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GUESS THIS TOOL 

not the first contraption that 
Tracy has put together to test 
or align a corvette part.  Tra-
cy absolutely amazes me with 

his inventions. 

Has everyone seen and read 
the winter 2016 Corvette Re-
storer?  It is the one we all 
should have just received.  If 
not, you may want to read 
the article on page 38.  It was 
written by our very own 

Chairman Emeritus, Kurt Geis.   

As many of you may have al-
ready heard, Black Top Na-
tionals was sold and this year 
it is part of the River Festival.  
That would be ok, but the 
River Festival date was also 
moved.  Now Black Top Na-
tionals is the same day as our 
annual all Corvette car show, 
June 11.  Dallas received a 
call from the Black Top organ-

ization asking if we could move 
our show.  Dallas explained to 
them our dates have already 
been published in "Crusin ’16" 
and we would not be able to 
change our date.  For the most 
part we do not feel that Black 
Top will interfere with our 

show.   

How about the Starbird-Devlin 
car show this year!  Several 
members were in attendance 
with their cars.  Other mem-
bers attended the show to look 
at the cars and talk to old 
friends.  I would never have 
guessed that I would spend 5 
hours there on Friday, but Jim 
and Dale, whom I meet there, 
spent another 2 hours after I 
left.  I must advise that they 
had a lengthy rest period be-
fore finishing eyeballing the 

cars.  

What a way to start the New 
Year!  We have a new board 
for the first time in seven 
years, plus a safety officer!  
We then put on a tech session 
at the January meeting.  I can 
hardly wait to see what the 

rest of the year will bring.  

 Speaking of tech sessions, 
can anyone believe what our 
Judging Chairman can do with 
three pieces of wood and a 
1/2 piece of PVC piping?  Put-
ting all these pieces together 
and he comes up with a fix-
ture for aligning 1963 head-
light bucket shafts.  Of course 
Tracy used Jim Coote's head-
light buckets as usual!  If you 
missed January’s meeting, do 
not fear as Dave Houlihan has 
an article and photos to ex-
plain what I am trying to de-
scribe which will be in this 
month's newsletter. This is 

February 2016 Volume 8, Issue 2 

Midway USA Tune Up 

 

Find us at… www.midwayusancrs.org 

http://www.midwayusancrs.org


Midway USA Tune Up Page 2 

NCRS Events Calendar 
 (National & Local) 

NCRS web site http://www.ncrs.org           
then click on the Events link. 

 Feb 5 -> 6 - KS Sunflower SWAP MEET 

 @ Kansas Pavillion at the Kansas Coliseum 

 Feb 13 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting 

 Mar 10 -> 13 - National Judging Retreat 

  in Grapevine, TX 

 Mar 19 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting 

 NOTE!! Meeting Date Change 

 Apr 9 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting 

  Chapter Judging Event & School 

 Apr 21 -> 24 - NCRS Auburn, IN Regional 

 May 19 -> 21 - Rochester, MN Regional 

 Jul 17 -> 21 - 2016 NCRS National Convention 

  in Warwick, RI 

 Oct 20 -> 22 - Texas Regional 

  in Frisco, TX 

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc. 

Officers & Committee Chairs 

Chairman  Rick Smiley   (316) 729-8388 

Vice-Chairman Dave Houlihan   (316) 682-9729 

Secretary  Jim Coote   (316) 789-0005 

Treasurer  Dallas Keller   (316) 200-4125 

Judging   Tracy Crisler  (620) 752-3131 

Chairman Emeritus Kurt Geis  

Newsletter Editors  Dale Green & Jim Coote 

Midway USA Chapter Merchandise 
Midway USA Chapter Banner 

2 x 5 is $25.00     3 x 7 is $57.40 

X-Press Signs & Graphics (has moved to) 

3845 W. Harry  (316) 613-2360 

Midway USA Name Tag 

$7.00 for either the magnetic or pin type 

Can be purchased at Apple Graphix 

2429 W Douglas Ave  (316) 942-5426 

Chairman Ramblings  - Continued 

Click the link for the complete list of events. 
NCRS News & Events page 

 
Click the link for individual event registration information. 

