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Chairman Ramblings- By Rick Smiley
Before I get started I want to
CONGRATULATE our club on
being awarded our 7th
consecutive TOP FLIGHT
award.

Thank you Dale for arranging
and providing photos of
Kurt’s stone at the National
Corvette Museum. (Page 11)
July has been such a busy
month I do not know where
to start. It seems no sooner
was our annual All Corvette
Show wrapped up, Bev and I,
along with Jo and Dave
Houlihan were headed to the
NCRS National Convention in
Midway USA Tune Up

San Antonio, Texas. Here we
met fellow club members,
Tim Houlihan, Dave and Mary
Gulley, Peter Gregory, Dave
Ewan and Gene Holtz. I have
been told Joe Elliott was
there, but I never saw him???
Steve and Denise Williamson
brought their ‘67 roadster for
display. Casey and Sylvia
Coats brought his ‘59 for
Flight Judging and John and
Cindy Hecker brought his ‘99
for Flight Judging and Dave
Hill Award.
When Dave Houlihan told us
this convention center was
huge, he was not kidding!
You have to see this place to
realize just how big it really
is. The job Dave and Jo
Houlihan did on laying out
the floor plan was fantastic.
There were 167 cars on
display with plenty of room
for judges to walk around.
Also in attendance were

numerous vendors. To
celebrate the 1967 - 50th
anniversary, there were 70—
1967’s in attendance with 27
of those entered to be flight
judged.
Our club did pretty well in the
awards area. Congratulations
go out to Casey Coats and his
1959 for his National Top
Flight. John Hecker and his
1999 convertible received a
National Top Flight and the
Dave Hill Award. John also
was presented his Red Hat for
his C-4. Congratulations to
both of you.
I have to mention the special
tour of the Alamo and the
dinner afterwards. To me,
this was a once in lifetime
experience to tour the Alamo
with a guide who provided a
history of the Alamo and of
course the battle that became

(Continued on page 2)

Chairman Ramblings– Continued
(Continued from page 1)

a rallying cry for the people of Texas. We had a
demonstration of loading and firing the Kentucky Long
rifle and a musket. Pretty cool stuff. The meal was
BBQ of course. The Brisket was so tender you could cut
it with your fork. Oh, and did I mention the peach cobbler and ice cream for dessert!!!!! There was so much
for a person to do after the show, no way could you get
bored. If you ever get to San Antonio, you have to do
the river walk tour. Am I beginning to sound like a tour
guide????
Our September Chapter Judging Event is coming up
pretty quick. If anyone has a car or knows a NCRS
member that would like his or her car judged please let
Tracy know. I have reached out to John Hecker to
inquire if the KC club has anyone. Tracy is also going to
put our event on the NCRS national calendar.
I will see everyone in September,
‘till then try to keep cool.

NCRS Events Calendar

(National & Local)
NCRS web site http://www.ncrs.org
then click on the Events link.

Or click the underline link for registration
then enter your NCRS Forum credentials
then click the event to register









Aug 10-12 Pittsburgh Tri-State Regional @
Altoona, Pa
Aug 12 Chapter Meeting & Tech Session
Sept 7-9 Northwest Regional @ Redmond, OR
Sept 9 Chapter Meeting,, Judging School, &
Judging meet
Oct 14
Chapter Meeting and Octoberfest
Picnic
Oct 26-28 Texas Regional @ Frisco, TX
Nov 11
Chapter Meeting and Judging School
Dec 9 or 16 Chapter Meeting and Christmas
Party (date to be finalized)

Smiley
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Did You
Know

What year was the first year to
have three hood styles: the small
block hood, the big block hood,
and the L-88 hood, even though
externally the L-88 looked like
the regular big block hood?
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Check out page 10
for the answer
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V.C.This ‘n That — Dave Houlihan

National’s Race Car Seminar—Dave Houlihan

Greetings from San Antonio National. Some
statistics: 165 cars registered, 818 total attendees, 101 Road Tour, 99 Judged Cars. Hats
off to the Texas Chapter for another
exceptional event.

