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Vice Chairman Ramblings By Rick Smiley
As I sit here on this very cold
and icy day, I cannot help but
reflect on our chapter’s past
year. This was my original
plan, but after reading the
last eleven months of newsletters there is no way I can
possibly accomplish this in
one newsletter. So I will
summarize.

At the Joplin, Mo. Regional,
Top Flight awards were given
to Kurt Geis for his 1995
Coupe and Casey Coats for his
1959.

Our chapter started the year
by receiving our 2014 Chapter
Top Flight Award from NCRS,
making it five years in a row.
From here our chapter really
got rolling.

At the NCRS Nationals in Denver, Dallas and Kerri Keller
received a Duntov award (RED
HAT) for their 1970 roadster.
Steve Williamson-received a
Duntov award (RED HAT) for
his '69 Coupe. Kurt Geis was
awarded a RED HAT for his
Duntov 1972 Coupe earlier in
the year as he was unable to
attend the Denver Nationals.

We had two Chapter Judging
events where two second
flight and one top flight ribbons were awarded. Numerous members won sportsman
awards.
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Our annual ALL CORVETTE
CAR SHOW raised over
$1100.00 for the AMERICAN
CANCER SOCIETY.

Also at the Denver Nationals,
Dave Houlihan, Peter Gregory
& Steve Williamson

received their 300 point Judging Hats.
At the Frisco, Texas Regional,
Kerri Keller received her 100
point Master Judging Hat. Kurt
Geis' 1994 Coupe was represented by his stepson, Ryan
Ghaffari, and they received the
coveted Yellow Ribbon for
passing Performance Verification.
All in all, I would say our small
club of only 37 family members, including members from
Oklahoma, Arkansas, Colorado,
Texas, along with our members
that live in the far reaches of
Kansas, did one hell of a job
representing the Midway USA
Chapter.
December 12th will be a busy
day for our chapter. The
morning meeting will be officer
elections and we’ll get back

Vice Chairman Ramblings - Continued
together again in the evening at DeAnn and Jim Coote's
house for our annual Christmas party.
Looking forward to next year, our Chapter is well on its
way of reaching a Top Flight award for 2015. Tracy has a
tech seminar scheduled for January. We will be planning
for two Judging events and as always, we will begin planning for our Annual All Corvette Car Show.

NCRS Events Calendar
(National & Local)
NCRS web site http://www.ncrs.org
then click on the Events link.
 Dec 12 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting

& Officer Election & Christmas Party


Jan 9 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting



Jan 20 - Florida Chapter Winter Regional

I believe that several members will be attending many of
the events listed in the calendar on the right side of this
page in 2016. As you can see there is plenty for everyone
to do, so start preparing for next year.



Feb 13 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting



Mar 10 -> 13 - National Judging Retreat

Thanks to all our members, because of you we had a great
year and I’m looking forward to doing the same in 2016.



Apr 21 -> 23 - Auburn, IN Regional



May 19 -> 21 - Rochester, MN Regional

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.



Jul 17 -> 21 - 2016 NCRS National Convention

in Grapevine, TX

in Warwick, RI

Smiley


Nominations for Chapter Officers
and Committee Members
Rick Smiley
Dave Houlihan
Jim Coote
Dallas Keller
Tracy Crisler

Chairman
Vice Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer
Judging

Elections will be held in December
with officers assuming their duties in
January.

Event Registration Forms
Click the link for the complete list of events.
NCRS News & Events page

Click the link for individual event registration information.
12-06-2015 Puerto Rico Chapter Chapter Flt Judging
01-20-2016 Florida Chapter 38th Annual NCRS Winter Regional
at Sun N Fun facilities on Lakeland Linder Airport
03-10-2016 - 03-13-2016 2016 National Judging Retreat in
Grapevine, TX
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Oct 20 -> 22 - Texas Regional
in Frisco, TX

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc.
Officers & Committee Chairs
Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer
Judging

Kurt Geis
(316) 773-0774
Rick Smiley
(316) 729-8388
Jim Coote
(316) 789-0005
Dallas Keller
(316) 200-4125
Tracy Crisler
(620) 752-3131
— Newsletter Editors —
Kurt Geis and Dale Green