 
3-10-2016 - 03-13-2016 2016 National Judging Retreat in 

Grapevine, TX 
 

4-21-2016 - 04-14-2016 NCRS Auburn, IN Regional 
 

 Event Registration Forms 

For all you auction goers, there are two auctions coming 
our way this year.  The Leake Auction Co. will be in Okla-
homa on February 19 thru the 23rd at the Oklahoma City 
Fair Grounds.   They have 40 Corvettes with no reserve 
that will be for sale.  A complete list is on page 27 of the 
January/February Driveline.  We do not have a meeting 

that weekend.  Road trip anyone? 

The other auction is the Mecum Auction on March 11 & 12, 

2016 in Kansas City, Mo.  

Dave Houlihan called me to say that the 2018 NCRS had 
been awarded to Las Vegas.  Dave will have more infor-

mation at the meeting. 

REMEMBER THE MARCH 12TH MEETING HAS BEEN MOVED 

TO THE 19TH.   

Finally, one last thing; we will have a judging video at the 

February 13th meeting. 

Till the February meeting, stay warm and save the wave.   

Smiley 

Well then mark your dance card as 
the N.C.R.S. Board just approved Las 
Vegas for the 2018 National (July).  
I'll be working outside parking, so 

any volunteers are appreciated.  The 
event will be at South Pointe Casino 

and should be memorable. 
 

More info at the meeting. 

From the V.C. - Dave Houlihan 

Are You 

Feeling Lucky 

??? 

http://www.ncrs.org/
http://www.ncrs.org/news-and-events/index.php
https://www.ncrs.org/forums/register/event-subscription.php?ev_id=XYA_Yf8MLeg8VMCynQAtGjh11NXTa_zcVFbAXM0POLY&old_events=
https://www.ncrs.org/forums/register/event-subscription.php?ev_id=XYA_Yf8MLeg8VMCynQAtGjh11NXTa_zcVFbAXM0POLY&old_events=
https://www.ncrs.org/forums/register/event-subscription.php
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January 2016 Tech Session, notes  - By Dave Houlihan, photos by Rick Smiley & Jo Houlihan 

After the January meeting, Tracy Crisler presented 
an excellent Tech Session on 1963 Corvette headlight 
buckets. Other mid-year (1964-67) cars use all metal 
headlight buckets. 1963   headlight buckets are 
unique, being constructed of fiberglass with thin 
metal reinforcement plates securing the headlight 
bucket pivot shafts.  The thin metal reinforcement 
plates can get bent (e.g. someone sits on the hood/
headlight bucket) and the headlight pivot shafts are 
no longer in axial alignment. This can result in head-
lamps opening slowly or not at all. Tracy demon-
strated how to check and correct axial alignment of 
the 1963 headlight buckets.  
 
Using wood and white PVC water pipe, Tracy built 
the clever headlight alignment jig shown in the ac-
companying photos.   The "towers" are of sufficient 
height and spacing so as to allow free 360 degree ro-
tation of the headlight bucket on the bucket pivot 
shafts.  The pivot shaft "bearings" are PVC pipe with 
an inside diameter closely matching the bucket pivot 
shafts outside diameter. Proper 
alignment of the PVC bearings was 
guaranteed by Tracy's construction 
technique of first epoxying a length 
of PVC pipe across the towers. 
Then, after the epoxy had set, he 
cut away the pipe from between 
the towers.  The remaining PVC 
pipe on the towers was then sec-
tioned horizontally to make a drop-
in bearing surface for the headlight 
bucket pivot shafts.  A large steel 

(Continued on page 4) 
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bracket was affixed to one of the towers to serve 
as a mounting surface for a dial indicator with 
magnetic base.  
 