CORVETTE RACE CAR SEMINAR on Thursday
morning at 10 AM. We had about 120 people, as
many that wanted to attend had judging conflicts. Overall, it was a great success.

Congratulations go to Rick Smiley for his 200
Point Club presentation. Congratulations also
to John Hecker – awarded his Red Hat - PLUS
John received a Hill Award on his 1999. His was
the first C5 Hill Award ever presented. Casey
Coats’ beautiful 1959 was awarded Top Flight.
1967 “Year of the Corvette” display (57 cars)
included Steve Williamson’s 1967 – another
beautiful car. Most 1967s we’re likely to see
together for a while.
On Monday, I had my first Tech Session courtesy
of Glorie Mc Nay - her Tech Tip included later.
Great food, as usual, marked the Texas Chapter’s efforts. Tour and dinner at the Alamo was
memorable for both history and food. Awards
dinner was topped off with chocolate cake (a
lot of chocolate would be an understatement)
including a unique white chocolate with Corvette logo brick – best Corvette you ever ate!
Several interesting seminars – I especially enjoyed Serial #1 Small Block Chevrolet cast in
1954 and early 427 motors (based on 409
blocks). Hopefully some of those photos make
it into this newsletter.

Special guest DAVE MORGAN and the ‘67 L-88
Race car he and DON YENKO drove at SEBRING
in 1967 and again at DAYTONA with JERRY
GRANT in 1968 when it was a year old were together again. At 92 years, his memory is super
sharp and he shared many stories at the SEMINAR.
DAVEY JORDAN was also on stage with us. He co
-drove the #44 JIM GARNER 1968 Corvette with
SCOOTER PATRICK at DAYTONA in 1968. DAVEY
celebrated his 82nd birthday at Convention.
We all had a special celebration dinner funded
by great NCRS members Jaime Gesundheit, Michael Pierce, Mark Berns, and Jeff Reade on
Thursday.
NCRS members Glen and Lucia Spielberg
brought the original ‘67 L-88 Race car from
Long Island to share with members the ''history''
of this great hobby. Note the chair. It was
DAVE's original SCCA SEBRING chair now with
the car. I love the history and great people who
share it.

Midway USA Chapter achieved a 2016 “Top
Flight” Chapter award. Congratulations to us!
Dave Houlihan
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San Antonio Nationals Pictures—(pictures by Rick Smiley)
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San Antonio Nationals Pictures—(pictures by Rick Smiley) continued
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San Antonio Nationals Pictures—(pictures by Rick Smiley) continued
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San Antonio National’s Midway USA Members—(pictures by Vinnie Peters)

Coats, Smileys, and Houlihans at San Antonio

Rick accepts Top Flight for Midway USA Chapter

John receives red hat for his C-4 Corvette.

John and his 1999 receive 1st C-5 Dave Hill Award.
Midway USA Tune Up

Rick receives his 200 point judging awards.

