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CLIFF HANGER 

ruary 8, with Rick Smiley fill-
ing in form me, as the sched-
uling dudes at Netjets failed 
to honor my request for the 
day off.  Oh, well, you won’t 
miss me.   
 
Immediately following the 
meeting our judging chair-
man will be holding a judging 
school re-covering CDCIF.  
No, it’s not a re-hash of the 
stuff we’ve seen before.  
This school will be a hands 
on, how to apply the concept 
using parts that you bring.  
Tracy has sent out infor-
mation about the rules for 
the school, so I won’t go over 
them.  Registration is online 
only, so if you plan on at-
tending the school and want 
you point, you MUST register 
on line.  Go to www.ncrs.org 
and look for the upcoming 
events, or the online regis-

tration section and fill in the 
blanks. 
 
Following the meeting and 
school you may want to head 
out the Kansas Coliseum Pavil-
ion for the 2014 edition of the 
Sunflower Swap Meet.  That’s 
always a good time, and if you 
are looking for a part, who 
knows. 
 
Also, as a reminder, even 
thought it is already open by 
the time you get this newslet-
ter, registration is open for 
the 2014 NCRS National Con-
vention being held in Kansas 
City, or should I say technical-
ly, Overland Park, KS this July.  
This will be the best and clos-
est opportunity to get to an 
annual convention for several 
years.  You don’t want to miss 

(Continued on page 2) 

Can I say it again?  Wow!  If 
you missed the January mem-
bership meeting, you missed 
one whale of a meeting.  No, 
there were no fireworks or 
controversy, just a special 
guest speaker that held those 
that made the meeting in the 
palm of his hand for about 2 
hours.  In the article I wrote I 
tried to touch on the high 
points, but I’m sure I missed 
a bunch.  And, for those that 
wanted to attend had they 
known, I apologize.  I heard 
from Cliff on the Thursday 
before the meeting with no 
commitment to be at the 
meeting.  I didn’t know for 
sure he was coming until 
about 8:15 the morning of 
the meeting.  So, Surprise! 
 
Now, on to more current 
events.  Our regular chapter 
meeting will be held on Feb-
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NCRS Events Calendar 
 (National & Local) 

NCRS web site http://www.ncrs.org           
then click on the Events link. 

 Feb 7 -> 8 - Sunflower Swap Meet  

  @ KS Coliseum Pavilions 

 Feb 8 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting 

 Mar 8 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting 

  & Technical Seminar 

 Apr 12 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting 

  & Judging School 

 May 10 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting 

 May 10 - Air Capital Corvette Club 

  All Corvette Show 

 May 15 -> 17 - North Central Regional 

  @ Rochester, MN 

 Jun 14 - All Corvette Benefit Car Show 

 Jul 13 -> 17 - NCRS National Convention 

  @ Kansas City, KS 

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc. 

Officers & Committee Chairs 

Chairman  Kurt Geis   (316) 773-0774 

Vice-Chairman Rick Smiley   (316) 729-8388 

Secretary  Jim Coote   (316) 789-0005 

Treasurer  Dallas Keller   (316) 729-4290 

Judging   Tracy Crisler  (620) 752-3131 

 — Newsletter Editors  — 

Kurt Geis and Dale Green 

Midway USA Chapter Merchandise 
Midway USA Chapter Banner 

2 x 5 is $25.00     3 x 7 is $57.40 

X-Press Signs & Graphics (has moved to) 

3845 W. Harry  (316) 613-2360 

Midway USA Name Tag 

$7.00 for either the magnetic or pin type 

Can be purchased at Apple Graphix 

2429 W Douglas Ave  (316) 942-5426 

out.  All the details are on the website, so go check it 
out and get signed up.  I have. 
 
Well, that’s about all I have to yammer about for now, 
so, treat Rick with the same respect you pass on to me.  
Sorry Rick!  I couldn’t resist.  See you all later. 

A Day - by Kurt Geis—photos by Rick S. & Kent M. 

Just in case you are wondering what some of the cars that 

Cliff and others were racing back in the day looked like, 

here are a couple examples.  The Sharks are compliments 

of Rick Smiley.  This is a photo he took of Bev Smiley and 

Cliff Gottlob getting ready to race.  The other two photos 

are courtesy of Kent Michael of a 1959 Corvette he pur-

chased from Cliff’s brother Kurt. 