Jim Coote supplied freshly painted headlight 
buckets from his 1963 for the demonstration. To 
check pivot shaft axial runout, Tracy placed 
Coote's headlight bucket on the jig and attached 
the dial indicator on and at right angles to the 
pivot shaft.  Rotating the headlight bucket by 
hand allowed the axial runout to be measured. 
The headlight bucket was then flipped in the jig 
so as to measure the axial runout of the other 

side. Both of Jim's headlight buckets showed very 
little axial runout - perfect! 
 
A suggestion from the audience was then made to 
bend one of Jim's buckets out of alignment so we 
could see how to bend it back into alignment. 
History didn't record Coote's exact response, but 
it was considered generally negative and that ap-
proach was scrapped.  Tracy did however de-
scribe the realignment process.  
 
Basically, rotate the headlight bucket in the jig 
and mark the position of maximum axial runout 
with a pen. The headlight bucket is then secured 
(vice / table / etc) so that the pivot shaft can be 

"tweaked" back into position (brute force). 
Tweak/measure, tweak/measure, etc until 
the desired result is achieved. Obviously this 
approach is best done before painting.  The 
metal buckets on 1964-67 cars can't be 
"tweaked" back into position. Once bent the 
metal bucket is likely to crack if bent back.  
However, this jig would be useful to check 
axial runout on metal buckets if misalign-
ment was suspected as the cause of head-
light opening problems.  
 
Thanks Tracy and thanks Jim for an interest-
ing and informative Tech Session.  
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January 2016 Tech Session, notes  - continued 



Feb 5 -> 6  Kansas Sunflower SWAP MEET @ Kansas Pavilion - Kansas Coliseum  

Feb 13   Midway USA Chapter meeting 

Mar 10 -> 13 NCRS National Judging Retreat in Grapevine, TX 

Mar 19   Midway USA Chapter meeting - Judging Retreat Recap 

Apr 9   Midway USA Chapter meeting - Chapter Judging Event & School 

Apr 21 -> 24 NCRS Auburn, IN Regional 

Apr 29 -> 30 McPherson, KS College Car Show & Cruise 

Apr 29 -> May 1 CKCC - Vette’s and Harleys @ Hutchinson, KS Zoo 

May 7   ACCC All Corvette Show @ Best Western Airport Inn 

May 14   Midway USA Chapter meeting & Tech Session 

May 19 -> 21 NCRS Rochester, MN Regional 

May 29   Poverty Flats Pie Festival & Car Show @ Gypsum, KS 

Jun 11   Midway USA Chapter Meeting  

    & Midway USA Chapter All Corvette benefit car show 

June 12  Lake Afton All Wheels Car Show 

July 9   Midway USA Chapter Meeting & Tech Session 

July 17 -> 22 NCRS National Convention — Warwick, Rhode Island 

July 9   Midway USA Chapter Meeting 

July 9   Automobillia’s Moonlight Car Show & Street Party @ Wichita, KS 

Aug 13   Midway USA Chapter Meeting & Picnic 

Sep 10   Midway USA Chapter Meeting & Judging School & Chapter Judging Event 

Oct 8   Midway USA Chapter Meeting & Tech Session 

Oct 20 -> 22 NCRS Regional @ Frisco, TX 

Nov 12   Midway USA Chapter Meeting & Judging School 

Dec 10   Midway USA Chapter Meeting 

2016 

Chapter 

Event 

Schedule 
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The January 2016 monthly meeting was held on the 11th and called to order at 9:00 AM by the chapter Chair-

man, Rick Smiley.  There were 23 in attendance. 

Old Business: 

Rick, being the newly elected (by a hair) Chairman of the Midway Chapter of NCRS, opened the meeting by an-

nouncing that his wife, Bev Smiley, celebrated another birthday on the 5th of this month.  I'm not too sure if 

that was a wise move or not, telling the attendees to this meeting that she was a year older.  It's been my expe-

rience with all of my wives that they generally don't want to advertise that particular day.  Regardless of the 

wisdom of Rick's move, we all hope that she had a good birthday and that Rick bought her whatever Corvette 

she wanted.  

