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KILROY WAS HERE 

talk with Joan Burnett, our 
NCRS regional director.  Joan 
took time out of her busy 
schedule (she’s working on 
the national convention next 
July) to drive an extra 200 
miles to come down and see 
us.  We all had a great time 
visiting with her, and were 
all glad she was the one with 
the 6 hour drive home.  Just 
kidding Joan. 
 
Although I haven’t received 
it officially from the boss 
man, but my calculations, 
the judging meet finishes out 
our requirements for another 
Top Flight year for the chap-
ter.  Once again, this honor 
goes to all the members.  If 
it weren’t for your participa-
tion in the chapter events we 
wouldn’t be one of the 
smallest, yet most active 

chapters in the organization.  
My hat goes off you all of you.  
I am proud to serve as the 
chairman of our group of guys 
and gals.  Now, on to other 
things. 
 
Thanks to scheduling at work 
and a dinner engagement I 
have in Frisco, TX in October I 
have asked our vice-chairman, 
Rick Smiley to act in my be-
half at the October meeting.  
Believe me, I would rather be 
at the meeting rather than in 
the middle of an 8 day trip 
that weekend.  But, it be 
what it be. 
 
November plays host to our 
annual officer nominations.  
As per the revised bylaws, 
with the term limits part of 
the bylaws revised we no long-

(Continued on page 2) 

Let me start by extending a 
big thank you to all that at-
tended and participated in 
our judging meet held Sep-
tember 14, 2013 at Davis-
Moore Chevrolet.  A big 
thank you goes out to Tracy 
Crisler for organizing the 
meet, and for conducting a 
short judging school, kinda a 
refresher course before the 
meet. 
 
 At the meet we had the op-
portunity to judge a very 
nice ’65 convertible.  The car 
net scored 96.0.  Good nuf 
fur a Top Flight.  In addition 
we had a very nice ’68 and a 
’13 convertible on Sportsman 
display.  Thanks to all. 
 
The judging meet also gave 
many of the chapter mem-
bers the chance to meet and 
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NCRS Events Calendar 
 (National & Local) 

NCRS web site http://www.ncrs.org           
then click on the Events link. 

 Oct 12 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting 

 Oct 17 -> 19 - Lone Star Regional @ Frisco, TX 

 Nov  9 - Midway USA Chapter Officer Nominations 

 Dec 14 - Midway USA Chapter Christmas Party 

  @ (Site to be advised) 

 Jan 23 -> 26 - Winter Regional @ Kissimmee, FL 

 May 15 -> 17 - North Central Regional 

  @ Rochester, MN 

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc. 

Officers & Committee Chairs 

Chairman  Kurt Geis   (316) 773-0774 

Vice-Chairman Rick Smiley   (316) 729-8388 

Secretary  Jim Coote   (316) 789-0005 

Treasurer  Dallas Keller   (316) 729-4290 

Judging   Tracy Crisler  (620) 752-3131 

 — Newsletter Editors  — 

Kurt Geis and Dale Green 

Midway USA Chapter Merchandise 
Midway USA Chapter Banner 

2 x 5 is $25.00     3 x 7 is $57.40 

X-Press Signs & Graphics (has moved to) 

3845 W. Harry  (316) 613-2360 

Midway USA Name Tag 

$7.00 for either the magnetic or pin type 

Can be purchased at Apple Graphix 

2429 W Douglas Ave  (316) 942-5426 

er have to elect new officers every year.  HOWEVER, 
that doesn’t mean that if you have a burning desire to 
serve as an officer we can’t throw you name in the hat.  
Hint, Hint. 
 
Last but not least, I want to thank our chapter scribe, 
Jim Coote for volunteering his home and his wife’s hard 
work to host our chapter Christmas party this year.  As 
is ususal, the event will be held on the evening of the 
second Saturday of December, that being the 14th at 
the Coote home.  More details will follow in the future.  
One of the tasks facing Jim and Dee is deciding the 
theme of the party and picking a time. 
 
Well, I guess I’ve babbled on enough for this issue.  
Thanks again Rick for covering for me in October, Tracy 
for the great job with the judging meet, Dale and Kent 
Michael for the photos of the meet, and to all of the 
members for their support.  See you all later.  

http://www.ncrs.org/
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Judgment Day - By Kurt Geis 

The morning broke as you would expect any morning in 
mid-September.  There was a thin overcast, it was 
cool and there was no wind.  In Kansas?  No wind?  
Yep.  God was smiling down on us as we prepared for 
our chapter judging meet at Davis-Moore Chevrolet.  
The only unfortunate thing about the meet was that 
we had only one car to judge, a very nice 1965 con-
vertible. 
 
The car and the owner’s representative arrived just a 
little before 8:00 a.m.  Not being ready for the car 
quite yet, the driver parked outside, un-suspecting of 
what lay ahead.  Our judging team began to assemble 
shortly thereafter for the days festivities.  The judging area was finally prepared, so it was time 
to move the car inside. 
 

