September 2016

Volume 8, Issue 9

WHAT A BEAUTY!
Find us at… www.midwayusancrs.org

Inside This Issue:

Page

Chairman Ramblings

1

Vice Chair This ‘n That

3

Carl’s Latest Beauty

4

Corvette’s at Carlisle

5

NCRS President’s Award

6

Meeting Minutes

7

Chairman Ramblings- By Rick Smiley
HAPPY 50TH BIRTHDAY
DALE GREEN. This may be a
little early but next month
Dale will be OVER 50!

at DeAnn and Jim Coote's
house. No date has been
decided on; more to follow
later.

their adventures with us
along with telling us what
Corvette treasures they
brought home.

WAY TO GO Carl Alter on
receiving a TOP FLIGHT
AWARD on your 1960 Corvette.

Dave and Jo Houlihan, just
back from NCRS Nationals in
Warwick, Rhode Island,
brought with them the President's Award that was presented for Kurt Geis. It is a
very nice plaque.

As you all are well aware,
last month was our second
Chapter Judging School and
Judging Event this year. Carl
Alter’s car was the guest of
honor and did well as I mentioned above. Mike Henley,
from the St. Louis Chapter,
traveled to help us do our
judging. Also driving in were
two of our out of town members, Gene Holtz from Oklahoma City, OK. and John
Hecker from Lenexa, KS.

Here is the latest on our
club picnic; IT WILL BE OCTOBER 8th @ DALES CLUBHOUSE. This will also be
our October meeting.
And I know it is a little early
for news on the club Christmas Party, but we have a
location! The party will be
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Now the Holihans, fully recovered from Nationals,
have teamed up with the
Kellers and headed to Carlisle, PA. They should be
back for our next meeting
and I am sure will share

(Continued on page 2)

Chairman Ramblings– continued

NCRS Events Calendar

At the conclusion of Tracy Crisler’s Judging School on
Standard Deductions we had a short question and answer
session. One of the ideas presented was to bring in a
slightly less than original Corvette and present a school
on standard deductions. I found this to be an excellent
idea for a hands-on class about standard deductions.
What amazed me the most was it was Jim Coote that
suggested this idea!!!! Do we have any volunteers for
this school????
Many of you have seen photos that Dale sent out about
the new Corvette Grand Sport. Last week I dropped into
Davis Moore Chevrolet to eyeball the real deal. Personally, I really liked the looks of the gray car. It just
seemed to set right and had all the "gotta have" options.
Now I am not saying I am rushing out to buy one. Looking
and wishing are free!

(National & Local)
NCRS web site http://www.ncrs.org
then click on the Events link.
Or click the underline link for registration
then enter your NCRS Forum credentials
then click the event to regisister
 Sep 10 - Off - Site Midway USA Chapter Meeting

Located @ West Kellogg Car Collection


Sep 17 - Tulsa Judging School



Oct 1st - St. Louis Judging Event



Oct 8 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting
& Picnic @ Dale’s Clubhouse



Oct 20 -> 22 - Texas Regional in Frisco, TX



Nov 12 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting



Dec 10 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting

Last Thing: REMEMBER THE SEPTEMBER MEETING WILL BE
AT “THE SMITH COLLECTION”, 11701 W. Kellogg Dr.
Please be on time as we will have a SHORT meeting prior
to the collection tour. Meeting will start at 9.
See everyone on the 10th.

Smiley

(Asst. Editor's note: Rick didn't say, "I'm not
rushing out to buy one". Bev said, "You're
not rushing out to buy one"!!!!!)