Dallas Keller was asked to introduce Dave Dennis, a long time ago member.  Dave is rejoining and informed us 

that he recently acquired a '63 fuelie which he and his son, Dave Jr., have started a frame off restoration in 

anticipation of having it judged.  Dave Jr., the proud owner of a '71, also attended our meeting. 

Dallas also introduced another new member along with the Dennises by the name of Dave Goodwin.  Dave is a 

name that is easy for Dallas to spell and he is more likely to remember their names if he brings three at a time 

to the meeting.  Dave Goodwin owns a '68, so the club is kind of adding three more Vettes:  a '63, a '68 and a 

'71.  Welcome to all three of you Daves! 

Rick called attention to the different heads at the director's table by announcing that the new face was that of 

Dave Houlihan.  He's not new to any of us as he's been active in the club since its inception, being the Vice 

President in its first few months, only to resign in order to travel to NCRS events in search of points.  Now 

that he's a 300 level judge, I guess he feels that he is up to the task of being a V.P.  Be sure to test him at eve-

ry opportunity that presents itself, or make one!  Rick also appointed him our new Safety Officer after his re-

port of falling off his Harley as printed in January's newsletter. 

Dallas, our Treasurer, again took the floor to give us a financial report, which was to say that the balance present-

ly stands at $3,576.66, plus a non interest bearing savings account of $100.00.  He also handed out an item-

ized end of the 2015 year financial report showing where our money came from and where it went.  It was a 

thorough report and not typical of those financial statements that only the accountants can understand. 

Richard York, the gift giving type, presented Dallas a late Christmas present which Dallas unwrapped while the 

rest of us looked on in anticipation.  Apparently Dallas didn't have the same confidence in Richard as the rest 

of us as he opened the package with fear and trepidation, expecting to be scared or hurt I guess.  Lo and be-

hold, Richard had secured a fancy Corvette checkbook cover to replace one that Richard had seen Dallas us-

ing.  It was a very thoughtful gift on Richard's part and one that was finally well received by Dallas.  It's only 

fitting our club's checkbook cover should have some kind of a tie-in with Corvette! 

Rick asked the new "Safety Officer" to expand on the coverage in the newsletter of his fight with his cell phone, 

the garage door and his Harley that resulted in a broken hip, which he did in fine detail.  Somehow he con-

verted the experience to our members working on their cars and how we should watch for every possibility of 

getting hurt.  What I got out of Dave's experience most was that you shouldn't walk on a broken hip for ten 

days before checking in at the emergency room.  You can also convert that wisdom to any injury while work-

ing on your Corvette! 

(Continued on page 7) 

January 2016 Meeting Minutes  -  Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc. 
Minutes Prepared By Chapter Secretary Jim Coote 
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Rick congratulated the club for achieving another Top Flight Award, our sixth award in a row.  In other words, 

except for the first year of our existence when we were on probation, we have earned this award every year.  I 

think we can all thank Rick for leading the club so as to achieve the reward in 2015.  Thanks Rick. 

Rick called attention to several upcoming attractions that many of us will be interested in, the list was so long we 

dedicated an entire page in this edition of our newsletter for all of the events. 

One event that should be mentioned though, is the club's "All Corvette Show" held annually in June.  This year it 

will again be on the second Saturday of the month, the 11th, following our usual, but shorter, business meet-

ing.  Dallas again will be in charge because he did such a good job last year.  He mentioned that last year Da-

vis Moore paid for the awards and is in hopes that they will do the same this year.  Again he made the same 

plea for us to hit up our favorite restaurants and other retailers where we shop to see if they could help out our 

charity event by donating door (drive-in) prizes.  Casey Coats, despite falling oil prices, seems to donate eve-

ry year enabling us to raffle off something of value to raise more money.  Dallas gave kudos to the Houlihans 

for supplying a majority of the door prizes last year.  Let's not let them do it all this year.  I'm not sure if we 

can go back to the same donators every year. 

Tracy Crisler, our Judging Chairman and C2 head light bucket analyst and repairman, commented that although  

we do not have any judging events lined up yet, we generally try to have an event in the spring and one in the 

fall.  We need to keep in mind that we have to keep such events at least two weeks away from the National 

Convention, which is July 17-22 in Rhode Island.   

