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Chairman Ramblings- By Rick Smiley
Chapter One (before Texas)
Can you believe it? October
is gone and by the next
meeting half of November
will be gone too. That will
only leave six Fridays until
Christmas! Speaking of
Christmas, now would be
the time to ask for that
2018 Corvette you always
wanted! I just read that
there will only be 9700
coupes and convertibles
built for the 2018 model
year. GM is sticking to its
story that the remodeling of
the plant is for a new paint
booth and other upgrades.
Could those upgrades be for
the 2019 mid-engine Vette?
I see more and more
reports and photos of the
camouflaged car roaming
around Michigan; one photo
shows the car coming out of
Midway USA Tune Up

McDonalds??? If GM is
driving the mid-engine car
through McD’s, then the car
must be real!!!!

Looking ahead to our
November club activities, all
I can say for now is it will be
a good month!!!

Enough of the speculations.
On to our Midway USA
gathering I like to call
Octoberfeast. It is always
great to get everyone
together to enjoy brats and
burgers and, of course, the
desserts that seem to
appear every year. Our
cooks, as usual, grilled the
meat to perfection.
Speaking of cooks, we
seemed to have three this
year. Dale Green was
without a doubt the head
chef, John Jones was chef
in training and server, and
Jim Coote, for lack of a
better word, was the
overseer. Why? I have no
idea.

Now back to cleaning the car
for the Frisco, TX Regional.
Chapter Two (after Texas)
Hello everyone! We just got
back from the Texas Regional
in Frisco, Texas. Also in
attendance from our chapter
were Stanley Schield, Peter
Gregory, David (Team Leader) and Mary Gulley, Casey
(C1 Judge) and Sylvia Coats,
Gene Holtz (OJ), Steve (67
Judge) and Denise
Williamson, John (2000-2002
Test Flight Judge) and Cindy
Hecker, Dallas and Kerri
Keller (70-72 Judges), Rick
(Continued on page 2)

Chairman Ramblings– Continued

NCRS Events Calendar

(National & Local)
NCRS web site http://www.ncrs.org
then click on the Events link.

(Continued from page 1)

Smiley (OJ), and of course Jim Coote (Concours
Judge). Yes, I said Concours Judge.
And some of us won awards!
Steve Williamson won a Sportsman Award and the
Texas Two Step Award. What is the Two Step Award
you ask? It is an award presented to those that
brought a car to both the Nationals in San Antoine, TX
and the Frisco, TX Regional. Rick Smiley won a
Sportsman Award!!!
The rest of the story about my experiences at the
Frisco Regional is in the Test Flight Judging article
later in the newsletter.
See everyone November 11.

Or click the underline link for registration
then enter your NCRS Forum credentials
then click the event to register

Nov 9
 Nov 11
 Dec 9
 Dec 15

Road trip to McPherson College
Chapter Meeting and Judging School
Chapter Meeting
Christmas Party (Dale G HOA
Clubhouse)
 Jan 10-13 Florida Regional @ Lakeland, FL
 Jan 13
Chapter Meeting
 Feb 10
Chapter Meeting
 Mar 10
Chapter Meeting
 Apr 12-14 Carolina Regional @ Greenville, SC
 Apr 14
Chapter Meeting, Judging Event,

Judging School
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This ‘n That — Dave Houlihan

McPherson College Road Trip — Kerri Keller

Some notes from the walk through at Las
Vegas for 2018 National: 1/8th tank of gas
(one-eighth, not 1/4 like we usually see) per
LVFD, most likely will start Operations Checks
earlier in the morning (avoiding heat), no
Sportsman inside, no PV inside (will be in
covered parking structure with security).
South Point Casino is a very nice facility with
wide price-range of good restaurants (13-14),
bowling alley, theaters, etc. Tours to Grand
Canyon, Shelby Museum, Old Las Vegas,
Hoover Dam, Desert Jeep Tours, Shark Tank,
Titanic Museum, etc.

