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Chairman Ramblings- By Rick Smiley
Since I was not at last
month’s meeting, I will take
this opportunity to brag
about our club’s
accomplishments for the
first eight months of this
year. Before I get too far
into our accomplishments I
want to thank Dave
Houlihan for filling in for
me last month. I have to be
honest here. Dave filled me
in on what happened and
who talked bad about me
(Jim) in my absence! Dave
was particularly impressed
with Dallas’ new toy which I
will get to later.

8th award. Thanks again to
everyone.

I would like to start with
CONGRATULATIONS to all
our members for achieving
our 7th consecutive TOP
FLIGHT AWARD. Our club
has earned this award every
year that we have been
eligible. And, we are well
on our way to achieving our

Also in January, the club
was invited to Dave Dennis’
warm garage to judge his
newly restored chassis.
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As I look back over the year
I wonder where it’s gone.
It seems it was only
yesterday that we had our
January meeting and were
planning the club’s
activities for the year.
In January Dale Green and
John Jones had their cars
and our club banner on
display at the annual Devlin
car show in the warm
Century II. They are hoping
more club cars will be able
to attend next year.

As the weather warmed up,
so too did the club’s
activities. In February we
had Dallas Keller’s and John

Jones’ 1968 roadsters to
have what I like to call
“same but different” judging
school where we could
compare the two cars.
In March we had a judge
“this part” school. It’s
always fun because we never
know what our members will
bring to the meeting.
April brought about our first
Chapter Judging meet. We
had two original 1968s to
judge, one coupe and one
roadster.
In May we were invited to
Dallas and Kerri Keller’s
garage to judge their newly
completed big block chassis.
Following this, a large group
of members headed to
Newton, Iowa for the
Midwest NCRS Regional. No
one took a car but we all had
(Continued on page 2)

Chairman Ramblings– Continued
(Continued from page 1)

judging assignments. Bev and I had the opportunity to
judge the new "concours" class. At the banquet Bev
Smiley and Casey Coats received their Master Judge
Hats.
Shortly after we arrived home from Newton, Iowa it
was time for our annual All Corvette Charity Car Show
on June 10th. As usual this went off without a hitch.
Our club was able to present a check for $1000.00 to
the American Cancer Society. We had a new cook this
year for the brats by the name of John Jones. I hear
that he is our cook for 2018. On Sunday following our
car show Joe Elliott led our club’s caravan to the Lake
Afton car.
July brought about the NCRS National Convention in
San Antonio, Texas. Here again a group of members
headed south and again we all had judging
assignments. Casey Coats with his 1960 and John
Hecker with his 1999 convertible were on the judging
floor. Steve Williams had his 1967 roadster on display
to help celebrate the year of the ‘67.
Casey Coats earned a NATIONAL TOP FLIGHT. John
Hecker also earned a NATIONAL TOP FLIGHT and the
FIRST Dave Hill Award to a C5. At the membership
meeting, Midway USA received their TOP FLIGHT
award. John Hecker finally received his RED HAT for
the Dave McLellan that his C-4 received a few years
ago. I received my 200 point Master Judge Hat. July
also brought a valuable cleaning tip from Dave
Houlihan. The use of OLD USED dryer sheets to
remove bug splatter and water spots. Hey, don’t
laugh it really works. I have tried it and I am
impressed. You just have to remember to keep the
sheet wet. Remember, used dryer sheets only.
The August meeting I was committed to a Habitat for
Humanity’s build at the Cathedral so Dave Houlihan
filled in for me. Dallas brought a bunch of his
specialty tools and gave a tech session on how they
each worked. Dave said the flameless torch was really impressive. It was so impressive he could not
remember the other tools other than to say they were
pretty cool also. Maybe Dallas will bring these items
when I can be present.
I think it is safe to say this has been a very active year
so far, and it is not over. After our September
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NCRS Events Calendar

(National & Local)
NCRS web site http://www.ncrs.org
then click on the Events link.