Casey and his 1959 receive National Top
Flight Award.
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Impromptu tech session “Frame & body reunited“ - Kerri Keller, pictures by Dee, Kerri, & Rick
On Tuesday, July 25, Jim’s 1963 frame and body were reunited after several years of separation.
Ten club members, and Jim’s son and wife met at Jim’s to ensure this marriage went without a
hitch and was appropriately documented. Jim had been planning this reunion for months. The
body was attached to the chain hoist, the body mount bolts were all laid out strategically on the
work bench, and he even had a pair of white gloves with each member’s name on them laying on
the car’s fender. Now, I’m not sure what the whole story is, but for some reason, Jim felt
compelled to show our chairman which glove was suppose to go on which hand. I am assuming
there is a secret in the past that I am not privy to. But at any rate, one thing I do know is that It
is true that four eyes are better than two (22 in our case), as more than once someone yelled
“STOP” as the body was lowered down to it’s partner. Radiator support still attached to the dolly
while raising the body off the dolly, tack cable 90 degree adapter and ignition shielding hitting the
fire wall, missing cushions for center body mounts, and the body hung up on the shifter assembly
were “STOP” issues. After a short hour and 20 minutes, the frame and body were back together
as one, the rotisserie and lift exchanged places,
and the car was put on the lift for it’s next phase
of restoration. Jim sighed and wiped his brow.
After a few minutes of discussion, we were off to
lunch to celebrate! The pictures tell the story.
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Impromptu tech session “Frame and body reunite” - continued
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Tech Tip – Detailing – Removing Bugs, Tree
Sap, Tar, etc.—Dave Houlihan
Tip-of-the-hat to Glorie McNay (Northern California Chapter) for this one.
At the San Antonio National I caught Glorie’s
“tech session” as she was removing some tree
sap from a 1996’s rear window. Owner couldn’t
get the sap off after using a variety of cleaners.
Glorie to the rescue.
Taking a USED fabric softener dryer sheet
(Bounce in this case) she soaked the sheet in
half a glass of water for a minute or so. The water turns a light milky color. Then using the wet
Bounce sheet and some elbow grease she proceeded to remove tree sap from the rear glass –
dipping the sheet back into the water to refresh
liquid as needed.
You will still need to use your regular cleaner for
removing fabric softener residue from surface.
Works on bugs, tar etc. Be sure the dryer sheets
are used as new sheets will put too much softener into the water.
I’d never seen or heard of this detailing trick.
When I related my discovery during last month’s
chapter meeting, Kerri Keller says, “Well I’ve
been do that for years!”
So much for my discovery! What other secrets
does this woman hold?
Dave Houlihan
Kerri’s note: I don’t know about doing it for
years, but had just used dryer sheets to clean
the bugs off the front of the Corvette a few days
prior to the meeting.
Did You Know Answer:
1967 was the first year to have three hood
styles: the small block hood, the big block
hood, and the L-88 hood, even though
externally the L-88 looked like the
regular big block hood.
Midway USA Tune Up

Swap ‘N Shop
FOR SALE:
1968 Only Wheels (2) K18 5 13 AG—$300 pair,
(4) K17 12 20 AG—$650 set, and (4) AG stamp
only—$600 set.
Call Dallas Keller (316) 200-4125
———————————————————————————————

C2 Tinted Windshield. Excellent condition
$125.00 Not Original Call Dave Dennis (316)
650-0152
327 Engine (not from a Corvette) with
Corvette double hump heads for ‘62 Corvette.
$800.00
Call Dave Dennis (316) 650-0152
870 Block for late ‘62 Corvette $900.00
Call Dave Dennis (316) 650-0152
————————————————————————————1962 Bell housing, 56-57 Generator $400, 2 5662 Corvette windshields (pick up), 63-65 NOS
FI Nozzle blocks ( in Boxes) $175 Dave Ewan
59 4 speed tail shaft $200, 56-58 high performance generator pulley Dave Ewan
1960 Posi unit , 57 rebuilt posi unit 3/70 with
new gears bearings and clutch pack. Many
other C-1 parts.
Dave Ewan #177
(817) 482-1978 daveewan@gvtc.com
————————————————————————————WANTED:
Your unwanted Restorer Magazines.
Call Dallas Keller (316) 200-4125
New Midway USA Chapter
members will receive a pair
of Chevy Bowtie Breast
Cancer awareness pins.
Additional pins are
available for $5.00 each.
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2017 - Midway USA Calendar of Events - 2017

Aug 10 -> 12

Pittsburgh Tri-State Regional in Altoona, PA

Aug 12

Meeting and tech session / judging school

Aug 24

Attitude Adjustment Night

Aug 24 -> 27

“Corvettes at Carlisle”, Carlisle, PA

Sept 7 -> 9

Northwest Regional in Redmond, Oregon

Sept 9

Meeting, judging school, and judging event

Sept 28

Attitude Adjustment Night

Oct 14

Meeting and Octoberfest Picnic – Dale G. HOA Clubhouse

Oct 26 –28

Texas NCRS Regional in Frisco, TX

Nov 11

Meeting and tech session / judging school

Dec 9 or16

Meeting and Christmas Party (date to be finalized)

2017
Chapter
Event
Schedule

Road trips and car shows provided by John J. We’re thinking of meeting Kansas City Chapter at the
Brookville Restaurant (Salina, KS) or Cotton Wood Falls.