NCRS Apparel Store now open

NCRS just completed an arrangement with a quality provider of NCRS Logo'd products. Shirts, Hats, Bags, Duffel
Bags, Blankets, Towels and other items. These are all
available with the NCRS logo embroidered on them.
You can check it out for yourself by going to our store and
clicking on the link for NCRS Apparel Store.
http://www.ncrsapparel.com/
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Vice Chair This ’n That - By Dave Houlihan, photos by the Houlihan's
Nice trip to Carlisle this year - Jo, Tim and I accompanied by the Kellers – about 3200 miles round
trip. Interesting stops included Indianapolis 500 museum, Antique Automobile Club of America
(AACA) museum in Hershey and the National Corvette Museum in Bowling Green, Kentucky.
100th running of Indy this year – a new section added to the museum housing even more cars. Interesting 1905 Premier racer on display – 4 cylinder with 923 cubic inches. Must be the original
“no replacement for displacement” guys. In contrast, by the mid 1980s the engines were around
160 cubic engines. We watched some folks racing on the Indy road course (not the oval) – a local
Porsche club had rented the track for the weekend.
Note the Carlisle article also in the newsletter. Passing on a tip from a Carlisle seminar: if your
car has a “touch screen”, only clean it with a microfiber cloth. Don’t use a screen wipe, don’t
use water, don’t use any chemicals at all – only a microfiber cloth to remove fingerprints. Reason
is any water/chemical wipe will eventually remove the touch sensitive coating on the display.
Over by the NCCC judging area at Carlisle, Tim noted the license plates pictured.
We were wondering if the State of Pennsylvania thought enough of car clubs to issue them their
own club plates OR if the Cumberland Valley Corvette Club had some members on the “inside”
stamping them out.
Interesting new “sink hole” interactive displays at the Corvette Museum. Last year, markings on
the floor outlined the collapse – added this year the floor was also marked with the outline of the
cave under the museum. Much larger area! Interactive 3-D displays and video of Corvette removal and sink hole repair were new. Well worth a visit.

Take care, Dave

Tim

Midway USA Tune Up

Page 3

Carl’s Latest Beauty - by Tracy Crisler, photo’s by Dale Green
We had the pleasure of judging Carl Alter’s self-restored 60 model following our August chapter
meet. Carl did a fabulous job on this car and this work represents his third effort in bringing new
life to a car others would likely pass over. Having seen pictures of this car a couple of years ago, I
am amazed at the talent Carl has. Carl’s previous works include a red 59 and a white 63.
This Turquoise over Turquoise example with White coves is simply stunning to look at. I especially
appreciate the fact that Carl shot his own paint job using lacquer. This car has the “look” of a
factory produced car rather than an over restored glam mobile that we sometimes see on the
judging field. While I will not divulge Carl’s final score, I will say that his Top Flight score finished in “Duntov” territory and I am very excited to know he will be taking the Car to the Texas
regional.
Good Luck Carl and thank you for letting us judge your car, she is a beauty…
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2016 Corvettes at Carlisle, August 25-28 - By Dave Houlihan photos by the Houlihans
Gone was last year's mild weather - this year was hot and humid. Great Corvette turnout at the
Carlisle fairgrounds - packed with cars. As always, except for vendors, only Corvettes on the
grounds. A couple of major changes this year with vendors and the NCRS display.
This year continued a year's-long trend of fewer "swap meet" type vendors. Seems to reflect effects of an "internet" economy. Changes to the Pennsylvania sales tax code from a few years back
have effected the larger vendors. Most of the major Corvette vendors had a presence, but the
majority had catalog sales only - nothing physically there to sell - good discounts though.
NCRS's display moved from its long-term location in an old dealership building just off the fairgrounds to a large tent on the fairgrounds. Their old building is now a restaurant/bar. The new
location probably increased foot traffic as folks no longer had to exit fairground, get handstamped, etc. NCRS vendor booth location remained under the Grand Stands. Brisk sales of shirts
as old inventory was closed out at great prices. (Non competition agreement with our new clothing vendor)
"Chip's Choice" featured Guldstrand and Greenwood Corvettes this year - see photos. Manufactures' Midway was busy with vendors installing stuff (mostly exhausts). Corvette Corral had a lot
of cars for sale - as usual their owners seemed to be an overly optimistic lot.
Kerri and Dallas Keller accompanied Jo, Tim and I this year. Dallas and Tim got stuff; I purchased
one of the new 1970-72 NCRS color manuals - nice job. I've included some pictures of the event Dale will edit for the newsletter, but I'll have them on my iPad for Saturday's meeting.
Dave Houlihan
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NCRS President’s Award - by Rick Smiley
We are proud the national organization of NCRS recognizes Kurt Geis’ achievements and contributions to the organization and the Midway USA Chapter. Members are especially proud to honor Kurt with the NCRS President’s award. Here’s
the nomination letter provided for consideration.
Dear Dave Ewan,
Nearly every worthwhile cause starts with an individual or small group. For Kurt
Geis, this was a labor of love. Kurt has been a member of NCRS since 2004. As
time passed, Kurt wondered why Wichita, Ks. did not have a NCRS Chapter.
In May of 2008, Kurt began the long road to get a NCRS Chapter established in
Wichita, Ks. After several months of attending local Corvette Club meetings,
emails, and phone calls, the first meeting was arranged by Kurt at Davis-Moore Chevrolet. On January
28th, 2009, with 35 Corvette owners in attendance, 33 of those joined that day as Charter members. This
began our probationary year.
Kurt Geis became Midway USA Chapter Chairman in March of 2009, and remained our Chairman thru 2015,
and currently holds the title of Chairman Emeritus. During this time, Kurt led the club through its growing
pains including a Chapter name change and all the challenges that went along with that. Kurt was always
positive about the Chapter’s future.
Unfortunately, Kurt was diagnosed with brain cancer in May 2014, then again in January 2015, resulting in
two brain surgeries from which Kurt has never fully recovered and is currently under hospice care.

