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THE ONE THAT GOT AWAY 

I remember the day well.  It was 
a spring day back in 1982, I re-
ceived a call from Kent Michael 
about a Corvette that he and 
Louise’s cousin Jim Hefley had 
just brought back to Kent’s 
house.  Kent said that Jim had 
found a 1965 roadster with both 
tops in McPherson, KS.  Kent was 
going to strip and repaint the car 
and do some cosmetic work along 
with minor mechanical work.  
Kent asked if I would be interest-
ed in buying the car when he was 
done.  I had listened with inter-
est while Kent talked.  Now it 
was my turn to ask questions.  
What color is the car?  Kent said 
it was silver, but the original col-

or was Glen Green, (Kent knew 
that I had a Glen Green ’65 that I 
dearly wanted back). I asked about 
the interior and he said it was 
black but he was going to return to 
the original Saddle.  Now I was 
listening.  My last question, what 
motor did the car have in it?  Kent 
replied it is an original 396-425 
horse car.  Holy crap, Kent had me 
and he knew it.  I forgot to men-
tion this was a factory side pipe 
car.  The more Kent talked the 

more I had to have this car. 

About two months later Kent 
called and said the car was done 
and would I like to buy it for 

(Continued on page 2) 

Kurt Geis (our illustrious Chair-
man) is currently under the 
weather recovering from some 
cancer treatments.  He’s in 
good spirits and undergoing 
some rehab so you’ll have to 
endure a few comments from 

me.   

Kurt, when you get a chance to 
read this, your club is wishing 
you a smooth recovery and we 
are keeping you and the Geis 
family in our thoughts and 

prayers.   

Folks, this month we have two 
articles to share which are 
brought to you by Rick Smiley 
and Dave Houlihan.  Don’t for-
get to check out the always 
entertaining meeting minutes 
from our Secretary Jim Coote 

who is one fine scribe. 
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NCRS Events Calendar 
 (National & Local) 

NCRS web site http://www.ncrs.org           
then click on the Events link. 

 Feb 14 - Happy Valentines Day - Give your sweetie 

  (not your Corvette) a Big Kiss 

 Feb 14 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting 

 Mar 14 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting 

 Apr 11 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting 

 Apr 17 - Oklahoma Chapter Judging School 

 Apr 18 - Oklahoma Chapter Flight Judging 

 May 9 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting 

 Jun 13 - Midway USA All Corvette 

  Charity Car Show 

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc. 

Officers & Committee Chairs 

Chairman  Kurt Geis   (316) 773-0774 

Vice-Chairman Rick Smiley   (316) 729-8388 

Secretary  Jim Coote   (316) 789-0005 

Treasurer  Dallas Keller   (316) 729-4290 

Judging   Tracy Crisler  (620) 752-3131 

 — Newsletter Editors  — 

Kurt Geis and Dale Green 

Midway USA Chapter Merchandise 
Midway USA Chapter Banner 

2 x 5 is $25.00     3 x 7 is $57.40 

X-Press Signs & Graphics (has moved to) 

3845 W. Harry  (316) 613-2360 

Midway USA Name Tag 

$7.00 for either the magnetic or pin type 

Can be purchased at Apple Graphix 

2429 W Douglas Ave  (316) 942-5426 

$12,000, “well hell yea”, BUT first I had to talk to Bev.  Kent 
wished me luck and to call him back when I was ready to buy.  
Kent knew I was going to have to do some fast talking.  After a 
couple of days getting my strategy all lined out, or better said, 
I was getting the nerve to ask my wife if I could bring home 
another Corvette.  We already had two.  Well the day finally 
came and all was well around the house.  The kids were not 
screaming and the wife was in a really good mood.  So I sprung 
the question, Kent has this Glen Green 396, ’65 Roadster that 
he wants to sell us for only $12,000 and I think you would look 
good driving it so what do you say?  Now the question started 
that all wives are famous for.  Where are you going to put it?  I 
say the garage of course.  My daily car can sit outside.  Can we 
afford it, she asks.  Yes, I say.  Then came the final question all 
men hate.  WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO GET RID OF?????  How do I 
answer that?  People who know me know that I never sell, I 
just accumulate.  Bev knew I was not going to sell our Split 
Window and I knew she did not want me to sell the ’71 LT-1 
that she so successfully raced in NCCC autocrosses.  So what 
was I to say?  I pouted for a couple more days and Bev and I 
discussed a little more and I decided it was best to let the car 
go (a very sad day for me).  Out of all the cars that I have not 
bought, that I really wanted to buy, this one even today stands 

out as THE ONE THAT REALLY GOT AWAY. 