The students at McPherson college have asked
our club for some guidance with their
restoration of a 1971 Vette. They are
wanting to restore this car close to NCRS
standards. We decided that this would be a
terrific opportunity to share our knowledge
and know how with a group of younger car
enthusiasts, possibly some future new NCRS
members. We will take the trip to McPherson
on Thursday, November 9, arriving at the
college around 3:00 pm. We will be able to
see their chassis and the progress they have
made in restoring it. The students will be
free to ask any of us questions, and I am sure
that we will be able to answer most of them.
And if not, we will be able to find them the
answer. Then on Saturday, November 11,
these same students will travel to Wichita for
our monthly club meeting. After the
meeting, we will meet at Dallas and Kerri’s so
that the students can take a look at our 1970
Duntov small block convertible and a 1970 big
block chassis that is restored and ready for
the body.

On the return trip from LV, Jo and I attended
Arizona Chapter’s fall meet October 21st. Six
cars, three C1s and three C2s. Jo was a
Tabulator and I judged C2 Mechanical. Nice
cars. AZ Chapter used Barrett-Jackson’s
Scottsdale office/restoration facility. We
were undercover outside and the weather
cooperated nicely. A couple of interesting
issues with added/deleted equipment. I’ll
elaborate at next month’s meeting.

If you are interested in going to McPherson
College, please contact Dallas. We will try to
carpool as much as possible.
Date: November 9, 2017
Time: Arrive at 3:00 pm
Bowtie Breast Cancer awareness pins.
$5.00 each.

Midway USA Tune Up
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Test Flight Judging 2000 Coupe at Frisco, TX Regional — Rick Smiley (pictures by Rick Smiley )

Many of you are probably asking what
is Test Flight Judging? When NCRS
decides to bring in the next group of
cars, they have test flight judging for
a period of time. The next corvettes
to start the judging process will be
the 2000 to 2002 C5s. Since Bev and
I still have our 2000 Hardtop (FRC)
that we bought new with low miles,
we were asked if we could bring it to
the Frisco Regional. Unfortunately,
Bev had other commitments, so the
task of getting the car prepared and
to Frisco was my responsibility. Here
is where my old buddy Jim Coote
stepped in and said he would go with
me. There is so much more to this
story, but it will have to wait for
another article!!!
Where flight judging may take a
couple of hours, test flight judging
takes days. The judges are comparing
the judging manual that has been
started to what actually appears on
the cars. As the judges find
differences they note it for later
review and possible addition to the
judging manual. As usual, operations
is first and it is very thorough. After
about 2 hours we were done and
headed to the judging floor. Once
inside ,with help from my buddy Jim,
we started to clean the car. Let me
tell you, when you drive the car bugs
will accumulate on the front.
Finally the car is clean and ready for
the judges, which was a really good
thing because they started comparing
book to car on Friday. And I mean all
day Friday. Pete Bergman even used
it during advanced judging school.
Up early on Saturday to
give the car a quick
Midway USA Tune Up
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Test Flight Judging 2000 Coupe at Frisco, TX Regional — Rick Smiley (pictures by Rick Smiley)

cleaning. My cleaning buddy, slept in as he
watched the World Series game till the wee
hours of the morning.
The real flight test judging began at 8:30 a.m.
and concluded around 1 o’clock. The judges
seemed to be writing on the judging sheets all
the time, which as you can imagine caused me a
lot of concern. When all the judging was
complete and judge’s reviews were concluded I
was happy to see all the writing (most of the
writing) was for addition to the judging manual.
It was one hell of an experience and at times I
felt pretty stupid, that I did not know answers
to the questions asked of me. I need to mention
here that this is my wife, Beverly’s, car. Our
Grandson, Isiah drives it more than I do, so I
learned a lot about this car during this process.
How did the car do?? If they were giving test
flight award it earned a Top Flight. I want to
thank all the judges for their patience and
thoroughness. I hope we were of
some help with the new manual.
Midway USA Tune Up
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Test Flight Judging 2000 Coupe at Frisco, TX Regional — Rick Smiley (pictures by Rick Smiley)

One last thing. It is NCRS’s intention
to bring the 2000 to 2002 Corvettes
to the judging field after the 2018
National Convention in Las Vegas,
Nevada.

