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Chairman Ramblings- By Rick Smiley
What a month April was.
Well, at least it seemed that
way to the Smileys.
The month started with our
chapter's meeting and judging
event on the 9th and just accelerated from there. On the
16th the Smileys, along with
the Houlihans, Kellers, Williamsons and the Gullys attended the Oklahoma Chapter
judging event in Tulsa. Brett
put on a great event as usual.
From there Bev and I traveled
to Cleveland, Ohio to visit the
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame,
then to Canton, Ohio for the
NFL Football Hall of Fame.
This had absolutely nothing to
do with any NCRS function,
just a vacation. From there
we traveled to Auburn, Indiana for the Indiana Regional
on the 21st thru the 24th. We
arrived a day early and toured
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the Auburn, Cord and Duesenberg museum. I could go on
about this place for hours,
instead I will send Dale some
photos. If you ever get to Auburn, Indiana this is a must
see along with eating at the
Auburn House Restaurant
(Dallas will confirm this).
Anyway, back to the regional.
Again, Bev and I met up with
the Kellers, Houlihans, Williamsons and the Gulleys.
There were 61 cars for flight
judging and 8 for performance verification. Bev, Kerri and Jo had operations to do
in the rain and cold on Thursday!!!! As for the rest of us,
we had judging assignments
inside where it was warm and
dry, and this is where I will
leave that statement. Dallas
had '70-72 interior to judge,
all 8 of them. Steve William-

son had '67 to judge and I as
usual had chassis on '97 to 99.
Believe it or not, all 3 cars I
had were '98 pace cars. One
had only 14 miles (not a misprint), 2nd car had 800 miles
and the 3rd had 1200 miles.
You would think that they
would all be alike! Guess
again. Although they were
identical there was a lot of differences in the way they left
the factory in regard to inspection markings. Remember, the
book is still being adjusted for
the C5 class.
Finally on the afternoon of the
23rd Bev and I headed home
along with the Kellers. Bev
and I had 1 more stop to make.
Yep, you may have already
guessed it; the Indianapolis 500
Museum. Although we arrived
too late to go on the tour or
(Continued on page 2)

Chairman Ramblings– Continued
see the museum, we did get there in time to visit the gift
store and look around. So after 2400 miles we arrived
back in Wichita on the 24th.
Now maybe you will understand when I say it was a busy
month. We are looking forward to some downtime, or at
least taking it easy till the next meeting on May 14th
where the main topic for discussion will be the upcoming
car show on June the 11th. I know Kerri and Dallas will
have a game plan. We will need volunteers as usual for
various job assignments. Carl, you are off the hook this
year as Dallas has arranged for another method to prepare
and serve FREE HOT DOGS.

NCRS Events Calendar
(National & Local)
NCRS web site http://www.ncrs.org
then click on the Events link.
Or click the underline link for registration
then enter your NCRS Forum credentials
then click the event to regisister
 May 7 - Texas Chapter 2016 Meet - DFW


May 14 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting



May 13 -> 14 - Florida, New England, Michigan
Chapter Judging Event



& All Corvette Show @ Davis-Moore Chev.

Till May 14. SAVE THE WAVE
Smiley

Wichita, KS 11:00 A.M.


Fodder from the Vice Chairman - Dave Houlihan
April proved to be a busy month with three judging events
in three weeks. Midway’s Spring Meet on the 9th, with
both Jo Elliott’s 1998 and Dan Klaus’ 1962 earning Top
Flight Awards. Oklahoma’s Spring Meet the next weekend was in Tulsa with a 1973, 1966 and a 1996 being
judged. And finally, the Auburn Regional 21-24 April had
a good turnout with 72 registered cars.
Thursday Auburn Operations judging (in the rain) found
Bev, Jo and Kerri with wonky C5 security systems, missing
trim tags and absent owners. On Friday, NCRS President
Mike Ingham hosted a town hall meeting to discuss NCRS
finances. These topics are covered in separate articles in
this newsletter. ~ Dave

2018 National Convention - Help with outside parking
Are You
Feeling Lucky
???

Mark your dance card as the
N.C.R.S. Board just approved Las
Vegas for the 2018 National (July).
Dave Houlihan is looking for outside
parking volunteers.
The event will be at South Pointe
Casino and should be memorable.
Call Dave at (316) 682-9729
Email Dave at jhdh@swbell.net
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Jun 11 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting

Jun 12 - Lake Afton All Wheels car show
@ Lake Afton SW of Wichita, KS



Jul 17 -> 21 - 2016 NCRS National Convention
in Warwick, RI



Oct 20 -> 22 - Texas Regional in Frisco, TX

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc.
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Rick Smiley
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Vice-Chairman Dave Houlihan
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Dale Green & Jim Coote

Midway USA Chapter Merchandise
Midway USA Chapter Banner
2 x 5 is $25.00 3 x 7 is $57.40
X-Press Signs & Graphics (has moved to)
3845 W. Harry (316) 613-2360
Midway USA Name Tag
$7.00 for either the magnetic or pin type
Can be purchased at Apple Graphix
2429 W Douglas Ave (316) 942-5426
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Town Hall Meeting Auburn Regional - Friday April 22nd - By Dave Houlihan
NCRS President, Mike Ingham, hosted an important town hall meeting to discuss NCRS finances, the
temporary closing of the NCRS Store and recent scuttlebutt regarding the retirement of Gary Mortimer, NCRS member #1.
The meeting was well attended, with Mike describing:
• The current financial situation and how we got there,
• Board actions to correct the financial shortfall,
• Gary and Eric Mortimer’s responses to Board actions, (Store Closing/Withholding Mail),
• Temporary reassignment of NCRS workload
Membership renewal / All Convention registrations (Marilyn Heitzman)
Judging Guide Manual Printing, Sale, and Distribution (Paul Oslansky)
Driveline publication (Vinnie Peters – in addition to Restorer Magazine)
Convention Clothing (Mark Lincoln)
IT Support (John Waggoner)

In addition to Mike Ingham, our new (March 18th) Finance Officer, John Tidwell was center stage to
help explain the NCRS’ financial losses 7 of the last 8 years. After Mike’s presentation, he and John
addressed numerous questions from the audience. The discussion was well received and it was evident that the Board had taken appropriate actions to secure our organizations financial footing.
In summary, NCRS was loosing $10/$60k per year. Five years ago, the loss was about $40k, so the
situation was not getting better. Salaries made up about a third of expenses with most of that going
to the Mortimer family (Gary, Eric, two spouses) - about $250k per year. Eric ran the store and was
paid a salary plus incentives for items sold. Gary was Merchandising and Membership Manager. This
situation had existed for many years and significantly contributed to the continuing decline in NCRS’
financial position.
The current Board took action to retire Gary Mortimer as noted in the Vol. 42 #3 Winter issue of the
Restorer Magazine. Gary has protested the retirement offer and is using a legal advisor. Eric resigned and closed the NCRS Store on very short notice. Store materials are in possession of the Mortimer family, in one of their buildings on their property. NCRS has not been able to access those materials. For a time, they were withholding U.S. mail addressed to NCRS (memberships and convention registrations), however their legal advisor quickly rectified that situation.
As noted above, there has been a temporary reassignment of functions. Paul Oslansky had new manuals printed and had brisk sales at Auburn. Dave Brigham will be distributing newly revised manuals
to Chapter Judging Chairmen. A job description is being written for a store manager and the position will be advertised. The new NCRS Store will concentrate on NCRS publications and will not carry publications readily available from Barnes & Noble / Amazon /etc or Corvette “stuff” e.g. models.
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Town Hall Meeting Auburn Regional - Friday April 22nd - Continued
Clothing will likely be through a vendor not the NCRS store. It is expected that store and membership functions will be performed for significantly less than the $250k per year paid to the Mortimer
family.
Currently the only salaried NCRS members are Business Manager: Mark Lincoln, Judging Chairman:
David Brigham, Financial Officer: John Tidwell and Restorer Magazine Editor: Vinnie Peters.
NCRS Board members are reimbursed $450 travel expenses for those events they are required to attend (i.e. Board Meeting, etc.) Team Leaders are reimbursed $450 for regional/national events they
attend.
Our Midway USA Chairman, Rick "All the Team Leaders know and love me" Smiley, noted that $450
does not cover Team Leader expenses for attendance at regional and national judging events and
suggested the Board consider an increase in allowance given all these folks do for our organization.
The meeting concluded with folks being appreciative of the current Board taking action to address
the financial situation. Frankly, for me, I was shocked at how much NCRS was paying the Mortimer
family – and I don’t think I was alone. Hats off to the Board.

