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I BRAKE FOR ... 

mid-May is the North Central 
Regional NCRS meet in Roch-
ester, MN.  We will have sev-
eral of our members going to 
that show. 
 
Then in June we have a couple 
of events.  June 8 will play 
host to the annual Lake Afton 
All Wheels Car show.  This 
show is billed as the largest 
FREE car show in the world.  If 
you haven’t been there, you 
really need to come and join 
us for a good time.  Then, one 
week later is our chapter’s 4th 
annual All Corvette Benefit 
Car Show.  This will be a great 
weekend for our chapter and 
the American Heart Associa-
tion.  We already have some 
door prizes committed, with 
many more on the way.  I will 
have fliers at the meeting for 
you all to take some home 
with you. 
 

As you all know, April will not 
only host our monthly meeting, 
but it will also host our chap-
ter’s second judging school.  
This session will include a cou-
ple of early ‘70’s cars for you to 
look at.  The first car, a ’70 
convertible, is going to be dis-
played for the chapter mem-
bers to see what a 97 point car 
looks like.  The second, a ’72 
coupe will be there for the 
members to check and judge 
not only their knowledge of 
standard deductions, but also 
the use of the standard tables 
and deductions.  It should be a 
good time.  Tracy tells me not 
too many members have signed 
up, so if you plan on coming, 
please go on-line and get regis-
tered. 
 
I would be very remiss if I did-
n’t mention the little event the 
Kansas City and St. Louis chap-

(Continued on page 2) 

Well, you’ve heard me say it 
several times before and now 
again.  When the inspiration 
to write hits you, you better 
run with it.  So, here at 6:00 
in the morning, I’m sitting at 
my computer hammering away 
at the keyboard. 
 
Our chapter has a bunch of 
interesting events coming up 
in the next few months.  
Starting off in a couple of 
weeks is the annual Cars for 
Kids benefit show at Century 
II.  Not a common show, but it 
is a great fund raiser for the 
Wichita Children’s Home. 
 
In May there are a couple of 
events.  This year, the first 
Saturday of the month plays 
host to the annual Newton 
Downtown Car show, a show 
to benefit the restoration of 
the Newton Fox theatre.  This 
is always a fun show.  Then in 
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NCRS Events Calendar 
 (National & Local) 

NCRS web site http://www.ncrs.org           
then click on the Events link. 

 Apr 12 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting 

  & Judging School 

 May 10 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting 

 May 10 - Air Capital Corvette Club 

  All Corvette Show @ Best Western 

  Airport Inn 

 May 15 -> 17 - North Central Regional 

  @ Rochester, MN 

 Jun 8 - 42nd Annual All Wheels Car Show 

  @ Lake Afton 

 Jun 14 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting 

 Jun 14 - All Corvette Benefit Car Show 

 Jul 12 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting 

 Jul 13 -> 17 - NCRS National Convention 

  @ Kansas City, KS 
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3845 W. Harry  (316) 613-2360 

Midway USA Name Tag 

$7.00 for either the magnetic or pin type 

Can be purchased at Apple Graphix 

2429 W Douglas Ave  (316) 942-5426 

ters have planned in July.  They will be hosting yet anoth-
er edition of the NCRS National Convention July 13-17, 
2014.  I don’t really know how well the registration is go-
ing for the event, but guys and gals, if you were EVER go-
ing to go to a national event and you miss this one, you 
have nobody to blame but yourself.  The next closest 
event will be next year, a bit farther away in Denver, but 
still well within the reach of our members.  I know I’m 
going to be “sick” those weeks. 
 
August and September host a couple of events for our 
chapter as well.  Our chapter member/guest picnic is 
coming up in August.  More on the details for that event 
as the time gets a little closer.  Then in September, we 
will be holding our annual chapter judging meet.  Like the 
picnic, more details on that later, but I’ve heard we may 
have a freshly restored C1 to oogle over. 
 