Midway USA Chapter Merchandise
Midway USA Chapter Banner
2 x 5 is $25.00 3 x 7 is $57.40
X-Press Signs & Graphics (has moved to)
3845 W. Harry (316) 613-2360
Midway USA Name Tag
$7.00 for either the magnetic or pin type
Can be purchased at Apple Graphix
2429 W Douglas Ave (316) 942-5426
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Date Codes on the “Bug” - By Dave Houlihan
The monogram on automobile glass is called the “bug”. We’re more familiar with the LOF bug as it appeared
(with some changes over the years) on 1953-96 Corvette window glass. Both bugs shown below contain
similar kinds of information, however, this article will concentrate on how to decipher manufacturing date
codes.

The AP Tech bug is from a C5 Windshield
manufactured in December 2000.

The LOF bug is from a Corvette Windshield
manufactured in March 1971 or 1984.

Libbey-Owens-Ford used a two letter system with the first letter specifying month of production and
the second letter specifying production year. LOF changed some of the month codes in 1958. The letter “L”
is January during 1953-56 and “L” is March during 1957-96. The letter “N” is March in 1953-56 and January
for 1957-96. LOF Corvette glass manufactured prior to 1960 is easy to spot - it did not have the words
“LAMINATED” or “SOLID TEMPERED” on the bug.
In the sample LOF bug, the date code is “LN”. “N” could be 1958, 1971 or 1984. “LAMINATED” in the bug
indicates it is after 1958, so the glass would decode as being manufactured in 1971 or 1984 (March).
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Date Codes on the “Bug” - continued
AP Technologies manufactured
C5 glass, their date codes are
rows of dots “•”
Two rows for windshields - Top
row is Year and second row is
Month.

Convert the dot “•” positions to values and add to determine date.

Three rows for side glass - Top
row is Year, middle is Month
and bottom row is Day.
The dots “•” are in binary sequence and double in value
from left-to-right. The first
dot has value one (1), the second dot to the right has value
two (2), the third dot to the
right has value four (4), and
the fourth dot to the right has
value eight (8). A fifth dot is
used on “Day” rows and has
value sixteen (16). Note that
the “Day” row is offset by half
a position to the left from the
Month and Year rows.

Midway USA Tune Up

Page 4

Did I just Hear Santa’s Door Slam - by Kurt Geis in 2009 inspired by Clement Clark Moore
Twas the night before Christmas when all through
the house,
Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse.
The Stockings were hung by the chimney with care,
In hopes that St. Nicholas soon would be there.

the squealing of tires, of cars soon to be gone.
As I drew in my head and was turning around,
Thru the garage door came St. Nick with nary a
sound.

The Corvettes were nestled all snug in the garage,
With visions of Top-Flight hopefully not a mirage.
And mamma in her ‘kerchief and I in my cap,
A copy of Driveline to read ‘fore my nap.

He was dressed in a red shirt to match the red
Vette,
From Corvette America, that you can bet.
A bundle of goodies he had flung on his back,
It looked like a swap meet, or something like that.

When out on the drive there arose such a clatter,
I sprang from my bed to see what was the matter.
Away to the window I flew like a flash,
Tore open the shutters and threw up the sash.

His eyes-how they twinkled! his dimples how merry!
His cheeks were like roses, his nose like a cherry!
His droll little mouth was drawn up like a bow,
And the beard of his chin was as white as the snow.

The moon on the breast of the new-fallen snow,
Gave the luster of mid-day to objects below.
When, what to my wondering eyes should appear,
Than a shiny red roadster, and 8 coupes very near.

The stump of a pipe he held tight in his teeth,
And the smoke it encircled his head like a wreath.
He had a broad face and a little round belly,
That shook when he laughed, like a bowlful of jelly!

With a little old driver, so lively and quick,
I thought to myself, am I getting sick?
More rapid than eagles the coupes they came,
And he whistled, and shouted, and called them by
name.

He was chubby and plump, a right jolly old elf,
And I laughed when I saw him, in spite of myself!
A wink of his eye and a twist of his head,
Soon gave me to know I had nothing to dread.

