636-2410 

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS in Wichita, KS 
promotes the enjoyment, preservation and restoration of Chevrolet Corvettes. 

 We meet the 2nd Saturday of each month, 9:00 a.m. at Davis-Moore Chevrolet 8200 West Kellogg. 

The National Corvette Restorers Society Mission 

     Formed in 1974, the National Corvette Restorers Society is a non-profit hobby group of 15,800+ fami-

lies dedicated to the restoration, preservation, history and enjoyment of Corvettes made from the model 

years 1953 through 1996. 

     If you are looking for a 1953 - 96 Corvette: The seller is telling you "the numbers match". Do you know 

what they mean? Are they truthful? Join the NCRS and learn from all of the information we have gathered 

in the last 33 years to make a wise decision when you purchase your Corvette. 

     If you already own a 1953 - 96 Corvette: No matter what you are up to, NCRS members have been 

there before. Benefit from all of the information we have gathered in the last 33 years to make better and 

smarter decisions as you restore and maintain your valuable Corvette. 

http://www.midwayusancrs.org
http://www.ncrs.org/shop