Just in case you are wondering what some of the cars that 

Cliff and others were racing back in the day looked like, 

here are a couple examples.  The Sharks are compliments 

of Rick Smiley.  This is a photo he took of Bev Smiley and 

Cliff Gottlob getting ready to race.  The other two photos 

are courtesy of Kent Michael of a 1959 Corvette he pur-

chased from Cliff’s brother Kurt. 
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A Day With Cliff Gottlob - by Kurt Geis with photos by Dale Green 

For those of you that missed the January 2014 monthly 
chapter meeting, as far as the meeting goes, you did-
n’t miss much.  However, what happened after the 
meeting, boy did you make a mistake for missing this 
one.  We had an opportunity to play host to one of the 
icons of Corvette racing, and maybe even development 
history.  That person being Cliff Gottlob. 
 
So now you’re saying, so who is he, kinda like I did 
back in December when I met Cliff at the Christmas 
party for another Corvette club.  I mean, after all, I’m 
not really big on racing, like some of our members.  
Oh, and did I forget to mention Cliff is from just down 
the road in Arkansas City, KS.  So, why didn’t I know who he is?  I defer back to my second sen-
tence in the paragraph. 
 

At the party Cliff was limited to about 20 minutes to 
relate 40 years + of Corvette history and development.  
When I talked to Cliff at the party I told him that if he 
could make it we would place no time limits on him, 
so come prepared to talk, and talk he did.  He held our 
chapter members spellbound for over 2 ½ hours, or 
should I say he had our undivided attention. 
 
Cliff started out by sharing a bit of his past.  Having 
started out with a company, as an employee at the 
ripe old age of 11 (no child labor laws, I guess), that 
specialized in ignition systems for racing engines, he 
got an early start.  His training and education were 
disrupted by a call from uncle Sam, where he was 

called to fly special missions over southeast Asia in a rather odd looking, very powerful aircraft, 
the OV-1. 
 
During his lifetime he has excelled in many areas.  Cliff has several engineering degrees from the 
prestigious and highly respected Universitat Heidelberg.  Yep, it’s the one in the Rhine-Necar val-

(Continued on page 4) 
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A Day With Cliff Gottlob - (continued) 

ley about 75km south of Frankfurt, GDR.  Hey, I know 
that place, my brother-in-law is the HR director for 
that “little” school.  Anyway, back to the good stuff. 
 
 
Cliff was involved in several areas of the development 
of several Chevrolet engines, mostly for racing appli-
cations, but as we all know, it starts out racing and 
then winds up on the street.  While under contract 
with Chevrolet he was instrumental in solving problem 
with a variety of engines.   
 
One such problem was the rod bolts on the L88 en-
gine, which carried over to the Chevy big blocks.  During a conversation with a friend who hap-
pened to run the old DX oil company, he explained the problem of bolt stretch.  The suggestion 
was made to add boron, a heavy metal, to the alloy used in the bolts.  They did, and it worked.  
Until then boron had only been used in petroleum distillation. 
 

Cliff also worked with Chevrolet to cure problems 
with valve guide slippage in several different head 
types.  His solution to the problem, after having first 
hand experience with the problem, was to simply put 
a small set screw in the head to hold the valve guide 
in place.  Problem solved. 
 
Another problem was one with the notorious Muncie 
M22 4-speed transmission.  This tranny is most com-
monly known as the “Rock Crusher”.  It seems that 
this transmission, although pretty bullet-proof for 
what most of us do with it, did have its problems.  
The #1 gear had a habit of “welding” itself to the 
main output shaft of the transmission.  All is good un-

til you try to shift.  That’s when things come to a big stop.  Cliff’s solution was the make a minor 
change in the manufacturing of the output shaft and problem solved. 
 
Throughout the time we had with Cliff he would often get side-tracked with other stories of his 
racing carrier.  Cliff was registered to run his ’67 L88 roadster at Daytona in 1970.  Planning to 
trailer the car to Florida, he set out to fine tune everything.  Then the story turned interesting.   
 