Now C-2, now C-3, now LT-1, and split-window too!
On C-4, on C-5, on big-block and L-82!
To the top of the drive! to the very front wall,
Now Dash away! Dash away! Dash away all!
As dry leaves that before the wild hurricane fly,
Their engines were revving, and some rather high.
So out to the street the coupes they all flew,
With the red roadster following, St. Nicholas, too.
And then, out of nowhere I heard on the lawn,

He spoke not a word but went straight to his work,
And put in my stocking, the keys to the coupes,
what a perk.
And laying his finger aside of his nose,
Away to the roadster, as red as a rose.
He sprang to the wheel, and slapped it in gear,
He popped out the clutch, so that all could hear.
But I heard him exclaim as he drove out of sight,
Merry Christmas to all, and to all, drive them right.

A few party pic
from last month.
Wishing Kurt
a happy birthday, peace and
comfort as he
continues his
battle with brain
cancer.
Midway USA Tune Up
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November 2015 Meeting Minutes - Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc.
Minutes Prepared By Chapter Secretary Jim Coote
The November 2015 monthly meeting was held on the 14th and called to order at 9:00 AM by the chapter Vice
-Chairman, Rick Smiley. There were 20 in attendance, including one visitor, a well behaved son of Kent and
Louise Michael.
Old Business:
Rick opened the meeting by acknowledging a couple of notable events. First was that Kerri Keller received
her” Black Hat” at the Regional in Frisco, Texas, this past month. Second, at the same event, Ryan Ghaffari, Karen Geis' son, showed Kurt's '94 White Coupe and was awarded a Performance Verification award.
As we have heard from others, that is quite an achievement, especially for a novice in such ventures. He's
proof that there are some good stepsons out there!

Even though Andy Michael, Kent's son, has been at our meetings before, I think it only proper to welcome him
again to this meeting. Although little was mentioned about his attendance today, I think that Kent should
buy him a membership so that he can feel obligated to come every month. If he's been around Kent much
I'm sure he could add quite a bit to our meetings, technical and comical! Besides, he’d lower the average
age of the attendance!
The treasurer's report was verbally submitted in a very professional way by our treasurer, Dallas Keller, the
husband to the new "Black Hat" owner. According to Dallas, the amounts are the same as they were last
month, but to save you the time and effort since I know you are all very busy with your Vette projects, I
will repeat them here so you won't have to look them up. The checking account has $3,191.34 in it and
alongside that account is a $100 bill for our savings. The only other matter of business Dallas had was to
report that Kerri has two "r's" in her first name. He looked at me when he said it, but since it wasn't in the
minutes of the last meeting, it wasn't my fault. So there! For the rest of you: Kerri has two "r's" in her
name! Man. Some people are touchy about their name aren't they? Wish they cared as much about the
rest of the words they spell!
As for corrections to the newsletter and the minutes therein, Kent commented, but not in a complaining way,
that his membership number was not included in the listings of the nine oldest members of the club. To
explain to Kent and anybody who cares, Dale's membership roster listed an incorrect membership number
for Kent. Kent’s number is actually 6,683 which places him between Phil and Casey. Sorry about that
Kent!
Rick mentioned that Tracy Crisler, our Judging Chairman, will review the new paint guide lines next month.
He was on the schedule for this month, but guess Rick forgot to tell Tracy to be here. Wonder what hay
field he is stomping around in this month! Since the new guidelines won't go into effect until after the
2016 Nationals, guess we have time to hear what Tracy learned in Frisco. And those of us who are going
to the NCRS Judging retreat in March 2016 in Grapevine, TX will learn it firsthand. We can use it as a
check-up on what Tracy tells us.
When John Jones arrived, ahem, Rick informed him that something was wrong with the "Goggle #" in our web
site. The problem is, some of us are still trying to understand what the number is supposed to do for us.
Once again John patiently went through some explanation and a couple of the phone nerds immediately
called it and got some satisfaction, but John said that he would look into it again and make sure that it was
doing what was intended.
(Continued on page 7)
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November 2015 Meeting Minutes - Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc.
Continued
New Business:
The Christmas party that is to be held this year at the Coote's house was discussed and some conclusions were
reached, like; date will be the 12th of December, the same day as our business meeting which will be held
at the usual 9:00AM hour at the usual Davis-Moore Chevrolet meeting place; gather at 6:30 P.M. for socializing; bring an edible dish, as in "pot-luck"; bring your favorite brew if you don't want to gamble on
what's furnished; ham will be the meat of choice-ours, and directions will be included in the December
newsletter. Call 789-0005 if you have any questions.
Donations to participate in the Christmas meal were discussed, but due to complications on combining those
with our other charitable events, it was decided not to do it this year. Instead it was suggested we collect
monies for a Garmin GPS for Joe Elliott. These contributions would not be deductible since Joe can afford
one himself without our help.
The annual Car Events Calendar pamphlet was discussed by Dallas and Kent as to whom should be shown as
the contact person for our club. Except for the scribe, the rest sat motionless and quiet!
John Jones was asked to fill us in on the happenings recently at his favorite Car Show, “The Poverty Flats Pie
Festival and Car Show”, which is held in Gypsum, Kansas, right up the street! He was all aglow telling us
how he whipped the competition and winning the best in his class. The award: peach pie and ice cream!
How does he keep his weight off? He goes to this event twice a year! John’s closing statement: “that’s all
the news that is the news”. Now tell me, is pie important to John or not?
Dallas and Kerri (note the two “r’s”) celebrated their 34th anniversary with 250 others at the Frisco Judging
event this past month. It didn’t take too long to discuss what happened at Frisco because Jo Houlihan did
such a good job of doing so on page 3 of the November edition of the Midway USA Tune Up newsletter
put together by the editor-in-chief, Dale Green. Rick did briefly make references to his favorite topic in
NCRS, the new judging class he likes to call, “Day two Class”. According to Dave Brigham, NCRS’
Judging Chairman, it won’t become a judging class until at least January 2017. The proper name by the
way is Sportsman Concourse Class.
Rick reminded us that next month would be elections for board members. Not that the board members are
bored, but this is a yearly event, plus we need to add Dave Houlihan to the not bored board! Be sure to attend and make your voting decisions based on facts, not personalities.
At 9:40 A.M. Kent made a motion that
we adjourn and Bev Smiley seconded it
by turning her chair around so as to be
attentive to Dave Houlihan’s well prepared and professional presentation on
deciphering window date codes on C-5’s.
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Date ___________