On a happier note, at least for Kent, is he did sell the car to a 
guy in Denver, CO.  He and a friend flew in to Wichita paid a 
lot more money ($16,500) then drove the car home.  That was 

just a few years before the prices started to double. 

So you know this is a true story, here are some photos of be-

fore and after. 

After 

Restoration 

The One That Got Away (continued) 

http://www.ncrs.org/
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NCRS Winter Regional by Dave Houlihan & photos from  Charles Miller’s link on the Tech Discussion Board 

Jo, Tim, our Grand Daughter Amber, and I at-

tended the NCRS Winter Regional over Janu-

ary 22-24th. The new venue for the Florida 

Chapter's Winter Regional was at "SUNnFUN" 

outside Lakeland, Florida.  Lakeland SUNnFUN 

may sound like the name of a nudist resort, 

but is actually home to the Florida Air Museum 

and a large International Fly-In (40th year in 

2014).  The host hotel was about 5 miles away from the airfield complex where the judging and 

swap meet took place.  Abundant hotels in the area - ours was about 15 miles away.  The weather 

was great with Friday night/early AM Saturday morning showers having no effect on judging.  

 

The judging was indoors in a hanger - a welcome break from judging in the parking lot at Kis-

simmee.  There were around 50 flight judged cars and 11 PV (6 passed).  On Friday, I worked as an 

OJ for the 1990-96 Chassis Team (5 cars).  Typically, the judging schedule was front-loaded to Fri-

day, and only 9 cars were Flight judged on Saturday.  Steve Wiliamson and his wife Denise were 

there. I believe Steve was judging but did not talk to him about the year and team.  Jo worked as 

a Tab Friday and Saturday.  

 

The NJC Dave Brigham and the 1966 Team Leader Bill Calorico put on the Thursday's 1 point judg-

ing school. They covered the three levels of Operations Judging NCRS does: PV ---> Precise, Flight 

---> General, and Founders Award ---> 

Basic and what the differences are. They 

discussed distribution of points on multi-

ple item lines (equally across all 

items).  They also stressed taking into ac-

count PRIMARY FUNCTION of line items 

and if the PRIMARY FUNCTION of the item 

fails, the SECONDARY FUNCTIONs are NOT 

judged, resulting in a TOTAL deduct for 

the item. One example they gave was the 

clock.  

(Continued on page 4) 

http://www.midwayusancrs.org
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Typically, on the OPS sheet, the line for "clock" 

will be something like "Clock and Reset". Dave 

explained since the PRIMARY FUNCTION of a 

clock is to tell time, that if the clock did not 

work (could not tell time), then the SECOND-

ARY FUNCTION of the "reset" function would not 

be checked and the line would be a total de-

duct. (This was a changed interpretation for me 

- previously I would have gone ahead and 

checked the reset function and given partial 

credit if it worked.)  If you attend a regional 

this year, then you are likely to catch the presentation.  

 

Swap meet is somewhat of a misnomer for the Winter Regional. They had more vendors than the 

other Regionals and National combined. Most of the large Corvette vendors were represented, as-

well-as numerous individuals spread out over 5-6 acres.  Not Carlisle, but very respectable - lots 

of engines, frames, parts, and supplies mostly for solid axle, mid-year, and chrome bumper cars. 

NCM and NCRS both had booths.  

 

The Florida Chapter put on a nice show with a 

few hiccups typical of moving to a new ven-

ue.  Very nice to have so many vendors.  We took 

three days to drive from Wichita.  

They announced the Winter Regional will be at 

SUNnFUN in 2016.  

NCRS Winter Regional by Dave Houlihan 

Saturday April 18 2015 - $30.00 Registration Fee 

Oklahoma Chapter Flight Judging & School 

 

 

This event will be limited to four flight judged cars and Al 

Grenning is the guest speaker!  Al will be giving a 

Engine Stamp Pad presentation Judging School 

 

 

Click here for today’s event details 

Click here to register for today’s event 

Oklahoma Chapter Flight Judging & Judging School Event 

Friday April 17th 5:00 p.m. - No Registration Fee 

Oklahoma Chapter Judging School 

Al Grenning Trim Tag / Documentation Paper School 

 

 This event is a one point Chapter Judging School held at 

Ollie's Station Restaurant,  4070 Southwest Boulevard  

Tulsa, Oklahoma.  There will be a quick dinner meal 

beginning at 5:00 pm where participants are responsi-

ble for their meal and beverage costs incurred. 