Well, I guess I’ve spent enough time rattling on for this 
months issue.  I have a couple of items we will be discuss-
ing at the meeting, so, if you are wondering what they 
are, I guess you’ll either have to come to the meeting on 
the 12th, or wait for Jim’s regurgitation of them in the 
newsletter minutes next month.  See you all on the 12th.  

http://www.ncrs.org/
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You just gotta stop - by Kurt Geis with photos by Jim Coote & Dale Green 

It was a dark and gloomy night, then suddenly a 
shot rang out.  Oh, yea, not this week.  But, 
then, with a tech topic of overhauling a disc 
brake caliper off a Corvette, the former might 
have been more interesting.  Right?  WRONG! 
 
For those of you that missed the meeting last 
month, and the tech session that followed, you 
missed a good one.  We found out that not only 
could Jim Coote persist in harassing me, but he 
had other qualities as well.  Or so says his 
spouse.  And, yep, Dee was right. 

 
 

Once Jim got us all turned around he shared with us 
the process of removing rust from the steel surfaces 
of a couple of pretty bad looking animals.  The pro-
cess uses a 12 volt DC battery charger, some metal 
plates and a tub of water with sodium carbonate 
(no, not salt or soda).  The process requires some 
time to set up, but once the process is started, the 
combination of electricity and chemically treated 
water works pretty darn good.  And, as an added 
benefit, it’s 
pretty darn 
cheap, too. 
 

Jim did warn us, once the galvanic process is started, the pro-
cess moves along pretty quickly.  He stated that the process 
for each caliper took about a day or so.  The down side is that 
each caliper, or for that matter anything subject to rust for-
mation does take a toll.  Once removed, it must be treated 
with some sort of metal treatment, even oil, to prevent the 

(Continued on page 4) 

30 Minutes After Starting 

Here’s how you get started. 

Corroded Anodes after process 
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You just gotta stop - by Kurt Geis with photos by Jim Coote & Dale Green 

rust from re-appearing almost immediately.  It really was/is a cool project, and I wish I had known 
about it when I started buying Evaporust. 
 
Once treated and the rust removed, the process of determining the condition of the caliper is next.  
The bolts holding the two halves together must be removed, and the caliper split.  Now is not a good 
time to be distracted, as not likely, but some parts may find a small, dark corner to hide under.  The 
biggest part of the project is to determine if the calipers are original, or if they have been re-sleeved 
with stainless sleeves and gap seals. 
 
After the parts are cleaned, the burrs removed and the pistons and cylinders have been either honed 
or sleeved the re-assembly begins.  Make sure you have all the parts handy, and knock yourself out.  
All total, the process, excluding the rust removal and treating takes about an hour or so of you time, 
per caliper.  It is not a hard project, or at least Jim made it look easy.  The key is to have all the parts 
handy, have a clean working surface and take you time, like anything else you would do on your baby, 
or anyone else’s car. 
 
I’ve included photos of the session so you can all see the steps of the process.  Kinda makes me wish 
I’d have done my own instead of sending them out to someone else.  Guess I’ll know better next time. 

Fresh outta’ the pot Shortly there after 
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You just gotta stop - by Kurt Geis with photos by Jim Coote & Dale Green 

The last year for the Callaway twin turbo option was 1991, 
 selling 62 units at $33,000 each.   

In comparison, the ZR-1 option was a bargain at “only $31,683. 

Did You Know 
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The March 2014 monthly meeting was held on the 8th and called to order at 9:00 AM by the chapter Chair-

man, Kurt Geis.  There were 18 members in attendance. 
 
Chapter Business: 
 
 Kurt opened the meeting by noticing that there were no visitors to welcome, so he ignored the rest of us!  

 After ignoring the rest of us, Kurt proceeded to thank Rick Smiley, our Vice President, for sitting in for 

him last month during his absence.  Kurt seemed to be quite emotional over the prospect that the organiza-

tion might be able to operate without him, but someone asked the group if we missed him, and applause 

broke out which seemed to soothe his itchy skin. 

 In answer to Kurt's question about accepting the minutes as published in the Newsletter, Bev Smiley made 

a motion that they be accepted and Dave Houlihan seconded the motion.  Without discussion, the group 

voiced approval. 