It seems Cliff is like a lot of people, unable to say “no”.  A friend came to him wanting to borrow 
his trailer to tow a vehicle to an area in Oklahoma called “Little Sahara” (because it is a large ar-
ea of nothing but sand dunes).  All was good until a large, former military 6X6 came over a dune 
and smacked the trailer.  So, not being one to be kicked when down, Cliff went to a local friend 
that owned a Chevy dealership, borrowed a dealer tag and, with only minor modifications, drove 

(Continued on page 6) 
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The January 2014 monthly meeting was held on the 11th and called to order at 9:04 AM by the chap-
ter Chairman, Kurt Geis.  The beginning time was determined by his watch also!  There were 19 
members in attendance and two guests. 
 
Chapter Business: 
 
 As usual, Kurt greeted the members and indicated that we would have two guests who would soon 

arrive to entertain and educate us after our business meeting. 
 Kurt asked if all had read the minutes and would someone like to make a motion that they be ac-

cepted as written in the newsletter.  Of course that motion was made and seconded by Rick Smi-
ley, our Vice President.  It makes him feel important if he sees his name in print! 

 Then, someone made a comment that the newsletter was not up to par, and again Rick had to sec-
ond that motion.  Kurt piled on with his "sub-par" comments about the newsletter.  After counting 
the words that he contributed on three pages compared to the two pages of the minutes, I realized 
he was complaining about his own contribution.  His verbosity has slowed down considerably 
compared to recent issues of the "Midway USA Tune Up" newsletter.  More on that later. 

 Since our club has met all the requirements to again qualify for the "Top Flight Award", Kurt feels 
that we should be hearing soon that we have.  We should be proud because apparently not too 
many clubs, especially this small and young, achieve this award every year. 

 Be sure to attend the February meeting as Kurt will be absent! I meant to say that Rick will exer-
cise his duties by chairing the meeting in place of Kurt.  That does sound better but since I never 
make mistakes I'm not going to erase the earlier comment. 

 Tracy Crisler was asked to talk about next month's meeting, or rather the judging session after the 
business portion.  He asked each of us to bring a "clean" part, one that is on the judging sheet so 
that we can have several exercises in CDCIF judging.  The example that he held up was a fan.  The 
idea is to have several items set up on a table where we can go around and judge each item.  Tracy 
will e-mail us instructions which will lay out the program and how to best follow them. 

 Somehow, Kurt segued from Tracy's presentation to what I'm considering an explanation of the 
comments about the newsletter not being up to par.  He reiterated comments that he's said before 
about needing help in providing written material for the newsletter.  Every month Kurt writes a 
"Letter from the Chairman" in addition to a couple of pages concerning a recent function the club 
had or an NCRS event he attended or a project that he had done on his '72.  Problem is he's run-
ning out of English words.  He's pleading for help.  We have three options:  
 1.  Some of us have to contribute an article on what we have been doing on our cars. 
 2.  Invite Kurt over to our shop and tell him what we have been doing so that he can write  
  about it. 
 3.  Take up a collection and buy him a Vette that he can start to restore so that he'll have some
  thing to write about. 

      It's up to us to keep the quality of our newsletter up to the standards set by the current contributors.    
 
New Business: 
 
 Dale Green, our Social Chairman, One of Two Official Photographers and Co-Newsletter Editor, 

brought up the Detroit Auto Show which starts Saturday January 18 and goes through Sunday the 
26th.  Here's a startling fact:  The show costs $1 more to get into than the Starbird-Devlin next 
weekend!  Dale says Chevrolet is going to introduce the new Z06 at the Detroit Show.  He'll send 
us an e-mail on it. 

 
Since we had a guest in house who was going to convey some of his wisdom to us concerning his 
life's lessons, a motion was made to adjourn at the early hour of 9:37 AM.  The motion was seconded 
and carried.  We then all settled in to hear what Cliff Gottlob had to say about his racing days with 
Corvettes and how he learned to be so successful at a job that most of wish we had.    

January Meeting Minutes  -  Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc. 
Minutes Prepared By Chapter Secretary Jim Coote 



In 1969, the ignition lock was moved from the dash to the steering 
column.  It would remain there until 1997 when it was returned to the 

dash. 
Did You Know 
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the car to Daytona.  And he won the GT class.  And, he 
drove the car back to Ark City, over 3,200 miles round 
trip. 
 