National Corvette Museum—Kurt Geis’ Memorial Brick
Thank you for your purchase of a National Corvette
Museum Commemorative brick. The success of the
Museum depends on the generous support of persons
like you.
Your brick is located in section HEX 4F (In front of
the Corvette Store) of the Corvette Boulevard, the
inside walkway lining the new addition in the National
Corvette Museum. These bricks represent the
widespread support from individuals, clubs, and
businesses across America and the world.
Your contribution is very important and helps further
the mission of the Museum to celebrate the Corvette’s
invention and to preserve the legendary automobile’s
past, present, and future.

Midway USA Tune Up
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Meeting Minutes - Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc.
Minutes Prepared By Chapter Secretary Jim Coote

The July 2017 monthly meeting was held on the 22nd and called to order at 9:00 A.M. by our
chapter Chairman, Rick Smiley. There were 15 in attendance.
Old Business:
Rick, in his usual friendly manner, welcomed all of us even though we were missing several
members, including the ones who usually attend. An unfamiliar but friendly face in the group
Rick recognized as Bob Mayle. Bob isn't always able to be with us but he got the message that
this month we are meeting on the 4th Saturday of the month instead of our usual 2nd
Saturday.
Dallas, our treasurer, was encouraged by Rick to tell us about our financial position with our bank.
He told us that after our car show we had $3,248.65 in our checking account with an
accompanying savings account of $100.00. When Rick and Dallas can arrange their schedule
they will motor over to the local American Cancer Society headquarters to present them with
our charitable contribution collected at our June car show. More about that later.
Joe Elliott, our lo-tech newsletter proof-reader after the fact, replied to Rick that he could find
nothing wrong with this month's newsletter. Since Joe is not quite up to speed on the
communication devices at his disposal, Rick has been mailing the newsletter to him but
threatened to take one stamp off so that the club won't soon go bankrupt. I'm not sure if this
was Rick's idea or our treasurer knowing how closely Dallas watches our expenditures. Either
way I don't expect that Joe will subscribe to the current century anytime soon, if ever!
New Business:
Dave Houlihan, our knowledgeable Vice Chairman, informed us that the Corvette Museum made
special mention of Kurt Geis' passing in its magazine. Another magazine that Dave is familiar
with is Vette, which had on its cover of the current edition, a drivable cutaway of a 1953
Corvette. The same car was on display at the San Antonio National convention that Dave attended a couple of weeks ago. The chassis is the third that was built for the 1953 Vette body.
Another memorable item at Nationals this year was the first small block Chevrolet motor
displayed by the owner of a Toyota dealer. Somehow, being from Detroit, a Toyota dealer
having the first Chevy engine doesn't seem ethical. Oh well, at least he's willing to share it!
Dallas, Rick and Dave discussed more on these items that were at the San Antonio meeting.
Rick mentioned that Dale Green had arranged for the club to purchase an engraved brick in honor
of Kurt Geis and it has been installed at the museum. We will be displaying at Davis-Moore
Chevrolet a plaque of the image of the brick.
Dallas updated us on the June car show with some details that most of us were not aware of.
First, there were a total of 69 Vettes at the show. To clarify, 10 were dealer cars and 15 were
club member's cars. That leaves 44 attendees who were not at the River Fest show and were
not concerned about the weather or other car shows. That's about half of past car shows
which makes us all wonder if we have exhausted our draw for local Corvettes. A discussion
ensued and it was decided to not move the date next year or make any other changes except
for weather! We are going to have another show next June with only minor changes and hope
(Continued on page 13)
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Meeting Minutes - Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc.
Minutes Prepared By Chapter Secretary Jim Coote

