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Vice Chairman Ramblings By Rick Smiley
I would like to start by welcoming our new members;
 Ted Alexander - Sun City,
Ks.
 John and Cindy Hecker Lenexa, Ks.
 Dave Ewan (Region 7 Director) - Spring Ranch, Tx.
Congratulations to Jon Bryan
on his Top Flight award, for
his 1979 Corvette.
And for all of you that did not
see it, John Jones’ Vette
made the front page of the
Local State section of the
Sunday Wichita Eagle newspaper. The paper featured his
1968 at the Blacktop Nationals event in Wichita, KS. Next
to John’s Corvette in the photo was another Corvette belonging to club member Jon
Bryan. Talk about club exposure! (See page 5 picture)
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Another Chapter Judging
event was concluded last
month and a Top Flight was
earned by Jon Bryan and his
1979 L-82 Corvette. Jon had
his car judged earlier and was
awarded a Second Flight. As
was evidenced at the August
Judging event, Jon went to
work on his car and corrected
items that were discovered in
April and came back for a second try. His hard work was
rewarded with a Top Flight.
Thanks to all the volunteers
that made this event possible
and our Judging Chairman
Tracy Crisler for putting everything together. Although I
am a little hurt that he did
not believe me when I told
him that the online registration was not working.

In closing, I would like to remind everyone the September
Club Meeting/Picnic will be at
Dale’s HOA Clubhouse on the
12th starting at 10:00 a.m.
See directions included in this
edition of the newsletter.
As far as the rumor mill goes,
not much has changed.
We are still waiting on Dallas
to let us know if we will have a
63 Fuelie roadster to judge in
the near future and Coote’s car
is still in for paint. One thing
to remember. If Roy Ester asks
about Jim’s color selection,
tell him it is Aztec Copper.
That is all I have, see everyone
on the 12th.

Chapter Picnic - September 12th

NCRS Events Calendar
(National & Local)
NCRS web site http://www.ncrs.org
then click on the Events link.
 Sep 12 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting

& Chapter Picnic


Sep 10 -> 12 - Midwest Regional
@ Oconomowoc, WI



Sep 19 - Get ready for flight judging!!
@ Arizona Chapter



Oct 3 - Corvette Trim and VIN Tags
@ Arizona Chapter



Oct 10 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting
& Tech Session or Judging School



Oct 22 -> 24 - Lone Start Regional
@ Frisco, TX



Directions

Nov 14 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting
& 2016 Officer Nominations

2050 N Glen Wood ST, Wichita KS, 67230
Starting from E. K96 & 21st North

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc.
Officers & Committee Chairs

Go east on 21st ST
Go past 127th ST approx. 1/3 mile

Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer
Judging

Turn Right (south) into Reeds Cove
Go two blocks and turn left into club house

Kurt Geis
(316) 773-0774
Rick Smiley
(316) 729-8388
Jim Coote
(316) 789-0005
Dallas Keller
(316) 729-4290
Tracy Crisler
(620) 752-3131
— Newsletter Editors —
Kurt Geis and Dale Green

Midway USA Chapter Merchandise

X
Midway USA Tune Up

Midway USA Chapter Banner
2 x 5 is $25.00 3 x 7 is $57.40
X-Press Signs & Graphics (has moved to)
3845 W. Harry (316) 613-2360
Midway USA Name Tag
$7.00 for either the magnetic or pin type
Can be purchased at Apple Graphix
2429 W Douglas Ave (316) 942-5426
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Midway USA Chapter Judging Event - Photos By Dale Green
As previously mentioned on the front page by Rick Smiley; another Chapter Judging event was
concluded last month and a Top Flight was earned by Jon Bryan and his 1979 L-82 Corvette. Jon
had his car judged earlier and was awarded a Second Flight. As was evidenced at the August
Judging event, Jon went to work on his car and corrected items that were discovered in April and
came back for a second try. His hard work was rewarded with a Top Flight.
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The One That Didn’t Get Away (Part 2 of 2) - By John Jones
Editors Note: Part 1 was published in last months edition.
THE JOURNEY TO RETRIEVE BABY
The trip to Colorado would take all day. My purpose for
this trip was different than it was 35 years ago, and Ray
would not be there waiting for me. For this trip, I brought
my friend, Dave, and my son Weston, to retrieve Baby
from her home in a barn on Mama Jones’s farm. It was
great to just travel the roads Ray and I had traveled. We
talked about Weston’s trip to Thailand, about cars and we
talked about Ray. Finally, we arrived at our motel just 30
miles from our destination. That night seemed endless,
and I could not sleep in anticipation of the next day.