Oklahoma Spring Meet April 16 - Dave Houlihan
Brett Driscoll orchestrated another fine Oklahoma Chapter Spring Judging Meet and School in Tulsa.
Three cars were judged at Dominic White’s shop along East Skelly drive. We had a Milano Maroon1966 roadster owned by Lee & JD Stigall, a yellow 1973 coupe owned by Kelly Bolton and 1996
Collector edition roadster owned by Budd Jessee. Midway USA members in attendance were Brett
Driscoll, Mary and Dave Gulley, Bev and Rick Smiley, Gene Holtz, Denise and Steve Williamson, Kerri
and Dallas Keller and Jo and Dave Houlihan.
I don’t think anyone got any pictures as the judges were busy with multiple assignments. At the
completion of judging, Brett conducted a judging school on Standard Deductions. The Kellers, Smileys and Houlihans spent Friday night in Tulsa for the early start on Saturday morning. Kellers and
Houlihans returned to Wichita on Saturday, but Bev and Rick headed northeast to Cleveland and the
Rock & Roll Hall of Fame. Tip-of-the-hat to Brett for getting the room discounts – thanks - great hotel.
Midway USA April Chapter Judging Event
Just some guys…
Laying around
on the job
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Auburn Regional April 21-24 - By Dave Houlihan - Photos by Dave, Jo and Rick
The Indiana Chapter put on an excellent regional at the Auctions America facility just outside Auburn. Ken Sleeper did a fine job as both Meet and Judging Chairman. They had 72 cars registered,
including 7 PV candidates, 1 Founder’s Op, 1 Bowtie Display and 4 Sportsman. 59 cars were registered for Flight Judging.
Midway members in attendance were:
Dave Ewan – 1953-1955 Mechanical
Kerri Keller – 1970-1972 Operations
Dallas Keller – 1970-1972 Interior
(ask him about his back)
Bev Smiley – C5 Operations
Rick Smiley – C5 Chassis
Steve Williamson – 1967 Interiors
Mary Gulley – 1973-1977 Interior,
1978-1982 Interior
David Gulley – Assistant National
Team Leader for 1973-1982
Jo Houlihan – C4 Ops, 1953-1955 Interiors
Dave Houlihan – C4 Mechanical, C5 Mechanical
The welcome reception was held at the National Automotive and Truck Museum adjacent to the Auburn – Cord – Duesenberg
(ACD) Museum. Great venue with many interesting antique trucks and displays.
Midway USA was well represented on Thursday by the OPS Girls (see picture on front
page). Of course it was raining. Of course
the rain stopped once the cars were inside.
Kerri had a never ending supply of 19701972 cars or at least it seemed that way.
You could find the cars, it was the owners
that were difficult to locate.

Bev was seeing purple (and yellow) with three 1998 pace
cars. One had 14 miles on the clock, another 800 and the
high mileage car had 1400. These were not without issues
as a couple of them had inoperative security systems stemming from the use of battery cut-off switches. Everything
worked ok once the key fobs were sync. An item for the next
Judging Guide revision – how battery cutoff switches impact C5s systems.
Jo had a 1994 that showed up without it’s “trim tag” and you can’t judge a car without a trim tag.
Unlike earlier Corvettes, C4s and C5s don’t have metal tags affixed to the car – they utilize a
(Continued on page 6)
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Auburn Regional April 21-24 - Continued
“Service Parts Identification Label”. This label is a paper tag glued to some interior part. Glove box
doors, center arm rests and rear compartment can be candidates depending on the year. However,
this label gets checked by the Team Leader just like the metal tags of earlier years.
In this instance, a previous owner had replaced the center console and tossed it and the Service
Parts label. Some calls to the National Corvette Museum and a copy of the car’s Build Sheet was
sent directly to the Team Leader. The Team Leader signed and dated the build sheet and presented
it to the judging team during the judges breakfast with instructions to use the build sheet information as we would use a service parts label. The signed build sheet was retained by the owner for
use at future judging events. An unusual situation – this will be an item in one of Dave Brigham’s
future Restorer columns.
Mike Ingham held a Town Hall meeting on Friday afternoon to address recent issues with NCRS’ financial position, the NCRS Store, Publications, and scuttlebutt. See my other article for details.
Saturday evening the ACD Museum hosted the awards banquet. Could not find a better location. We
wandered the museum before and after the banquet. 1932 Duesenberg had adjustable brakes for
weather conditions – adjust was from a switch on the dash. Of course this car cost $15,000 when
you could purchase a Ford for around $500.
Folks – Great Job!
~ Dave
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Midway USA Chapter Judging Event April 9th - Rick Smiley - Photos by Dale Green
On April 9th we had our first chapter judging event of 2016 which was, in my opinion, a big success.
The cars available for judging were a 1962-340 horsepower 4-speed car owned by Dan Klaus, and an
original, one owner 1998 convertible with 188,000 miles on the odometer, owned by Joe Elliot. I
can’t speak for the 1962 judges, but I was really surprised with the originality of the 98 convertible.
With the miles on this car you would think there would be a lot of replacement parts. After talking
to the other judges, they also found the car to be very original. I did get to look over the '62 which
was a very nice car. I especially liked the original old drag strip decal in the window. Find out at
the May meeting how well they scored.
I want to thank both owners for
bringing their cars. Also, thanks
to the great group of judges that
helped to look over the cars and
their helpful advice to prepare
the owners for the next step in
the judging process.
Thanks again. Smiley
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2016 NCRS Convention Registration - Update from Marilyn Heitzman
As some of you may know, the Cincinnati Office closed abruptly. Registrations that were mailed in for the
2016 National Convention in Rhode Island had not been manually input into the system at the time of the
closing. We may or may not have access to the mailed in registrations in the very near future.
Please get the word out to your members that they should either submit a registration online, or send a
new registration in to Marilyn Heitzman as quickly as possible.
NCRS Registration
Marilyn Heitzman
15769 W Portage River South Rd
Elmore, OH 43416-9711