(Continued from page 12)

for a better turn out. In July 2018 we'll reexamine the whole idea. Despite the low turnout,
income from the show was $1348.00, which included entry fees, food sales and donations.
After expenses we netted $828.48. We discussed raising that amount to $1000.00 from our
checking account so that we could give The American Cancer Society an amount that would
seem a little more significant. Jo Houlihan made the motion to increase the sum and a
unanimous vote in favor was recorded.
Rick engaged John Jones in a discussion on a club trip to Cottonwood Falls in September which
was talked about some time ago. John appeared to be caught off guard but he recovered
quickly and said he would do some "more" investigation and report back. Good feint John!
Rick began a discussion among those who attended the San Antonio convention for the benefit of
the rest of us so that we could be aware of what we missed! John Hecker and Casey Coats received awards along with other club members, but see Dave's "This 'n That" article for all the
details. Got to mention though that the club, all of you, received another Top Flight Award.
We have not missed a single year since we became eligible.
Rick added that he enjoyed the class led by Joe Perri on horns, radiators, gas and oil caps. Have
you noticed how much Rick's enthusiasm for such things has increased since he has a 200 level
hat?
Rick reminded everyone that "Attitude Adjustment Night" is this Thursday at our usual, Side
Pockets. He also felt compelled to let us know if we wanted a new 2018 soon that we better
buy now as all production of 2018 models is stopped until October. I didn't see anyone writing
a note to remind them to order one after the meeting.
Another tidbit Rick wanted to share was about shopping around for Vette insurance as he had his
eyes opened by the National Corvette Museum Insurance Agency. It's easy to get a quick quote
just by going to their website and giving them a minimum of information.
Dave told us of a way to remove some unwanted spots or stains from our cars which he learned by
paying attention to a lady cleaning tree sap from someone's car window at the convention.
Then he found out that Kerri Keller had been using that method for years. Guess that's why
the Kellers didn't go to the Texas National this year as she knew all that stuff!
Dallas announced that due to the low turnout for our car show this year he had a surplus of car
plaques and goodie bags if anyone was interested in a freebie.
John Jones enlightened us a little about the "Cars for Charity" meetings which he has been
attending. Next year the Museum is bringing a Corvette for the show. Also next year the
promoters are going to try and encourage only cars of interest to be entered. Who's going to
be the judge for that John? Your car and Dale's have always interested spectators. Especially
if the lookers get to talk to either of you two!
And back to Rick, who advised us that the Concours Class is moving along slowly. Frisco is still in
the "hopeful category" as the process is still in the trial and error status.
At 10:23 A.M. the meeting was adjourned.
Midway USA Tune Up
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Date ___________

NCRS Member # _______

National Corvette Restorers Society

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS
http://www.midwayusancrs.org

Membership Application
Member ______________________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________

City: _______________________________

State ___________ Zip: __________ - ______ Email: _________________________________
Home Phone ________________ Mobile _______________
List of Corvettes:
Year

Color

Style

Additional Comments for Corvette

_____

_______________

_______

_________________________________________

_____

_______________

_______

_________________________________________

Restoration Experience (if any) _____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Midway USA Chapter of NCRS in Wichita, KS
promotes the enjoyment, preservation and restoration of Chevrolet Corvettes.
We meet the 2nd Saturday of each month, 9:00 a.m. at Davis-Moore Chevrolet 8200 West Kellogg.
The National Corvette Restorers Society Mission
Formed in 1974, the National Corvette Restorers Society is a non-profit hobby group of 15,800+ families dedicated to the restoration, preservation, history and enjoyment of Corvettes made from the model
years 1953 through 1996.
If you are looking for a 1953 - 96 Corvette: The seller is telling you "the numbers match". Do you know
what they mean? Are they truthful? Join the NCRS and learn from all of the information we have gathered
in the last 33 years to make a wise decision when you purchase your Corvette.
If you already own a 1953 - 96 Corvette: No matter what you are up to, NCRS members have been
there before. Benefit from all of the information we have gathered in the last 33 years to make better and
smarter decisions as you restore and maintain your valuable Corvette.
Chapter Membership Dues:
Midway USA Chapter of NCRS ($20.00) __ Check # ____
Cash ______
A Nat’l NCRS Membership is Required.
Register by Internet http://www.ncrs.org/shop
Nat’l NCRS Membership is $45.00
Register by Phone (513) 385-8526
Mail this application and check written to Midway USA Chapter NCRS:
Dale Green (Midway USA Membership Admin)
2105 N. Glen Wood Ct.
Wichita, KS 67230-1771
(316) 636-2410
Midway USA Tune Up

Page 14