Kurt’s many achievements include:
 NCRS CHAPTER TOP FLIGHT AWARD (All 6 years of club eligibility)
 Master Judge
 Red Hat
 Kurt took his 1972 Coupe through the NCRS judging process and has been
awarded:
 Top Flight (Local, Regional, and National levels)
 Performance Verification
 Duntov Award
 Two star Bow Tie
 Kurt organized an annual all Corvette Car Show presented by our Chapter to raise money for Charity.
As you can see, Kurt has been very active in all areas of
the NCRS organization. We would like to nominate him
for the NCRS President’s Award.
Sincerely,
Rick Smiley
Chairman - Midway USA Chapter NCRS - Wichita, KS
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Midway USA Chapter Chairman Emeritus
officers, committee members and family
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August 2016 Meeting Minutes - Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc.
Minutes Prepared By Chapter Secretary Jim Coote
The August 2016 monthly meeting was held on the 13th, and called to order at 9:05AM, five minutes late
due to the secretary engaging the chapter Chairman, Rick Smiley, in an important exchange of ideas!
There were 24 in attendance.
Old Business:
Rick welcomed everyone and called special attention to two of our own members, Gene Holtz and John
Heckler, who traveled from Edmond, Oklahoma and Lenexa, Kansas respectively, to be part of the
judging session following our business meeting. Also attending from a long distance was Michael Hanley who came from St. Louis to participate in the judging. Not traveling as far was Lynne and Lyndal
Foss who attended probably to see if we were still operating. Now that they know, we hope we'll see
them more often. I wonder who had to convince the other to attend the local chapter of NCRS! My
wife encourages me to attend, but of course she doesn't accompany me!
Dallas Keller, our esteemed treasurer, was encouraged to let us know how much money we had accumulated since the last meeting. Accumulated was the incorrect verb to use there because we are currently down to $2,663.51. Maybe Dallas should strong arm some members for dues as our charity contribution to the American Cancer Society from the June All Corvette Car Show reduced our account by
$1,500. Dallas has advised National of our contribution so that they will match 50% of the amount.
Speaking of the National organization, Dallas managed to confiscate some static-clean NCRS logos
which he offered to the members for them to display in their Corvettes. See him if you need one or
more.
Joe Elliott, our newsletter correction editor, was asked if he had any corrections to make in the July
minutes. Of course he said no, but someone pointed out that the date for the picnic published in the
minutes of the July meeting was incorrect. This seemed to delight Rick, but what he fails to realize is
that minutes are used to report what went on in the meeting. The discussion on changing the picnic
date from the 17th of September didn't start until July 31, 22 days after the July meeting. I rest my
case---again! By the way, read further and you will find out the "latest" date that the picnic is scheduled for now.
New Business:
As you read in the July newsletter, Dave and Jo Houlihan attended the Rhode Island National Judging
Event and he further reviewed some of the sights and scenes there, including the President's Award for
Kurt Geis for his contributions to this club and to the National organization, awards presented to several of our members plus our club's "Top Flight Chapter" award again for 2015. He also put a plug in
for needing help with the parking in Vegas for the 2018 National. It will be inside parking so you won't
get sunburned and maybe not too far from the "one-armed bandits." Dave has seen the flyer for the
2017 National Judging Event in San Antonio and says it looks like it will be an excellent event.
Dale Green reminded us that next meeting, the second Saturday in September, which is the 10th, will be
held at the Smith Car Collection building on West Kellogg. Hopefully there will be a more precise location and directions in a "Highlighted" portion of September's newsletter for those of you who are not
sure of where to go. Set up time will be at 8:45 AM for you early bird helpers with the meeting starting at 9:00. After the extensive tour of the auto collection we will gather at Jimmie's Diner on W. 21st
(Continued on page 8)
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August 2016 Meeting Minutes - Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc.
Continued
street for lunch. Dale's not buying, so get an allowance from your significant. He apparently feels
that he's done enough by arranging this once (or twice in some cases) in-a-lifetime experience.
Now to the picnic. You remember from reading last month's newsletter that the picnic would be held in
September this year. Well, after much thought, deliberation and discussion, it was decided in this
meeting, meaning August, that the picnic would have to be on the second Saturday of October due to
too many members being absent with automobile activities. The business meeting will start at 10:00
AM with the picnic starting at 11:00. So, unless there are further changes, see you at Dale's neighborhood club house on the 8th of October.
Rick gave a quick summary of another extracurricular club event arranged by Dale. It was a trip through
Mark Bauer's restoration shop which consisted of members of our club and South Winds Corvette Club.
Mark is well known for his engineering skills as well as his manufacturing abilities with minute attention to detail. However, the details are not the same as 400 level judges look for in NCRS! After the
tour and visit, we headed to a Salvadoran restaurant for an entertaining lunch. Some were entertained by the food, others by the menu. Roy couldn't find his favorite, Crows Feet soup!
Again, Dale had another activity we were invited to participate in, but since he got no takers in this club,
he had to describe the event to us which took place in Caldwell, Kansas. South Winds gathered up 6
Corvettes and paraded them in the Sumner County Parade on the main drag in Caldwell. If you know
Dale at all, you know he had a good time. If you don't know him, go with him next year and he'll show
you how to enjoy your ride. Rick's comment was, "Dale does more in a week than most do in a year".
Speaking of Dale, again, he volunteered his age by saying that he was going to invite us to his 50th birthday bash coming soon in September. Since it will be at his club house again, maybe he should just
combine it with our club's picnic! Watch for an invite. I'm betting that Cathy will surprise him with
one of those new Grand Sports headed for Davis-Moore. Why else would he be so interested in their
travels to Wichita from Bowling Green? Somehow he figured out what she was doing for him!
The Christmas party was again brought up and since no one seemed too excited about having it in their
neighborhood, the Cootes decided it was their turn this year….again. Pot luck will be the fare with
the club supplying the meat purchase which will be done by the host, providing that no one runs over
our extension cord so that we can heat it up in time for the dinner. We won't need to give you directions this year to our home as you found it last year just fine without any lights, in or out of the house!
Gene Holtz announced that Tulsa would be holding a judging meet on the 17th of September which normally attracts some of our "black hats". Mike Hanley mentioned that his club in St. Louis was holding a
judging event too, but this one will be October 1st and will have 4 cars to judge. Information and registration is on page 124 on the recent Driveline, July-August 2016.
The meeting came to an abrupt ending at 9:50 AM. There was no motion, and therefore no second, but
Bev Smiley did bow her head and pray that it would soon be over due to the remaining events that her
husband had apparently forgotten about. They are a pair! With the introduction of Tracy we moved
into the judging school followed by the judging of Carl Alter's recently finished 1960.
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Date ___________