Frisco, TX Regional, October 26-28, 2017— Kerri Keller (pictures by Kerri Keller)
The Frisco Regional started on October 26 at the Embassy Suites with registration at 10:00 am
and Operations starting around noon. The following club members were in attendance: Rick
Smiley, Dallas and Kerri Keller, Jim Coote, Casey and Sylvia Coats, John and Cindy Hecker,
Steve and Denise Williamson, Gene Holtz, Peter Gregory, David and Mary Gulley, and Stanley
Schield. What a nice surprise it was to see Stan, our long lost member from western Kansas!
Stan is in one of the pictures in case you forgot what he looks like. Rick drove his 2000 coupe
down for test flight judging in preparation for the next group of years to be judged.
Although not quite sure of the number of cars, I would guess there were in the mid-sixties.
Thursday’s school was a test over the Reference Manual by David King. Gary Bosselman, a 6872 judge, gave a super informative presentation on brooch marks during Friday’s judging
school. A lot of questions were asked and answered. It is really amazing the knowledge base
that we are so fortunate to have in NCRS.

Midway USA Tune Up
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Frisco, TX Regional — (pictures by Kerri Keller)
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Frisco, TX Regional — Kerri Keller (pictures by Kerri Keller)
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Frisco, TX Regional — Kerri Keller (pictures by Rick Smiley)

Steve displaying his Texas 2 Step Award.

Rick receiving his Sportsman award from
Dave Brigham.
Midway USA Tune Up

Steve receiving his Sportsman award from
Dave Brigham.

Jim just having a Good time!
Page 9

Frisco, TX Regional — Kerri Keller (pictures by Rick Smiley)

YUMMY
CHOCOLATE
CAKE!
(served at the banquet Saturday night)

Swap ‘N Shop
FOR SALE:
1968 Only Wheels (2) K18 5 13 AG—$300 pair,
(4) K17 12 20 AG—$650 set, and (4) AG stamp
only—$600 set.
Call Dallas Keller (316) 200-4125
———————————————————————————————

C2 Tinted Windshield. Excellent condition
$125.00 Not Original Call Dave Dennis (316) 650
-0152
327 Engine (not from a Corvette) with
Corvette double hump heads for ‘62 Corvette.
$800.00
Call Dave Dennis (316) 650-0152
870 Block for late ‘62 Corvette $900.00
Call Dave Dennis (316) 650-0152
Midway USA Tune Up

————————————————————————————1962 Bell housing, 56-57 Generator $400, 2 5662 Corvette windshields (pick up), 63-65 NOS
FI Nozzle blocks ( in Boxes) $175 Dave Ewan
59 4 speed tail shaft $200, 56-58 high performance generator pulley Dave Ewan
1960 Posi unit , 57 rebuilt posi unit 3/70 with
new gears bearings and clutch pack. Many
other C-1 parts.
Dave Ewan #177
(817) 482-1978 daveewan@gvtc.com
————————————————————————————WANTED:
Your unwanted Restorer Magazines.
Call Dallas Keller (316) 200-4125
Page 10

2017 - Midway USA Calendar of Events - 2017

Nov 9

Trip to McPherson College

Nov 11

Meeting and tech session / judging school

Dec 9

Meeting

Dec 15

Christmas Party - Dale G. HOA Clubhouse

2017
Chapter
Event

2018
Jan 10-13

Florida NCRS Regional in Lakeland, FL

Jan 13

Meeting

Feb 10

Meeting

Mar 10

Meeting

Apr 12-14

Carolina NCRS Regional in Greenville, South Carolina

Apr 14

Meeting, Judging Event, Judging School

May 12

Meeting

May 16-19

Arizona NCRS Regional in Scottsdale, Arizona

Jun 7-9

Michigan NCRS Regional in Dearborn, Michigan

Jun 9

Meeting and All Corvette Charity Car Show

Schedule

Road trips and car shows provided by John J. We’re thinking of meeting Kansas City Chapter at the
Brookville Restaurant (Salina, KS) or Cotton Wood Falls.