Seating limited to fifty people so register early. 

 

Click here for this evening’s event details 

Click here to register for this evening’s event 

http://www.ncrs.org/services/event-info.php?ev_id=aDAviAGk4I-Rg79JEHBg8qdu9dBSZs-U682FJ9nVvJ8
http://www.ncrs.org/services/event-info.php?ev_id=aDAviAGk4I-Rg79JEHBg8qdu9dBSZs-U682FJ9nVvJ8
http://www.ncrs.org/news-and-events/event-info.php?ev_id=iWg9VYAVupCM98sgQ1hYs1juFtahfSNl8TQQe3bOXH8
https://www.ncrs.org/forums/register/event-subscription.php
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The January 2015 monthly meeting was held on the 10th and called to order at or about 9:00 AM by the chap-

ter Chairman, Kurt Geis.  There were 22 in attendance. 

Chapter Business: 

Kurt welcomed the attendees to the first meeting of the New Year and commented on the “packed” house.  

Even the front row was filled, due partly to the VP, Rick Smiley, encouraging the Baptists to sit in front for 

a change.  Kurt figured today’s scheduled technical session accounted for the more than usual attendance.  

Since most did not know about the tech session, including me, I figure there were some “New Year’s Res-

olutions” working here.  Whatever the reason, or reasons, the board appreciates the interest in the meetings 

and the club’s activities. 

After Kurt made sure everyone had read the minutes and asked for a motion for them to be accepted as written 

and posted in the newsletter, Dallas Keller, our treasurer, called attention to the minutes referring to his and 

Kerri’s recent award winning Vette as a ’72 instead of a ’70.  I would like to apologize for the error here 

instead of in “Rick’s Correction Corner” because Dallas’ correction was legitimate.  (Read whatever you 

want to in that sentence, Rick)   I don’t have an excuse for my error except to say if it doesn’t have a divid-

er in the rear window I don’t have a chance of guessing what year any Vette is!  A motion was made to ac-

cept the minutes, a second was made and a unanimous vote of agreement followed. 

The treasurer was asked to report on our financial situation and he started out by stating that our account 

showed us with $2466.01 plus our safety net of $100.00 in savings.  Since he had stopped payment on our 

checks written to the American Heart Association in 2014, he rewrote the amount of $1226.00 to our new 

charity, The American Cancer Association.  Dallas furnished us with a detailed financial report covering 

all expenses and income for the entire year of 2014 which showed the balance of $2466.01.  Many mem-

bers have given Dallas their club member dues which are due the first of January and which he will deposit 

later this month. 

Kurt picked up on a discussion started last month concerning the board’s desire to have more technical ses-

sions and hands on activities.  Rick handed out a list of tech sessions that he had come up with and asked 

for input from the attendees.  The list was not all inclusive of course, but it should start us thinking as to 

what each of us needs to know in order to help us finish, or start, our project.  Part of the purpose of this 

club is to help one another and these technical sessions could be a real help.  Rick mentioned that the only 

item on the list that would need some outside help would be the swing arm axle and bearing replacement, 

which Kent Michael suggested Shelton might be available to assist on that one.  Dave Houlihan mentioned 

that there are videos on various subjects that would make good technical sessions including one on how to 

purchase a Corvette.  That one could be interesting as well as informative to you retirees with extra money 

to burn.   Detailing that meets NCRS standards would be a good session for those who expect to have your 

car judged some day.  Tracy Crisler, our Judging Chairman, made a device to check and straighten bucket 

headlight pivot shafts which he volunteered to demonstrate on my buckets. 

New Business: 

Rick mentioned that the Tulsa chapter will be holding a Friday night and Saturday Chapter judging meet with 

guest speaker Al Grenning.  There is no registration fee for Friday night but you will have to pay for your 

dinner at Ollie’s Station where Al will be discussing engine stamps.  There is a limit of 50 people so regis-

ter early.  Then on Saturday there is $30 registration fee for the Chapter Judging Event and school where 

(Continued on page 6) 

January 2015 Meeting Minutes  -  Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc. 
Minutes Prepared By Chapter Secretary Jim Coote 
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Al Greening will again be the guest speaker.  Need more info? Contact someone who has already regis-

tered, namely Rick, Dallas & Dave. Go to the National Web Site to register for both events. 