Baby’s Retrieval Day
Ray and "Baby" at garage/
August 2010
barn where the Corvette
was parked for 30 years.

The next morning, as we started the final 30 miles I chatted like a 3rd grader. Every fence post seemed to remind
me of another story to tell. Thankfully Dave and Weston
just smiled and let me go on and on. When we pulled into
the drive of Ray’s mom’s house, I was overwhelmed. We
were here, this place where I had spent so much of my
youth. This place where Ray and I had raced our motorcycles, where we had worked on our cars and shared meals
with my “second family”. Even though many things had
changed, the house appeared to me just like it did years
ago. Then I saw Ray’s mom, who I also called “Mama”. Mama and I just hugged and cried. Retrieving Baby seemed
inconsequential at that moment. We went into the house
and I held her hand as we talked, hugged, and just grieved
together. I could see Ray every time I looked at her face. It had been way too many years, but right then, I
felt like that young man who had stood in that house so many years before.

A PRICELIST GIFT
Ray’s wife Janine handed me the title to Baby. I trembled
inside because I knew what I was receiving. This was so
much more than a car. It was memories; her memories,
Mamma Jones’s Memories, my memories. It was what we
had all lost. It was Ray. Baby had been stored in a barn
covered by two layers of blankets. She was where Ray had
parked her 35 years ago. As we unwrapped her, those with
me saw a pile of work, flat tires, no keys, no key for the
wheel locks, and 30 years of dirt. But I could see Baby, as
if she had never been touched by time. I could tell she was
still in there. Seeing Ray’s Corvette overwhelmed me with
a rush of memories and the hope that one day Baby would
shine again.
(Continued on page 5)

Midway USA Tune Up

Page 4

The One That Didn’t Get Away (Part 2 of 2) - By John Jones
FAST FORWARD: BABY’S VISTORY LAP
Through many hours of love, hard work, and elbow grease, I got Baby running again and kept her stock,
just like she was, just like Ray had wanted. Even now, when I go the garage to work on the Corvette, memories of those times with Ray flood back as if it was yesterday. As for Baby, she now has a new life attending car shows, going on sunset drives, joining my daughter Erin and me in Sonic runs, and sharing my memories of my best friend, Ray.

Black Top Nationals - August 2013

Black Top Nationals article in the Wichita
Eagle Newspaper - August 2015

Corvette’s at Carlisle Update - By Dave Houlihan
The BEST weather in years! Low/mid 80s on Thursday and Friday, warmer on Saturday, no rain/tornadoes/hurricanes in sight
and the fairgrounds were packed with Corvettes and people.
About the same number of vendors as last year, that is fewer
than 10 years ago reflecting the influence of the internet and
Pennsylvania sales tax laws, but still the biggest Corvette show
by far.
Parking on the fairgrounds is limited to vendor vehicles and Corvettes. Most folks use the "Fun Field" pass for their Corvette. We
always arrive early in the
morning (about 6:15) in order to avoid the morning traffic snarl. Parking spaces quickly fill up and the early bird gets the worm.
We took two cars to Carlisle this year, Tim's 96 and our 14. Problem is
always luggage space if you are going to purchase anything large. Tim
got a great deal on some wheels for his 1996, but had to ship them
home $$.
Corvettes at Carlisle did the flag again this year - third year for Tim's car
to be in the flag display. He also had his car selected for a "Celebrity
(Continued on page 6)
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Corvette’s at Carlisle Update - Continued
Choice" awards by one of the GM Engineers on site. (These engineers
gave seminars and product presentations on the 2016 cars. Three new
trim options to be offered this year.)
The Corvette Corral had a wide selection of bargains and overpriced
cars. Some cars offered for sale were in so many pieces and in such
poor condition that they would challenge Roy Ester to put them together. Sad thing was some of these basket cases were $$$$!
Interesting Chips Choice cars this year with a moving 1963 cut-away
display engine, transmission, differential, exhaust, and chassis. The
guy also brought a 1965 coupe that had been dissected to show internal mechanisms. This car also had a cut away 396 motor installed.
Both cars were originally GM test and training models.
The weekend also featured numerous seminars on a wide variety of
maintenance and restoration topics. Wil Cooksey, retired Corvette
Plant Manager and 2013 Corvette Hall of Fame inductee, gave an interesting talk about his time at GM. His book "No Time to Cry" is an
interesting read.