NCRS Member # _______

National Corvette Restorers Society

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS
http://www.midwayusancrs.org

Membership Application
Member ______________________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________

City: _______________________________

State ___________ Zip: __________ - ______ Email: _________________________________
Home Phone ________________ Mobile _______________
List of Corvettes:
Year

Color

Style

Additional Comments for Corvette

_____

_______________

_______

_________________________________________

_____

_______________

_______

_________________________________________

Restoration Experience (if any) _____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Midway USA Chapter of NCRS in Wichita, KS
promotes the enjoyment, preservation and restoration of Chevrolet Corvettes.
We meet the 2nd Saturday of each month, 9:00 a.m. at Davis-Moore Chevrolet 8200 West Kellogg.
The National Corvette Restorers Society Mission
Formed in 1974, the National Corvette Restorers Society is a non-profit hobby group of 15,800+ families dedicated to the restoration, preservation, history and enjoyment of Corvettes made from the model
years 1953 through 1996.
If you are looking for a 1953 - 96 Corvette: The seller is telling you "the numbers match". Do you know
what they mean? Are they truthful? Join the NCRS and learn from all of the information we have gathered
in the last 33 years to make a wise decision when you purchase your Corvette.
If you already own a 1953 - 96 Corvette: No matter what you are up to, NCRS members have been
there before. Benefit from all of the information we have gathered in the last 33 years to make better and
smarter decisions as you restore and maintain your valuable Corvette.
Chapter Membership Dues:
Midway USA Chapter of NCRS ($20.00) __ Check # ____
Cash ______
A Nat’l NCRS Membership is Required.
Register by Internet http://www.ncrs.org/shop
Nat’l NCRS Membership is $45.00
Register by Phone (513) 385-8526
Mail this application and check written to Midway USA Chapter NCRS:
Dale Green (Midway USA Membership Admin)
2105 N. Glen Wood Ct.
Wichita, KS 67230-1771
(316) 636-2410
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