Lynne Foss inquired about what was decided to do with making members’ addresses and other contact infor-

mation available to the membership in a booklet similar to what Tulsa does.  She was informed, as were 

the rest of us, that it was to be done.  Not sure who or when, but it will come to pass.  

Rick inquired of Jo Houlihan what she had found out about the Pink Bowties for our June car show.  She was 

unaware that she was selected to gather information and prices on the pin, but hurriedly accepted the chal-

lenge. 

Rick admitted that this was old business, but he didn’t think it was ever finalized, so he brought it up again un-

der New Business.  He is of the opinion that we need an “Attitude Adjustment” hour.  Once again this is 

something the Tulsa club does, so guess we need to do it too!  No point in telling him to go join that club, 

’cause he’s already a member of it.  In good standing I might add!  Without volunteering, he was selected 

to organize such a social event which will include both genders.  It would be a good event to get to know 

each other better. 

At 9:47, Kurt called for a close of the meeting so that we could have Dave Houlihan present us with his experi-

ence on repairing the rust on his frame and birdcage.  At 9:48 we all voted in favor of the motion to dismiss.     

 

January 2015 Meeting Minutes  -  Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc. 
Continued 

1965 Trivia Brought to you by Wikipedia 

Four-wheel disc brakes were introduced in 1965, as was a "big 

block" engine option: the 396 cu in (6.49 L) V8. Side exhaust 

pipes were also optionally available in 1965, and continued 

to be offered through 1967. The introduction of the 425 bhp 

(317 kW) 396 cu in (6.49 L) big block in 1965 spelled the beginning 

of the end for the Rochester fuel injection system. The 396 cu in (6.49 L) 

option cost US$292.70 while the fuel injected 327 cu in (5.36 L) engine cost 

US$538.00. Few people could justify spending US$245.00 more for 50 bhp (37 

kW) less, even though FI could deliver over 20 mpg on the highway and would 

keep delivering fuel despite high G-loading in corners taken at racing speeds. 

Did You Know 

We are hoping for a speedy recovery 
for our Chairman Kurt Geis who is 

shown here working on Dallas’ car 2 
days before his surgery (01/21/2015). 
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Member  ______________________________________________________________________ 

Address  _________________________________  City: _______________________________ 

State  ___________  Zip: __________ - ______  Email: _________________________________ 

Home Phone ________________  Mobile _______________  

List of Corvettes: 

 Year  Color  Style  Additional Comments for Corvette 

 _____   _______________   _______   _________________________________________ 

 _____   _______________   _______   _________________________________________ 

Restoration Experience (if any) _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

  Date ___________ NCRS Member #  _______ 

National Corvette Restorers Society 

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS 
http://www.midwayusancrs.org 

Membership Application 

Membership Dues: 

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS ($20.00) __ Check # ____  Cash  

A NCRS Membership is Required. By Internet http://www.ncrs.org/membership/index.html 

    NCRS Membership is $35.00  By Phone (513) 385-8526 

 

Mail this application and check written to Midway USA Chapter NCRS: 

Kurt Geis  (NCRS-KS) Membership Chair / Chairman 

14123 W. Onewood Ct.  

Wichita, Ks 67235  

(316) 773-0774 

The Midway USA Chapter of NCRS 
promotes the enjoyment, preservation and restoration of Chevrolet Corvettes.  

We meet the 2
nd

 Saturday of each month at Davis-Moore Chevrolet 8200 West Kellogg. 

The National Corvette Restorers Society Mission 

     Formed in 1974, the National Corvette Restorers Society is a non-profit hobby group of 15,800+ fami-

lies dedicated to the restoration, preservation, history and enjoyment of Corvettes made from the model 

years 1953 through 1996. 

     If you are looking for a 1953 - 96 Corvette: The seller is telling you "the numbers match". Do you know 

what they mean? Are they truthful? Join the NCRS and learn from all of the information we have gathered 

in the last 33 years to make a wise decision when you purchase your Corvette. 

     If you already own a 1953 - 96 Corvette: No matter what you are up to, NCRS members have been 

there before. Benefit from all of the information we have gathered in the last 33 years to make better and 

smarter decisions as you restore and maintain your valuable Corvette. 

http://www.midwayusancrs.org
http://www.ncrs.org/membership/index.html