While our chapter judging chairman conducted a short 
judging school, a refresher on the how’s and how-nots of 
the process I set out to help the driver move the car into 
the judging area.  Mr. Murphy and his law joined us in the 
parking lot.  Seems the tranny on the car got stuck be-
tween gears rendering the car unmovable.  So, while the 
driver tried to get the car mobile, I kinda stalled, and 
helped in the process.  Finally after about 30 minutes of 
tension, the car 
gave in and we got 
it moved inside. 

 
With the doors open to the world, taking advantage of 
the cool September air, the chassis and interior teams, 
and just about everybody else there swarmed the car.  
With some marshalling and persuading those not assigned 
went back into the dealership showroom and loitered un-
til their team was on deck to judge there sections. 
 

(Continued on page 4) 

http://www.ncrs.org/midwayusa/


Midway USA Tune Up Page 4 

Photos from the 2013 NCRS National Convention - Photos by Kerri Keller 

The car being scrutinized was a very nice maroon 
with black/black convertible.  The car had under-
gone a restoration about 2 years earlier, with 
some, but not a lot of attention paid to the NCRS 
detail necessary to earn the top flight level.  How-
ever, the owner and his son, with some coaching 
from some of our members and a now tattered 
judging reference manual and AIM spent a couple 
of months getting the car ready for the meet.  And 
get it ready they did. 
 
During the owner de-brief the judging team spent 
time going over the deductions and commenting 
on the whys and wherefores of them, and what might be expected at a regional meet should the 
owner choose to go to the next level. After the prying eyes of our members had completed their 

task and the tabulators crunched the numbers, the 
car walked, or should I say rolled away with a net 
score of 96.0, good enough for that blue ribbon. 
 
A special thank you goes out to our distance mem-
ber Gene Holtz and our regional director, Joan Bur-
nett for joining us for our first meet judging a non-
member (although the owner joined our chapter) 
car.  We all learned a few things and had a great 
time.  Plans are in the works for our next meet.   
 
P.S.  Whomever ordered the light wind on the 14th, 
please start working on your request for June 14, 
2014.  I don’t think our tents can take another day 
like we had this year.  
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The September 2013 monthly meeting was held on the 14th and called to order at 8:05 AM by the chapter Chair-

man, Kurt Geis.  There were 16 in attendance, including two from faraway places, like St. Louis and Oklahoma.  

Both were here to help and observe our Judging Event which will be covered elsewhere in the Newsletter.  Due to 

the brevity (one of Kurt’s many attributes) of the Chairman's  remarks, these minutes will be short and mostly 

sweet.      

Chapter Business: 

 Kurt opened the meeting by welcoming everyone, most of whom had signed up to be a part of one of the judg-

ing teams.  He called special attention to our St. Louis guest, Joan Burnett, who is our Regional Director.  He 

even let her say a few words.  They must have rehearsed her remarks because they were not typical of most 

females ‘cause they were brief.  She made a favorable impression so it’s likely we’ll vote her in again. 

 Kurt announced that he would be absent for the October and November meetings.  His excuse was rather fee-

ble so one wonders if he just didn’t want to give Rick Smiley, the current Vice President, some more practice 

in running the show.  Goodness knows  he needs it as every time he tries to “take the floor” during Kurt’s time 

with the gavel, he gets shut down. 

 Due to the Judging Event, Kurt said the meeting would continue after the judging while we are eating pizza.  

With that, after only five minutes, he turned the meeting over to our Judging Chairman, the mostly honorable 

Tracy Crisler.   

 Tracy went over the basic fundamentals, like CDCIF, explaining deduction notations, simplified math and 

used examples to explain his points.  One attentive listener, apparently so impressed with the presentation, 

asked if Tracy also wrote speeches for President Obama.  His answer was no but someone could have com-

mented that his delivery was similar to the last President as Rick was sure looking mystified!  I think the math 

was too much for him! 

 The judging started at 8:30 and continued until noon.   The business meeting resumed at 12:30 in between piz-

za bites. 

 Dallas announced that before today's expenses we had $2,932.59 sitting next to our savings account of $100 in 

the bank.  

New Business:  

 Kurt mentioned that it was again nearing election time, which stimulated Kent Michael to comment that since 

Kurt was not going to be available for the next two months, maybe we would not have to re-elect him!  We all 

laughed, but since I have not heard anyone clamoring for that job I suspect Kurt is again a “shoe-in”.  After all, 

look where he has gotten us in just a few years.  Besides, the surest way to get elected for anything around here 

is to be absent at the time of the nominations.  Let that be a warning to any of you who are thinking of not at-

tending the next couple of months.  Protect your own interests.  BE HERE. 

 Kurt mentioned that anybody planning to attend the October Regional meeting in Frisco, Texas on the 17th 

through the 19th should get their registration going today.  Also, you need to hurry with your motel accommo-

dations too.  

 Rick mentioned that maybe we could have November’s meeting around Roy Ester’s completed ’57.  Since he 

has two months to finish it, it shouldn’t be a problem.  Not for someone who is so motivated and has so few 

(Continued on page 7) 

September Meeting Minutes  -  Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc. 
Minutes Prepared By Chapter Secretary Jim Coote 



Midway USA Tune Up Page 7 

interruptions in his retirement life!  We should all be so lucky. 