From page 2

Did you Know Answer:
For the first time since 1954, in 1982 you could not order a Corvette with a manual transmission.
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Meeting Minutes - Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc.
Minutes Prepared By Chapter Secretary Jim Coote

The October 2017 monthly meeting was held on the 14th and called to order at 10:20 A.M. by our
chapter Chairman, Rick Smiley. There were 18 in attendance which included 4 wives who
generally come out for the social venues, like this one, our Octoberfeast picnic.
Old Business:
Rick welcomed everyone to the meeting and the picnic. Since John Hecker made the trip down
from Ks City to be with us at our meeting, and to check on the progress being made on his '58,
Rick asked him if he had any news to report from his other NCRS club membership in K.C. He
said that there was nothing to report, but later had quite a bit to reveal. More on that later.
The Cars for Charities show in January was Rick's next topic. He wanted to bring us up to date in
case we hadn't been reading our emails. The board of the C for C show decided that they
would limit the group displays to 12 rather than 24 or more. Their idea is that no one wants to
come to a "Rod & Custom Car Show" to see a bunch of new cars that they can see in the Dillon's
parking lot! Can't argue with that, but Dale Green and Mike Blackburn did because they and
others on their Corvette committee had put so much time and effort on developing a display
that sure sounds terrific. They convinced the proper people that they should put off their idea
of limiting the various clubs to 12 vehicles until next year. Dale and Mike had some good
arguments since they had already gotten some commitments from a couple of vendors, like the
Corvette Museum and Mike Eaton who agreed to display his very customized '57. So, the
Corvette Committee will have to trim the participants to 24 from somewhere beyond 30. They
will be looking for the outstanding cars so as not to bore the paying public. Chief's fans will
enjoy the Chief's Corvette, all except Rick. I guess either he's not a Chief's fan or he doesn't
like graphics on a Corvette. Joe Elliott announced that he was planning on entering his '66 in
the show. Not the '64 as the last place it was seen was entering a building on Mosley Street.
Dallas Keller, our treasurer, updated us on our expenses and income since last meeting and determined that we had $1,579.15 in the check book besides our $100.00 in savings. That was after
depositing judging fees from last month's Judging Event, minus Pizza for the judges. He also
had some expenses for the picnic today, and somehow he ended up with SEVENTY-TWO CENTS
which apparently was loose change in his pocket. He got so much razzing about it that he
asked if we wanted to do an audit. Since none of us felt qualified, we all said no. But that is
how bookkeepers commit fraud, meaning not auditing the books often enough!
Back to Joe Elliott who's approval of the newsletter is asked for each month because he is
probably the last one to see it. His comment this month: "large and good".
New Business:
Dave and Jo Houlihan are in Las Vegas doing a walk through for next year's NCRS National
Convention where Dave is in charge of parking all the Corvettes to be judged. They sent their
hello and best wishes, but I doubt that they are missing us as they will also be taking in the
Barrett Jackson auction while in Vegas. Retirement life is tough. It kind of depends on how
you prepare for it though! Dave ought to have some good contributions for the next newsletter.
Rick mentioned that elections are coming up and next month we will be looking for new
candidates. It didn't take that statement too long to sink in and a Mr. Roy Ester made a
(Continued on page 13)
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Meeting Minutes - Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc.
Minutes Prepared By Chapter Secretary Jim Coote

(Continued from page 12)