Or click the underline link for registration
then enter your NCRS Forum credentials
then click the event to register

Sept 7-9 Northwest Regional @ Redmond, OR
 Sept 9
Chapter Meeting,, Judging School, &
Judging meet
 Oct 14
Chapter Meeting and Octoberfest
Picnic
 Oct 26-28 Texas Regional @ Frisco, TX
 Nov 11
Chapter Meeting and Judging School
 Dec 9 or 16
Chapter Meeting and Christmas
Party (date to be finalized)
2018
 Jan 10-13 Florida Regional @ Lakeland, FL
 Apr 12-14 Carolina Regional @ Greenville, SC
 May 16-19 Arizona Regional @ Scottsdale, AZ
 Jun 7-9 Michigan Regional @ Dearborn, MI
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Chairman Ramblings– Continued
meeting we will be having a judging school
and our second Chapter Judging event. We
have the opportunity to judge Bob Mayle’s
1964 roadster and a 1968 435 horse from Nebraska. October brings our annual OCTOBERFEAST at Dale Green’s club house. Following
is our Club Christmas Dinner on Friday December 1st at Dale Green’s club house. Hey!
November’s open?????
In concluding this article I am reminded of
the questionnaire we passed out at the start
of the year. I believe we have fulfilled most
of the things our club members wanted to do.
And I know we have succeeded in the number
one answer. And that was to have fun!
“THE CHAIRMAN”

Did You
Know

In 1964, which of the following statements is
true?
A. Only the passenger’s side vent is
functional;
B. Both passenger’s and driver’s side vents
are functional;
C. Only the driver’s side vent is functional;
D. Neither vent is functional.
Check out page 9
for the answer
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V.C.This ‘n That — Dave Houlihan
Greetings from Jo, Tim & Dave at Corvettes at
Carlisle! Weather perfect this year - high
temperature for each day was mid-upper 70s.
Number of small mom & pop vendors was
about the same as last year. Number of large
vendors seemed to grow compared to last
year. However, several long-term faces were
missing, along with their typically excellent
seminars - Gary Ramadei and Chris Petris in
particular.
Not that there was any dearth of excellent
seminars - Paul Koerner & Brittany George
with nine different seminars covering a
variety of topics on C5, C6 and C7. J.D. Orr
former GM Design Engineer on Automobile
Design Development Process (Orr worked
with Bill Mitchell, Zora Duntov, John
Delorean, and Dave McLellan during his
career). Nine of the twenty L88s built in 1967
were on “Chip’s Choice” display. Two L88
walk through seminars (Fri/Sat). (Even had a
short L88 parade) etc,etc,etc …. More
seminars than there was time available. Nice
job!
NCRS display had some great cars on display seemed like good traffic under the tent.
Fairgrounds were pretty much packed much
like last year when 5000+ cars were in
attendance.
5th edition of 1968-69 Tech Guide was
available at Carlisle. This new 3 1/2 lb color
manual is very nice. Several copies (including
the Chapter’s black & white copy) are headed
back to Wichita. We plan a stop in Bowling
Green visiting the museum. All for now.
David Houlihan
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Corvettes at Carlisle—(pictures by Dave Houlihan)

Comments that came with these pictures
included possible test car for Meguiar’s
Miracle Wax and that it took 2 bottles.
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Tech Session “Tools Make It Easy”—Dallas Keller (pictures by Kerri Keller)
The tech session this month was presented by Dallas Keller. Dallas has used each of these tools at
one time or another, making the situation much easier than just using a wrench, screwdriver, or
fingers. Some were purchased and some were home made by Dave Dennis or Dave Houlihan.
Steering Box Lubrication Bolt — This tool was home made,
but can be purchased, and is used by removing two of the
bolts in the steering box cover and inserting this tool into
the lower bolt hole. Using a grease gun, add grease until
the grease comes out the top bolt hole. Reinsert the
original bolts.

Front Spare Tire Tub Bolts Remove and Replace — This tool
Is used to easily remove and insert the front spare tire tub
bolts. It simply attaches to a ratchet and extension. This
tool was home made, and as far as I know cannot be
purchased.

Shifter Linkage Adjusting Gage — This is inserted in a slot in
the shifter levers to align these levers so that you can
adjust the linkage to length. You must remember to
remove when finished adjusting or you will not be able to
shift. This item was purchased.

Door Window Channel Nut Removal/Installation Tool — The
prongs on this tool align up with the holes in the door window
channel nut, which is very flat and impossible to get a wrench
on, to easily remove or install the nut. This tool was
purchased.

Midway USA Tune Up
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Tech Session “Tools Make It Easy”—Dallas Keller (pictures by Kerri Keller)

Head Light Switch Retaining Nut Removal Tool — Remove head
light pull rod. Insert this tool so the prongs line up with the slots
in the retaining nut and remove or install the nut. This tool was
purchased.

Carpet Plug Installation Tool — Insert the end of this tool
into the hole of the carpet plug. Insert plug thru carpet
and fiberglass. This tool was purchased. You must still be
very careful, because you can still push it thru the end of
the plug. Heating the plug and/or putting a lubricant on
the plug also helps.