Tim’s “Celebrity Choice" award

This years Carlisle route included stops at South Bend, IN for the Studebaker Museum and the Henry Ford Museum in Detroit. We entered
Canada at Sarnia (north of Detroit) and crossed through Ontario to
Niagara Falls. Casey would LOVE this place - Ontario has more golf
courses than you can imagine.
We're headed
home in the
morning with a
planned stop at
the museum in
Bowling Green.

Photo from the "Chips Choice" 1965 cut-away car
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August 2015 Meeting Minutes - Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc.
Minutes Prepared By Chapter Secretary Jim Coote
The August 2015 monthly meeting was held on the 8th and called to order at 9:03 AM by the chapter ViceChairman, Rick Smiley. In fairness to the Vice Chairman who again was late in calling order for the start of
the meeting, I was late! Heaven forbid that the meeting should start before a penciled note is taken.
There were 21 in attendance.
Old Business:
A welcome was extended to all the attendees with special attention to John Hecker from Lenexa, Kansas, a
burb of Kansas City. Rick admitted to us that John was a friend from his old racing past. (not "racy",
"racing") Maybe I should say that John admitted that he was a friend of the Smiley's!
Rick continued his greetings with complimenting the Kellers, Dallas & Kerri, for their recent Top Flight
Award in Denver where they achieved a 98.9% judging score, and achieved the coveted Duntov Award.
Other awards handed out in Denver went to Jo Houlihan who received a Sportsladies (if anything, I'm always politically correct) Award for the Houlihans' 2014, rapidly collecting mileage, Vette.
While Jo was putting her memento away in the cavernous trunk of the Vette, her husband Dave was receiving his 300 point award and hat. I'm thinking their Vette should get some kind of protective bra award
for getting them to all these locations in style for them to earn all these awards!
And then there's Kerri. Along with all the achievements the Keller's have achieved with their '70 Duntov
Vette, Kerri has gathered up enough judging points to earn a hat which she will receive in Frisco. It's
not clear to me why the officials could not hand it to her in Denver, but guess she's okay with waiting
until later this year.
Dallas was asked to recap their two-year adventure with their 1970 roadster which culminated in Denver.
First of all, a couple of years ago they got a 98.3% judging score in Frisco, followed with a 98.2 in the
National Event last year in Kansas City, and now a 98.9% in Denver in 2015. Soooo, after two years of
work, they only raised their points six tenths of a point! Wonder how that breaks down in dollars. How
much does it cost to raise the judging score by one point? Guess I'll never know unless National starts
the new "Sportsman Concourse (sic) Judging", or as Rick would like to call it, the "Second Day Class".
Ask him to explain himself.
Dallas also said that their car passed PV with no issues, not counting the dry run the day before, and gave
credit to someone out-of-State who spent 5 days with Dallas getting the car ready. If I'm not mistaken,
Dallas did a similar service for someone else who needed help in getting ready for PV. I'll go out on a
limb and suggest, if you are contemplating a Performance Verification, get ahold of Dallas and get his
input. Don't tell him I sent you!
Dave Houlihan, not wanting to be left out on telling what went on in Denver, told us about a convention in
their hotel that involved "creepy dolls", his words, not mine. It must have been an unforgettable sight
as Jo jumped in with her description of the dolls too. And both Houlihans are qualified judges, so they
know what they are looking at.
Dallas, having lost the spotlight to Dave's dolls, secured it again when asked about money. He told us that
our checking account had $3260.01 and that our savings of $100 has not grown significantly enough to
use a decimal point. Jon Bryan, whose car will be judged following the meeting, added to the coffers
by giving Dallas $45.00 for what he hoped would earn him a Blue ribbon. I don't mean he was trying to
buy an award, just that's what the club charges to find what doesn't meet our lofty standards! This is
not coming out right; let me try again. We charge $45.00 to help Jon realize what a great car he has
and what he might consider doing to improve it.
(Continued on page 8)
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August 2015 Meeting Minutes - Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc.
Continued
Rick, in his prepared meeting notes, indicates this next part is his favorite part-challenging the authenticity and accuracy of the minutes. I'm not kidding, he actually typed, "Correction or addition to the
minutes (my favorite part)"! Well, I'm sorry to report, accurately and with the utmost authenticity, no
one had anything to critically report on the minutes, so they were passed as written and posted in the
August newsletter. So there!
Kerri brought us up-to-date on our contributions to the American Cancer Society, which was $90.00 in
March and recently $1,010.00. The last contribution was from the proceeds of our June All Corvette
Show.
New Business:
John Jones heard our plea last month for contributions to the club's newsletter and made an excellent attempt to tell us how he acquired his 1968 roadster in the August publication of Midway USA Tune Up.
The editor of our letter took it upon himself to make us wait for the ending, or John ran out of steam,
but I suspect the conclusion will be included in the September issue of the newsletter. Thanks John for
hearing the call for contributions. Who's next?
Now that the Denver National Convention is over, Flight Judging can begin on the new class, 1997 to 1999
Corvettes. Please line up at Tracy Crisler's chair to make arrangements to have yours judged. As Judging Chairman, Tracy is running out of cars for us to judge!
Another new class that is being discussed is one that so far is called the "Sportsman Concourse" (sic) class.
This is one that Rick is interested in, probably because he doesn't want to put his Vettes back to original. Bet there's more than just Rick out there who would appreciate this class. It certainly should increase interest and probably membership in both our club and the National Organization. Dave Bingham wrote about this class in the latest "Restorer", the summer issue on page 5.
Dallas asked if anyone was interested in getting rid of any of their "Restorer" magazines, he would be interested in them. Let him know if you want to dispose of any of yours. Dallas will thank you!
It was announced that our club had received its 5th Top Flight Award from 2014. Rick believes that we
have already completed the requirements to achieve our 6th Top Flight Award for this year.
We were reminded our picnic was postponed to September the 12th, which is the second
Saturday of the month, our usual meeting day. Joe Elliott can read this notice at Dale Green's neighborhood community meeting place in case he forgets the discussion we had today!
At 9:37, Rick thought it was time to get Tracy more involved in the meeting by asking him to start the
judging video. Before starting the video, Tracy discussed our judging of Casey's car compared to the
Joplin Regional. Although there were some differences in various areas, the overall scores were only
1/2 of one percent apart. Tracy was quite proud of his judges, as well he should be.
At 9:39, the meeting adjourned as Tracy introduced the judging event which was followed by judging Jon
Bryan's '79/L-82.
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Date ___________