Jo Houlihan, wife of the newly elected Vice Chairman, suggested that we try and work out something to be able 

to judge Stan Schield's Corvettes.  It's a geographical problem because his cars are 166 miles from here in 

Montezuma, KS, which makes a logistical problem for him or us.  Jo's idea is to make it a road trip coupled 

with a Judging Event so Stan doesn't have to trailer a couple of cars to Wichita.  Until someone builds a hotel 

in Montezuma (I just like saying that town), we could stay in Dodge near the Boot Hill Casino which is only 

30 miles away.  What a weekend that could be!  Rick volunteered to pursue such an escapade with Stan. 

John Jones was asked to elaborate on his "Christmas Vette Ride" that he authored in January's news letter, which 

he did quite nicely.  However, I don't think he succeeded in getting any other "top down" drivers for next 

year's tour of Christmas lights.  Kent Michael is the only one known to take his Vette out in "any" kind of 

weather, but even he didn't volunteer to join John next year. 

At 10:07 A.M. a voice was heard mentioning that we might end this frivolity, and to no one's surprise, a second 

voice was heard, which we called a second to the motion.  Thus, we adjourned! 

January 2016 Meeting Minutes  -  Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc. 
Continued 

It was great seeing Kurt Geis’ Early C3 Windshield Washer Pump 
Rebuild article on page 38 of the Winter 2016 edition of the NCRS 
Corvette Restorer.  If you missed out on the Restorer article, you 
can check out the original article on our web site’s Newsletters 

and Articles section or click this link for the newsletter in PDF. 

Editor’s 

Note 

http://www.midwayusancrs.org/uploads/2/4/1/6/24161555/midway_usa_tune_up_v4_i10_oct_2012.pdf
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Pictures of the Starbird Devlin Charity Car Show  - by Dale Green 
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Member  ______________________________________________________________________ 

Address  _________________________________  City: _______________________________ 

State  ___________  Zip: __________ - ______  Email: _________________________________ 

Home Phone ________________  Mobile _______________  

List of Corvettes: 

 Year  Color  Style  Additional Comments for Corvette 

 _____   _______________   _______   _________________________________________ 

 _____   _______________   _______   _________________________________________ 

Restoration Experience (if any) _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

     Date ___________  NCRS Member #  _______ 

National Corvette Restorers Society 

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS 
http://www.midwayusancrs.org 

Membership Application 

Chapter Membership Dues: 

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS ($20.00) __ Check # ____  Cash ______ 

A Nat’l NCRS Membership is Required.  Register by Internet http://www.ncrs.org/shop 

   Nat’l NCRS Membership is $45.00  Register by Phone (513) 385-8526 

 

Mail this application and check written to Midway USA Chapter NCRS: 

Dale Green  (Midway USA Membership Admin) 

2105 N. Glen Wood Ct. 

Wichita, KS 67230-1771 

(316) 636-2410 

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS in Wichita, KS 
promotes the enjoyment, preservation and restoration of Chevrolet Corvettes. 

 We meet the 2nd Saturday of each month, 9:00 a.m. at Davis-Moore Chevrolet 8200 West Kellogg. 

The National Corvette Restorers Society Mission 

     Formed in 1974, the National Corvette Restorers Society is a non-profit hobby group of 15,800+ fami-

lies dedicated to the restoration, preservation, history and enjoyment of Corvettes made from the model 

years 1953 through 1996. 

     If you are looking for a 1953 - 96 Corvette: The seller is telling you "the numbers match". Do you know 

what they mean? Are they truthful? Join the NCRS and learn from all of the information we have gathered 

in the last 33 years to make a wise decision when you purchase your Corvette. 

     If you already own a 1953 - 96 Corvette: No matter what you are up to, NCRS members have been 

there before. Benefit from all of the information we have gathered in the last 33 years to make better and 

smarter decisions as you restore and maintain your valuable Corvette. 

http://www.midwayusancrs.org
http://www.ncrs.org/shop