 Kurt mentioned that Dale Green and he have discussed how to spend some of our checking account money by 

purchasing a video projector.  The idea surfaced after a few less than successful attempts to show videos 

through available TV’s.  After some investigative work, we’ll get filled in more. 

 Joan Burnett and Kurt discussed the NCRA’s web site and the need to update it more often so that prospective 

members don’t get the wrong impression of the organization not being very active.  Makes you kind of wonder 

about the impression that we make on a visitor to one of our monthly meetings!  Not to worry though, Rick 

will be in charge for the next two months! 

 Once again Kurt commented that the Newsletter needs new or at least different blood in the way of commen-

tary or technical articles. He claims the “Old Cow” is drying up.  Sounds like maybe he could write about 

growing up on a farm, doesn’t it?  Someone said he thought that maybe he was just getting old.  Another one 

mumbled that maybe he was tired of listening to himself.  Anyway, Kurt thinks that Roy, Dallas and Kent 

could contribute tech articles and volunteered to transcribe them for publication in the “Midway USA Tune 

Up”.  It would be good to hear from more of the members. 

 According to Kurt, the Judging Chairmanship may be opening up soon.  It seems that some family responsibil-

ities (like shoveling snow) are getting in the way of Tracy fulfilling his volunteered duties with our organiza-

tion.  Dave Houlihan’s name was mentioned and we didn’t hear any negative responses, so maybe we can let 

Tracy off our hook if he indeed needs to resign.   The Car Show does not fall under the duties of the Judging 

Chairman, which seemed to relieve Dave somewhat. 

 Rather than working on his car, Dave was channel surfing the other day and discovered that the Velocity 

Channel (formerly the Speed Channel) has a program on Friday nights titled Corvette Nation.  It airs at 7:00 

PM.  It's about all things Corvette.  Might even motivate some of us! 

 Joan, our regional director, gave us an inspirational talk on getting more of us to assume the responsibilities of 

our club.  A polite way of saying to get involved.   

 Right after Joan's challenge, Kurt thought it would be a good time to ask for volunteers to host the annual 

Christmas party.  There were so many volunteers that Kurt had a hard time picking one, but he finally settled 

on the secretary.  So, this Christmas we will meet at the Coote's house out in Derby on the 14th of December, 

unless the Cootes have a conflict.  As soon as Ms Coote finds out about this event, and agrees with it, the 

menu will be decided upon and you will be advised as to what to bring. 

 A brief announcement was given about another car show, but this one is with free burgers and some beer.  It is 

a fund raiser for KETCH, an organization that helps people with disabilities.  

The meeting adjourned at 1 PM.  Not bad for a meeting, lunch and a car judging.  

September Meeting Minutes  -  Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc. 
Continued 

Did You Know 

Although the 427 engine was developed first, the 396 engine went into 

the Corvette, as well as the Chevrolet and Chevelle due to the GM policy 

of limiting these cars to a maximum of 400 cubic inch engines. 
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Member  ______________________________________________________________________ 

Address  _________________________________  City: _______________________________ 

State  ___________  Zip: __________ - ______  Email: _________________________________ 

Home Phone ________________  Mobile _______________  

List of Corvettes: 

 Year  Color  Style  Additional Comments for Corvette 

 _____   _______________   _______   _________________________________________ 

 _____   _______________   _______   _________________________________________ 

Restoration Experience (if any) _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Midway USA Membership Date ___________ NCRS Member #  _______ 

National Corvette Restorers Society 

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS 
http://www.ncrs.org/midwayusa/ 

Membership Application 

Membership Dues: 

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS ($20.00) __ Check # ____  Cash  

A NCRS Membership is Required. By Internet http://www.ncrs.org/membership/index.html 

    NCRS Membership is $35.00  By Phone (513) 385-8526 

 

Mail this application and check written to Midway USA Chapter NCRS: 

Kurt Geis  (NCRS-KS) Membership Chair / Chairman 

14123 W. Onewood Ct.  

Wichita, Ks 67235  

(316) 773-0774 

The Midway USA Chapter of NCRS 
promotes the enjoyment, preservation and restoration of Chevrolet Corvettes.  

We meet the 2
nd

 Saturday of each month at Davis-Moore Chevrolet 8200 West Kellogg. 

The National Corvette Restorers Society Mission 

     Formed in 1974, the National Corvette Restorers Society is a non-profit hobby group of 15,800+ fami-

lies dedicated to the restoration, preservation, history and enjoyment of Corvettes made from the model 

years 1953 through 1996. 

     If you are looking for a 1953 - 96 Corvette: The seller is telling you "the numbers match". Do you know 

what they mean? Are they truthful? Join the NCRS and learn from all of the information we have gathered 

in the last 33 years to make a wise decision when you purchase your Corvette. 

     If you already own a 1953 - 96 Corvette: No matter what you are up to, NCRS members have been 

there before. Benefit from all of the information we have gathered in the last 33 years to make better and 

smarter decisions as you restore and maintain your valuable Corvette. 

http://www.ncrs.org/midwayusa
http://www.ncrs.org/membership/index.html