NCRS Member # _______

National Corvette Restorers Society

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS
http://www.midwayusancrs.org

Membership Application
Member ______________________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________

City: _______________________________

State ___________ Zip: __________ - ______ Email: _________________________________
Home Phone ________________ Mobile _______________
List of Corvettes:
Year

Color

Style

Additional Comments for Corvette

_____

_______________

_______

_________________________________________

_____

_______________

_______

_________________________________________

Restoration Experience (if any) _____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Midway USA Chapter of NCRS in Wichita, KS
promotes the enjoyment, preservation and restoration of Chevrolet Corvettes.
We meet the 2nd Saturday of each month, 9:00 a.m. at Davis-Moore Chevrolet 8200 West Kellogg.
The National Corvette Restorers Society Mission
Formed in 1974, the National Corvette Restorers Society is a non-profit hobby group of 15,800+ families dedicated to the restoration, preservation, history and enjoyment of Corvettes made from the model
years 1953 through 1996.
If you are looking for a 1953 - 96 Corvette: The seller is telling you "the numbers match". Do you know
what they mean? Are they truthful? Join the NCRS and learn from all of the information we have gathered
in the last 33 years to make a wise decision when you purchase your Corvette.
If you already own a 1953 - 96 Corvette: No matter what you are up to, NCRS members have been
there before. Benefit from all of the information we have gathered in the last 33 years to make better and
smarter decisions as you restore and maintain your valuable Corvette.
Chapter Membership Dues:
Midway USA Chapter of NCRS ($20.00) __ Check # ____
Cash ______
A Nat’l NCRS Membership is Required.
Register by Internet http://www.ncrs.org/shop
Nat’l NCRS Membership is $45.00
Register by Phone (513) 385-8526
Mail this application and check written to Midway USA Chapter NCRS:
Dale Green (Midway USA Membership Admin)
2105 N. Glen Wood Ct.
Wichita, KS 67230-1771
(316) 636-2410
Midway USA Tune Up

Page 9