Midway USA Chapter Calendar

May 7

ACCC All Corvette Show @ Best Western Airport Inn

May 14

Midway USA Chapter meeting & Tech Session

2016

May 19 -> 21 NCRS Rochester, MN Regional

May 29

Poverty Flats Pie Festival & Car Show @ Gypsum, KS

Jun 11

Midway USA Chapter Meeting

Chapter
Event

& Midway USA Chapter All Corvette benefit car show
June 12

Lake Afton All Wheels Car Show

July 9

Midway USA Chapter Meeting & Tech Session

Schedule

July 17 -> 22 NCRS National Convention — Warwick, Rhode Island
July 9

Midway USA Chapter Meeting

July 9

Automobillia’s Moonlight Car Show & Street Party @ Wichita, KS

Aug 13

Midway USA Chapter Meeting & Picnic

Sep 10

Midway USA Chapter Meeting & Judging School & Chapter Judging Event

Oct 8

Midway USA Chapter Meeting & Tech Session

Oct 20 -> 22

NCRS Regional @ Frisco, TX

Nov 12

Midway USA Chapter Meeting & Judging School

Dec 10

Midway USA Chapter Meeting
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April 2016 Meeting Minutes - Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc.
Minutes Prepared By Chapter Secretary Jim Coote
The April 2016 monthly meeting was held on the 9th and called to order at 9:01 AM by the chapter
Chairman, Rick Smiley. There were 23 in attendance.
Old Business:
Rick opened the meeting by welcoming everyone, especially Dan Klaus who brought his '62 which
was to be judged after a brief, and I do mean brief, business meeting. Dan is a member of
NCRS, and a recent new member of our Chapter. I trust he found us a somewhat informative
and entertaining group. It made me feel more comfortable having one more attendee with a
higher NCRS membership number than mine!

With the welcoming part of Rick's notes out of the way, he hurried in the treasurers, a Mr. & Mrs.
Dallas Keller. Dallas took the lead as usual, the Mrs. pretty much tries to stay in the background, and pronounced that the club had $2,921.63 to its credit in the checking account sitting alongside a $100 bill in savings.
I forgot, but before Dallas told how wealthy we were, he thought it a good idea to show us a video, which was referred to as a "Carbecue" because it was of a Vette which caught fire during a
trip down the highway and burned to the ground on the side of said highway. It was a blue C3
which looked like John Jones' ride which, as everyone knows, was last year's winner at the Poverty Flats Pie Festival and Car Show. We were not told why we needed to see this video before the treasurer's report, but I suspect Dallas realized that since John was not in attendance
yet he ought to get it out of the way. His reasoning was to prevent a possible heart attack in
case John mistook the car in the video to be his. It sure did look like it. At the finish of the
video, John walked in and Dale Green reran a portion of the video for him. Being a member of
the Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, John quickly recognized that the car in the picture was not a
'68, thus not even a heart murmur!
Back to Dallas and the treasurers' report: The $2,921.63 in our checking account is after the purchase of a color printer which was discussed last month. It was pointed out to the secretary
that his conversion of his meeting hieroglyphics to the more verbose writings in the minutes,
should have made clear the reason for the purchase of the printer. Copying multiple portions
of the judging manuals for the participants in our judging sessions has gotten really expensive.
The Kellers did some good book keeping analysis for last year's printing costs and concluded
that we would be further ahead to buy our own printer which was figured to pay for itself in
less than two years if we keep judging at such a frenzied pace. Don't ask for a copy of an entire Judging Manual, because that is obviously forbidden and illegal since it is a copyrighted
publication.