 Dallas Keller, our treasurer, was asked to let us know how much money was under his care.  He said that 

after he sent the State a $40 check for the privilege of being a non-profit organization, we have $3408.05 

and another $100.00 in savings. 

 Rick spends most of his waking hours perusing magazines for some form of reference to him, and appar-

ently he found his name in the winter issue of The Corvette Restorer which he somehow forgot to draw 

attention to last month.  He took the first opportunity he had this month to interrupt the Chairman and of-

fered to sign any one's copy of the magazine.  It's quite a gesture since I can't recall anyone else who has 

had their name and/or car in the magazine volunteer to sign copies for adoring fans.   Note:  To my 

knowledge, he didn't get any takers!  Most likely no one could find their magazine. 

 Kurt asked Tracy Crisler, our Judging Chairman, to discuss last month's judging event.  He commented 

that he was pleased on how the event went and indicated that we might do it again sometime later this year.  

Tracy had a good commentary on the event in the March newsletter which included many pictures.  The 

only comment that should be challenged in his regurgitation of the day's events is regarding someone 

claiming that their mirror came off a '63.  His exact quote was, "Jim brought us a high dollar bullet styled 

chrome exterior mirror that allegedly came off his 63 Coupe."  There was nothing alleged.  It was from my 

'63 Coupe!   

 Excuse the interruption from the minutes but that had to be said.   

 Tracy said that next month's judging event requires those interested in judging or observing to be registered 

on line.  The two cars to be judged belong to Kurt and Dallas and both are C3's. 

 My notes don't include how the fight started, but somehow Rick and Dale Green had words over how 

much or little Dale did when we dismantled Roy's '57 frame a few months ago.  Kurt had to break it up, but 

everybody knows that 90% of Dale's job at any event is to take pictures.  If it weren't for Dale our newslet-

ter would be two pages short.  Thanks Dale.  We don't care if you didn't get grease on your thumb. 
 
New Business: 
 
 Kurt confirmed or made it official that our chapter once again made Top Flight for 2013.  This is why we 

need Kurt at the helm awhile longer as it is due to his diligence and leadership that we have Top Flighted 

every year since our first year of probation.  2014 should not be any different! 

 Something prompted Dave Houlihan to comment that he was getting ready, meaning that his garage was 

still in the preparation state.  That was probably in response to someone asking him how he was doing on 

his Vette project.  It seems those questions always come from those that are through with theirs or ones 

that aren't doing anything on theirs.   

(Continued on page 7) 

March Meeting Minutes  -  Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc. 
Minutes Prepared By Chapter Secretary Jim Coote 
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 Kurt brought up an issue that caused quite a bit of conversation about Corvettes and money.  Those two 

usually go together, don't they?  The topic was how we could help the Corvette Museum with their expense 

to recover from the sink hole damage.  The NCRS board has established a $5000 trust to help in the muse-

um's restoration and will match contributions from the organization's clubs.  Much conversation ensued as 

to how much our contribution could or should be.  Dale suggested that we might consider purchasing a 

brick at the museum to help, but since no one knew for sure how much a brick cost, it set everyone but Joe 

Elliott and the Scribe to googling on their "Need to Know Now" phones.  It was finally decided that since 

the National would not match our brick contribution it would be better for us to stick to cash.  Roy ('57) 

Ester made a motion that we make a cash donation, Dale seconded the motion.  Karin Geis suggested a 

contribution of $500 and someone else, probably a retired guy on a fixed income, suggested $250.  Come 

to think of it, it might have been the treasurer 'cause he treats "our" monies like his own!  I mean, he's very 

careful how it is spent.  If it was decided how much our contribution was going to be, I missed it.  Guess 

we'll have to finalize that next month. 

 As was to be expected, Kurt brought up the need for door prizes for our June car show.  It was three 

months early, but as he said, it isn't too early.  Probably he said that because most of us have not done our 

part in securing prizes.  Usually, he and Dallas secure most of the prizes, but I think they must eat out to-

gether a lot!  I'm afraid to ask where I eat because I don't tip very generously.  Door prizes started another 

long discussion ranging from a photo shoot prize to vendor booths and even just purchasing prizes.  Car 

Show flyers will be available soon which really help when going for freebies. 