Rear Shock Mount Removal Tool — Remove nut and thread
on the end of the shock mount. Using a large hammer, hit
repeatedly until the shock mount comes out. To avoid
damaging threads keep this tool screwed on tight. This tool
was purchased.

Sending unit removal/installation tool — Thread this tool
onto sending unit to remove/install the retaining cam.
This tool was purchased. This tool works much better
than using a hammer and screwdriver, especially installing.

Midway USA Tune Up
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Tech Session “Tools Make It Easy”—Dallas Keller (pictures by Kerri Keller)

Windshield Wiper Arm Removal Tool — Hook
the dangling finger on the spring clip that is
under the base of the wiper arm and then
squeeze wiper arm and handle of this tool
together to take off the wiper arm. This tool
works great, but there is a learning curve to
use. This tool was purchased.

Brake Caliper Piston Retaining Tool — Slip one
over each half of the caliper so that you can
retract the pistons and drop in the brake pads.
Then remove. You can do one pad at a time,
but it is easier to have a pair of these and do
both pads at the same time. These can be
purchased separately.

Door Hinge Spring Installation Tool — There is a
YouTube video that shows how to use this tool.
Watching the video is easier than trying to
describe how this tool is used. You can install
the spring with the door in place using this tool.
This tool was purchased.

Window Handle Removal Tool — Slide tool
between door panel and window handle to push
off the retaining clip. If you can’t get it off from
one direction, move tool until you can remove
the retaining clip. This tool was purchased.

Midway USA Tune Up
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Tech Session “Tools Make It Easy”—Dallas Keller (pictures by Kerri Keller)

Mini-Ductor II — This tool is used to heat a nut or bolt without the use of an open flame of a
torch. The tool comes with multiple sized tips to fit properly around the nut or bolt. The
coil does not touch the nut or bolt, but heats it red-hot in just a few seconds The bolt or nut
can then be removed. This eliminates possible damage to the surrounding areas (fiberglass,
wiring , etc.) the dangers associated with using an open flame around fuel lines. Since the
tech session, this tool was used to remove several rusted bumperette bolts that we were
unable to remove with Kroil oil and PB Blaster and a wrench. This tool is rather expensive,
but much less expensive than damage that could be caused by a fire. (This is the flameless
torch mentioned in the Chairman’s Ramblings and so impressed Dave Houlihan and others.)
Swap ‘N Shop
FOR SALE:
1968 Only Wheels (2) K18 5 13 AG—$300 pair,
(4) K17 12 20 AG—$650 set, and (4) AG stamp
only—$600 set.
Call Dallas Keller (316) 200-4125
———————————————————————————————

C2 Tinted Windshield. Excellent condition
$125.00 Not Original Call Dave Dennis (316) 650
-0152
327 Engine (not from a Corvette) with
Corvette double hump heads for ‘62 Corvette.
$800.00
Call Dave Dennis (316) 650-0152
870 Block for late ‘62 Corvette $900.00
Call Dave Dennis (316) 650-0152
Midway USA Tune Up

————————————————————————————1962 Bell housing, 56-57 Generator $400, 2 5662 Corvette windshields (pick up), 63-65 NOS
FI Nozzle blocks ( in Boxes) $175 Dave Ewan
59 4 speed tail shaft $200, 56-58 high performance generator pulley Dave Ewan
1960 Posi unit , 57 rebuilt posi unit 3/70 with
new gears bearings and clutch pack. Many
other C-1 parts.
Dave Ewan #177
(817) 482-1978 daveewan@gvtc.com
————————————————————————————WANTED:
Your unwanted Restorer Magazines.
Call Dallas Keller (316) 200-4125
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2017 - Midway USA Calendar of Events - 2017

Sept 7 -> 9

Northwest Regional in Redmond, Oregon

Sept 9

Meeting, judging school, and judging event

Sept 28

Attitude Adjustment Night

Oct 14

Meeting and “October feast” Picnic – Dale G. HOA Clubhouse

Oct 26 –28

Texas NCRS Regional in Frisco, TX

Nov 11

Meeting and tech session / judging school

Dec 1

Christmas Party - Dale G. HOA Clubhouse

Dec 9

Meeting

2017
Chapter
Event
Schedule

2018
Jan 10-13

Floridat Regional in Lakeland, FL

Jan 13

Meeting

Feb 10

Meeting

Mar 10

Meeting

Apr 14

Meeting

Apr 12-14

Carolina Regional in Greenville, South Carolina

May 12

Meeting

May 16-19

Arizona Regional in Scottsdale, Arizona

Jun 7-9

Michigan Regional in Dearborn, Michigan

Jun 9

Meeting and All Corvette Charity Car Show

Jul 15-20

National Convention in Las Vegas, Nevada

Sep 20-22

Mid Atlantic Regional in Altoona, Pennsylvania

Oct 25-27

Texas Regional in Frisco, Texas

Road trips and car shows provided by John J. We’re thinking of meeting Kansas City Chapter at the
Brookville Restaurant (Salina, KS) or Cotton Wood Falls.