motion with his mouth that we should keep the same board. Dale Green, who had already
gotten enough attention, seconded the motion and Rick asked for a show of hands of those
who favored such a motion. It was close to unanimous, so guess we still have to have an
election in December. We'll have ballots for everyone, but there will be spaces for write in
candidates, so be thinking about it.
Because many of the participants at the Attitude Adjustment Hour will be in Frisco on the 4th
Thursday of this month, it was discussed to change the date to the third Thursday or cancel it.
Rick will be letting us know with an email.
The most important item on Rick's agenda this morning was an inquiry from McPherson College
about their interest in coming to one of our meetings. Some of the students are redoing a
1971 roadster to NCRS specs and would like some input from our club. Bev and Rick thought it
might be a good idea if we could go up to the College and see what they have done and what
they have to work with. Dallas volunteered their award winning '70 for the college students to
look at if we can work out something with Davis-Moore, like the use of a car lift, when they
attend our meeting. Dates have yet to be settled on, but it looks like we have at least 12
interested in the trip to McPherson in early November before our scheduled meeting, the
second Saturday of November.
Tracy Crisler, our Judging Chairman, raised an issue that was somewhat raised in last month's
minutes, and that is, are we losing money in our judging sessions? Feeding hungry judges and
purchasing ribbons for the car owners may be a losing proposition for the club. My and Tracy's
concern was met with an overwhelming feeling that we can afford it. Guess we don't have to
make money on every activity. Tracy immediately yielded to the popular view and I'll try to
follow his lead! A good solution was offered by suggesting that we do just one car at an event
which should enable us to be through before lunch, thus no need to feed the hungry. Great
idea for more reasons than just financial concerns.
Dale Green wanted to express his delight in having us all here. He enjoys the idea of being able
to use their club house for our club activities. He also brought up the rumor that we might
need to decorate their club house for our Christmas party. The rumor monger told him that
we would get together later to discuss the need for making it look like a Christmas party.
Since DeAnn Coote does such a great job of decorating her house for Christmas, I think she
should be in charge of the same for the club house. Let's see how well that flies!
Rick brought up the topic of an NCRS National Convention in the Mid-West for 2020. Apparently
St. Louis put out feelers to the Kansas City Club to see if they would be interested in going in
with St. Louis and maybe Tulsa. John Hecker, a member of both the KC club and ours, suggested that our club might be interested in helping too. Many cities have been checked to see
what facilities are available and economical for such an event. A decision has to be made
fairly early in 2018. Hopefully, more will follow as John keeps us up to date.
If you haven't read the back cover of the September-October "Driveline", there is a notice that our
regional representative, Dave Ewan, is up for reelection. Your vote would be most
appreciated by Dave, but must be postmarked by October 31st. Read the directions carefully
as there is a procedure to follow. Kris Kobach must have been involved in these voter proof
restrictions. Who keeps the plastic bag that the Driveline comes in? Good luck Dave!
At 11:20, Rick must have heard stomachs growling so he asked for a motion to adjourn, which
Kerri Keller made. The rest of us agreed as we all headed to the food table to start our
Octoberfeast!
Midway USA Tune Up
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Date ___________

NCRS Member # _______

National Corvette Restorers Society

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS
http://www.midwayusancrs.org

Membership Application
Member ______________________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________

City: _______________________________

State ___________ Zip: __________ - ______ Email: _________________________________
Home Phone ________________ Mobile _______________
List of Corvettes:
Year

Color

Style

Additional Comments for Corvette

_____

_______________

_______

_________________________________________

_____

_______________

_______

_________________________________________

Restoration Experience (if any) _____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Midway USA Chapter of NCRS in Wichita, KS
promotes the enjoyment, preservation and restoration of Chevrolet Corvettes.
We meet the 2nd Saturday of each month, 9:00 a.m. at Davis-Moore Chevrolet 8200 West Kellogg.
The National Corvette Restorers Society Mission
Formed in 1974, the National Corvette Restorers Society is a non-profit hobby group of 15,800+ families dedicated to the restoration, preservation, history and enjoyment of Corvettes made from the model
years 1953 through 1996.
If you are looking for a 1953 - 96 Corvette: The seller is telling you "the numbers match". Do you know
what they mean? Are they truthful? Join the NCRS and learn from all of the information we have gathered
in the last 33 years to make a wise decision when you purchase your Corvette.
If you already own a 1953 - 96 Corvette: No matter what you are up to, NCRS members have been
there before. Benefit from all of the information we have gathered in the last 33 years to make better and
smarter decisions as you restore and maintain your valuable Corvette.
Chapter Membership Dues:
Midway USA Chapter of NCRS ($20.00) __ Check # ____
Cash ______
A Nat’l NCRS Membership is Required.
Register by Internet http://www.ncrs.org/shop
Nat’l NCRS Membership is $45.00
Register by Phone (513) 385-8526
Mail this application and check written to Midway USA Chapter NCRS:
Dale Green (Midway USA Membership Admin)
2105 N. Glen Wood Ct.
Wichita, KS 67230-1771
(316) 636-2410
Midway USA Tune Up
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