 Kurt said if we could get enough interest in photo shoots, he could get someone in from Texas to take pic-

tures at the June Car Show.  Determining interest in advance might turn out to be difficult. 

 Dallas said a vendor of car lifts might be interested in having a lift on display, depending on his cost.  No 

one had a negative response to the idea of having vendors, except that they need to be car related, not cake 

decorating and the like.  Bev made the motion that we allow vendors with these restrictions.  All agreed.  

Dale agreed to contact an individual that handles polishing equipment and materials. 

 Bev reminded everyone again that the "Vettes & Harleys" show to raise money for the Hutchinson Zoo 

will be April 26 and 27, Saturday and Sunday.  The Central Kansas Corvette Association (CKCA) would 

like our help in making this a successful fund raiser.  Contact either Smiley for additional information.  If 

you register early you might be able to pick the animal you want to park next to! 

 Dallas sheepishly asked if he could spend some money.  All he needed were some new checks and a stor-

age box, but guess he's used to seeking permission since he's married.  There's that Vettes and money com-

bo again! 

 

At 9:55 A.M. Richard York made a motion that we adjourn, and so we did.  The meeting was to be followed 

by a short session on rebuilding calipers. 

 

NOTE:  I scoured the winter issue of the Restorer and could not find an obvious reference to Rick Smiley, un-

less it was a picture of him lying under a C1 which is his usual position at judging events.  I suspect he got 

confused with the address label on the magazine and thought that they had mentioned him. 

NOTE 2:  Vinnie needs to change the contents page to indicate that Dave Brigham is the Judging Chairman; 

no longer do we get to read what Roy Sinor has to say! 

March Meeting Minutes  -  Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc. 
Continued 
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Member  ______________________________________________________________________ 

Address  _________________________________  City: _______________________________ 

State  ___________  Zip: __________ - ______  Email: _________________________________ 

Home Phone ________________  Mobile _______________  

List of Corvettes: 

 Year  Color  Style  Additional Comments for Corvette 

 _____   _______________   _______   _________________________________________ 

 _____   _______________   _______   _________________________________________ 

Restoration Experience (if any) _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

  Date ___________ NCRS Member #  _______ 

National Corvette Restorers Society 

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS 
http://www.midwayusancrs.org 

Membership Application 

Membership Dues: 

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS ($20.00) __ Check # ____  Cash  

A NCRS Membership is Required. By Internet http://www.ncrs.org/membership/index.html 

    NCRS Membership is $35.00  By Phone (513) 385-8526 

 

Mail this application and check written to Midway USA Chapter NCRS: 

Kurt Geis  (NCRS-KS) Membership Chair / Chairman 

14123 W. Onewood Ct.  

Wichita, Ks 67235  

(316) 773-0774 

The Midway USA Chapter of NCRS 
promotes the enjoyment, preservation and restoration of Chevrolet Corvettes.  

We meet the 2
nd

 Saturday of each month at Davis-Moore Chevrolet 8200 West Kellogg. 

The National Corvette Restorers Society Mission 

     Formed in 1974, the National Corvette Restorers Society is a non-profit hobby group of 15,800+ fami-

lies dedicated to the restoration, preservation, history and enjoyment of Corvettes made from the model 

years 1953 through 1996. 

     If you are looking for a 1953 - 96 Corvette: The seller is telling you "the numbers match". Do you know 

what they mean? Are they truthful? Join the NCRS and learn from all of the information we have gathered 

in the last 33 years to make a wise decision when you purchase your Corvette. 

     If you already own a 1953 - 96 Corvette: No matter what you are up to, NCRS members have been 

there before. Benefit from all of the information we have gathered in the last 33 years to make better and 

smarter decisions as you restore and maintain your valuable Corvette. 

http://www.midwayusancrs.org
http://www.ncrs.org/membership/index.html