Did You Know Answer:
C. In 1964, only the driver’s side vent is
functional.

Midway USA Tune Up
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Meeting Minutes - Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc.
Minutes Prepared By Chapter Secretary Jim Coote

The August 2017 monthly meeting was held on the 12th, and called to order at 9:05 A.M. by our
Vice Chairman, Dave Houlihan. There were 22 in attendance, including a visit from Mike
Blackburn. The reason the meeting started 5 minutes later than the designated start time was
because I had to take time to dig out my phone to answer a phone call from one of the board
members who was checking to see if I was coming or not!!!!! I WAS IN THE BUILDING! Actually,
the phone call wasn't my only delay. No, they had west bound Kellogg blocked at the 235 exit so I
had to detour up to Central, down Tyler, then east on the access road. I haven't yet learned to
start 20 minutes before a logical time like Roy Ester has. He's never late, even if the roads are
blocked. I'm going to learn from him even if he is my junior!
Old Business:
Dave, substituting for our Chairman, Rick Smiley, welcomed all of us and explained why he was
talking instead of Rick. Rick it seems was on another of his "good will" missions, but for some
reason Bev didn't feel compelled to accompany him because she was one of the 22 who
attended.
Dave asked Dale Green, our very active Membership Chairman, to get up and address the group in
his "tennis outfit". He wore that so that he could have an excuse to leave if the meeting ran
much past 10 A.M. His mission this morning was to show us a likeness of the brick that our club
had made by the Corvette Museum in memory of Kurt Geis to be displayed with other memorial
bricks in front of the Corvette Store. The sample that Dale showed us was purchased by the
Southwinds Corvette Club for Karen Geis. The sample looked great and the next time you are
in Bowling Green, KY, stop in and take a gander. It's in section HEX 4F.
Dallas Keller, our treasurer, shared with us our financial position after he paid for donuts that Rick
purchased for the Davis-Moore Chevrolet crew for all the work they did for our car show back in
June. Somehow we ended up with a good sampling of donuts for us too! Anyway, we now have
$2,190.87 after all the bills have been paid, including the $1000.00 given to our charity, The
American Cancer Society, most of which was raised from our June car show.
A discussion ensued about our annual picnic which involved when to have it, where and what
time. With little effort it was decided to have it again in October, in the Green's community
meeting room, on the 2nd Saturday of the month and to start at 10 o'clock with our business
meeting. The meat would be furnished by the club and the attendees should bring a dish fit for
a picnic.
New Business:
Mike Blackburn, the coordinator of the Corvette display at the "Cars for Charities", formerly known
as the "Starbird-Devlin Rod & Customs Charities Car Show" (I see why they changed it), came to
address the group. He told us of some of their ideas for presenting a more cohesive and
impressive look at next year's event and the need for more input as well as volunteers for the
show. The Corvette Museum is going to send one of their display cars for the event as well as
having a Corvette Memorabilia Store. The store is one place that they will need volunteers to
relieve the one individual from NCM as he/she might need a break or two. Mark Eaton's '57, a
creation of Mark Bauer of Bauer Auto Restoration, is going to be shown also. The goal is to have
24 "awesome" Vettes this year in order to meet the goal of the group. Registrations will need
to be in by October in order to get creative in signage. Mike and his participants have spent a
lot of time thinking about their challenge and it sounds like they are well on their way to
success if they can get the desired 24 awesome Vettes.
Mine won't be available that soon, so please help Mike look elsewhere. Besides, awesome is in the
eye of the beholder, or in some cases, the owner!
Tracy Crisler, our Judging Chairman, commented on the upcoming Judging Meet next
month when we will be pawing all over Bob Mayle's 1964 Convertible. The car is
(Continued on page 11)
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Meeting Minutes - Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc.
Minutes Prepared By Chapter Secretary Jim Coote