(Continued on page 10)
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April 2016 Meeting Minutes - Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc.
Continued
New Business:
While I'm trying to take up space in this report of what was said during our 22 minute meeting, I
should make a comment about another faux pas. I don't make mistakes, just an occasional fo
paw, which aren't as bad since they are only blunders! This one was not catching the use of
the wrong letters for: Configuration; Date; Completeness; Installation; and Finish. Somehow,
CGCIF got by us in an article written by "a girl" , which was probably a typo because the correct letter was only two digits away on my keyboard, but I missed it when proof reading the
article. Sorry Bev. Hope my faux pas didn't embarrass either you or Phillip. I'm going to make
a suggestion that anybody who finds an error in anything that is printed in the newsletter has
to write an article for the next publication. Oh, by the way, the correct letters are "CDCIF",
but I guess you could figure that out by looking at the first letter of the underlined portion
above.
Well, I managed to drag out 22 minutes into the start of two pages of drivel, unless the Chief
Newsletter Editor, Dale Green, changes some margins and gets this back to one page. If he
needs more material he might just change the margins to make this appear longer. Let's see
what he does!
Rick announced that Brett Driscoll, a member of our chapter from Tulsa, might be up later today
to help with the judging which follows this meeting. Since he didn't show, I didn't need to put
this in, but I needed the material so now you know almost everything that we talked about! By
the way Brett, we did miss you. Next time, don't let us down!
Although June is only two months away, which means our "All Corvette Car Show" is only two
months away also, Dallas, who has accepted responsibility to organize and lead it, had nothing
much to say about it this month, except to reiterate that we need to hit up our frequented retailers for freebies for our "give-a-ways" for the participants in the show. I'm guessing next
month Dallas will have a lot more to say and ask of us.
And that's it. At 9:25 A.M., it was determined that we had covered all that we needed to since we
were pressed for time due to a Judging School followed by a Judging Event which will be on
Dan Klaus' 1962 and Joe Elliott's 1998 Corvettes.
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Date ___________

NCRS Member # _______

National Corvette Restorers Society

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS
http://www.midwayusancrs.org

Membership Application
Member ______________________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________

City: _______________________________

State ___________ Zip: __________ - ______ Email: _________________________________
Home Phone ________________ Mobile _______________
List of Corvettes:
Year

Color

Style

Additional Comments for Corvette

_____

_______________

_______

_________________________________________

_____

_______________

_______

_________________________________________

Restoration Experience (if any) _____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Midway USA Chapter of NCRS in Wichita, KS
promotes the enjoyment, preservation and restoration of Chevrolet Corvettes.
We meet the 2nd Saturday of each month, 9:00 a.m. at Davis-Moore Chevrolet 8200 West Kellogg.
The National Corvette Restorers Society Mission
Formed in 1974, the National Corvette Restorers Society is a non-profit hobby group of 15,800+ families dedicated to the restoration, preservation, history and enjoyment of Corvettes made from the model
years 1953 through 1996.
If you are looking for a 1953 - 96 Corvette: The seller is telling you "the numbers match". Do you know
what they mean? Are they truthful? Join the NCRS and learn from all of the information we have gathered
in the last 33 years to make a wise decision when you purchase your Corvette.
If you already own a 1953 - 96 Corvette: No matter what you are up to, NCRS members have been
there before. Benefit from all of the information we have gathered in the last 33 years to make better and
smarter decisions as you restore and maintain your valuable Corvette.
Chapter Membership Dues:
Midway USA Chapter of NCRS ($20.00) __ Check # ____
Cash ______
A Nat’l NCRS Membership is Required.
Register by Internet http://www.ncrs.org/shop
Nat’l NCRS Membership is $45.00
Register by Phone (513) 385-8526
Mail this application and check written to Midway USA Chapter NCRS:
Dale Green (Midway USA Membership Admin)
2105 N. Glen Wood Ct.
Wichita, KS 67230-1771
(316) 636-2410
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