Cliff had a ton of memorabilia with him, much of 
which he shared and passed around.  The ’67 Vette, 
which was the last ’67 Corvette to leave the factory in 
St. Louis (although not the last to be built) was the car 
that Cliff used as the test bed for his valve guide 
“mod”.  After picking the car up in St. Louis and driv-
ing it 138 miles, you guessed it, a guide slipped.  The 
car did make it to Ark City, although some crow was 
served.  It finished the trip home on the back of a 
truck loaned, and with signs on the side, from a Ford 
dealership.  Let’s see, I’d rather tow a Chevy than drive a Ford.  Yea, that works. 
 
His career has not been totally limited to Chevy or Corvette racing.  He admits to loosing some 
sense for a time and working with Carol Shelby while tweaking some of the early Shelby engines.  
Cliff has a big smile on his face when he tells the story of his little Corvette blowing the doors off 
3, count ‘em 3 Shelby GT350R’s at a race in Aspen, CO.  He tells the story of sending the photos of 
the wins to his old friend Shelby, along with a note stating that he will never be beaten by a Ford.  
He also was very instrumental in the naming of the Porsche 911.  That’s a whole other story. 
 
What is amazing is that Cliff was/is on a first name basis with all the people we all know the 
names of so well.  Does the name Zora mean anything?  Or how about Campbell, or, well, I can’t 
remember them all, cuz I’m old and have a short memory.  But you get the idea. 
 
I want to thank Cliff for his generosity of his time to come and spend the morning with us.  He is a 
man that has been there and done that, and isn’t afraid to talk about it.  I could go on and on 
with the stories he shared with our group, but I just don’t have the space in this newsletter.  So, 
with that said, I’ll close with just a small commercial for Cliff.  He does all of his work in a 
75’X160’ shop in Arkansas City, KS.  His company is called Gottlob Research and Engineering.  His 
work is not limited to racing or race engines.  He does the everyday auto repair, from oil changes 
to, yes, replacing engines.  He is one of the few guys around that would rather repair than replace 
if he can. 
 
Oh, one last thing.  Cliff is working to put together a car and team for the Daytona and Sebring 
race circuit.  He is hoping to get one of the first 3 C-7 Vettes released by Chevrolet for rac-
ing.  So, if you have a friend who has hit the lottery, or fallen into some cash and wants to 
spend some, I’ll get you his number. 

A Day With Cliff Gottlob - (continued) 
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Member  ______________________________________________________________________ 

Address  _________________________________  City: _______________________________ 

State  ___________  Zip: __________ - ______  Email: _________________________________ 

Home Phone ________________  Mobile _______________  

List of Corvettes: 

 Year  Color  Style  Additional Comments for Corvette 

 _____   _______________   _______   _________________________________________ 

 _____   _______________   _______   _________________________________________ 

Restoration Experience (if any) _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Midway USA Membership Date ___________ NCRS Member #  _______ 

National Corvette Restorers Society 

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS 
http://www.midwayusancrs.org 

Membership Application 

Membership Dues: 

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS ($20.00) __ Check # ____  Cash  

A NCRS Membership is Required. By Internet http://www.ncrs.org/membership/index.html 

    NCRS Membership is $35.00  By Phone (513) 385-8526 

 

Mail this application and check written to Midway USA Chapter NCRS: 

Kurt Geis  (NCRS-KS) Membership Chair / Chairman 

14123 W. Onewood Ct.  

Wichita, Ks 67235  

(316) 773-0774 

The Midway USA Chapter of NCRS 
promotes the enjoyment, preservation and restoration of Chevrolet Corvettes.  

We meet the 2
nd

 Saturday of each month at Davis-Moore Chevrolet 8200 West Kellogg. 

The National Corvette Restorers Society Mission 

     Formed in 1974, the National Corvette Restorers Society is a non-profit hobby group of 15,800+ fami-

lies dedicated to the restoration, preservation, history and enjoyment of Corvettes made from the model 

years 1953 through 1996. 

     If you are looking for a 1953 - 96 Corvette: The seller is telling you "the numbers match". Do you know 

what they mean? Are they truthful? Join the NCRS and learn from all of the information we have gathered 

in the last 33 years to make a wise decision when you purchase your Corvette. 

     If you already own a 1953 - 96 Corvette: No matter what you are up to, NCRS members have been 

there before. Benefit from all of the information we have gathered in the last 33 years to make better and 

smarter decisions as you restore and maintain your valuable Corvette. 

http://www.midwayusancrs.org
http://www.ncrs.org/membership/index.html