(Continued from page 10)

relatively new to Bob as is Bob to our club, but he seems reasonable so I don't think he'll get
into too many arguments with our very qualified judges. We'll see how good I am at judging
character. Just don't judge me by the characters I hang out with! Tracy is looking for someone
who has a topic that we can use next month for our judging school prior to the Judging Meet.
Let him know if you have any ideas or we might not enjoy what he picks for us!
Dave asked John Jones what he had come up with in the way of a road trip to Cotton Wood Falls.
He sashayed around that question by saying, "pick a date". September and October were tossed
up, and discussion revealed that maybe October 1st weekend would be best for the dozen
hands raised indicating interest in such an outing. The hotel in Cotton Wood Falls is a common
destination for those wanting a good meal. Strong City also has a good restaurant called Ad
Astra which is a bit more casual and thus maybe less pricey. The trip would be about 80 miles
for our club and 105 for the KC club. Again John said he would dig further since even the Vice
Chair doesn't seem to let him off the hook.
The Christmas party, four months away, came up for discussion as to where and when. All eyes
seemed to be aimed at the front table, but that's just 'cause the table was in front of their eyes
I guess. When no one volunteered to host the party this year, same as last year, Dale suggested
that maybe we could have it in their community club house. A lot of heads went up and down
realizing that they would not have to go home and ask their mate if "they" wanted to host a
party. Trying to time our party so as to not conflict with the other two clubs has in the past
been a problem, so we decided to shoot for Friday the 15th. That's in December. Four months
from now. At my age I never plan that far in advance. As Dave & Jo Houlihan know, I don't
even buy green bananas!
Dave reminded us tactfully that our "Attitude Adjustment Night" is the fourth Thursday of the
month, which in this case is the 24th. It is still at Side Pockets at Kellogg and Tyler. For those
who have not participated, you ought to try it out. The wife will appreciate not having to cook
that evening and beer will help anything go down.
Dave, noticing that it wasn't even 10 o'clock yet, asked if there were any questions. Rick never
does that! Of course he doesn't want the meeting to run into my lunch hour. Anyway, Phil
Lorenz asked for information on the "black out" on the wheel wells of a '63 Vette. Tracy
dispatched that question quickly but by the look on Phil's face, I think he may have raised more
questions then he answered. Then Bob Mayle asked how to get his clock out of his '64. Several
volunteers offered their advice but no one volunteered to help him repair it before the Judging
Meet next month.
When my watch indicated it was 9:45 A.M., Dave announced the meeting was over and Dallas
would begin a tech session that he had prepared covering some of the many tools available to
work on your Corvette. Some were purchased and some made by David Dennis or Dave Houlihan.
New Midway USA Chapter
members will receive a
pair of Chevy Bowtie Breast
Cancer awareness pins.
Additional pins are
available for $5.00 each.
Midway USA Tune Up
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Date ___________

NCRS Member # _______

National Corvette Restorers Society

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS
http://www.midwayusancrs.org

Membership Application
Member ______________________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________

City: _______________________________

State ___________ Zip: __________ - ______ Email: _________________________________
Home Phone ________________ Mobile _______________
List of Corvettes:
Year

Color

Style

Additional Comments for Corvette

_____

_______________

_______

_________________________________________

_____

_______________

_______

_________________________________________

Restoration Experience (if any) _____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Midway USA Chapter of NCRS in Wichita, KS
promotes the enjoyment, preservation and restoration of Chevrolet Corvettes.
We meet the 2nd Saturday of each month, 9:00 a.m. at Davis-Moore Chevrolet 8200 West Kellogg.
The National Corvette Restorers Society Mission
Formed in 1974, the National Corvette Restorers Society is a non-profit hobby group of 15,800+ families dedicated to the restoration, preservation, history and enjoyment of Corvettes made from the model
years 1953 through 1996.
If you are looking for a 1953 - 96 Corvette: The seller is telling you "the numbers match". Do you know
what they mean? Are they truthful? Join the NCRS and learn from all of the information we have gathered
in the last 33 years to make a wise decision when you purchase your Corvette.
If you already own a 1953 - 96 Corvette: No matter what you are up to, NCRS members have been
there before. Benefit from all of the information we have gathered in the last 33 years to make better and
smarter decisions as you restore and maintain your valuable Corvette.
Chapter Membership Dues:
Midway USA Chapter of NCRS ($20.00) __ Check # ____
Cash ______
A Nat’l NCRS Membership is Required.
Register by Internet http://www.ncrs.org/shop
Nat’l NCRS Membership is $45.00
Register by Phone (513) 385-8526
Mail this application and check written to Midway USA Chapter NCRS:
Dale Green (Midway USA Membership Admin)
2105 N. Glen Wood Ct.
Wichita, KS 67230-1771
(316) 636-2410
Midway USA Tune Up
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