NCRS Member # _______

National Corvette Restorers Society

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS
http://www.midwayusancrs.org

Membership Application
Member ______________________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________

City: _______________________________

State ___________ Zip: __________ - ______ Email: _________________________________
Home Phone ________________ Mobile _______________

List of Corvettes:
Year

Color

Style

Additional Comments for Corvette

_____

_______________

_______

_________________________________________

_____

_______________

_______

_________________________________________

Restoration Experience (if any) _____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Midway USA Chapter of NCRS in Wichita, KS
promotes the enjoyment, preservation and restoration of Chevrolet Corvettes.
We meet the 2nd Saturday of each month, 9:00 a.m. at Davis-Moore Chevrolet 8200 West Kellogg.
The National Corvette Restorers Society Mission
Formed in 1974, the National Corvette Restorers Society is a non-profit hobby group of 15,800+ families dedicated to the restoration, preservation, history and enjoyment of Corvettes made from the model
years 1953 through 1996.
If you are looking for a 1953 - 96 Corvette: The seller is telling you "the numbers match". Do you know
what they mean? Are they truthful? Join the NCRS and learn from all of the information we have gathered
in the last 33 years to make a wise decision when you purchase your Corvette.
If you already own a 1953 - 96 Corvette: No matter what you are up to, NCRS members have been
there before. Benefit from all of the information we have gathered in the last 33 years to make better and
smarter decisions as you restore and maintain your valuable Corvette.

Chapter Membership Dues:
Midway USA Chapter of NCRS ($20.00) __ Check # ____
Cash ______
A Nat’l NCRS Membership is Required.
Register by Internet http://www.ncrs.org/shop
Nat’l NCRS Membership is $45.00
Register by Phone (513) 385-8526
Mail this application and check written to Midway USA Chapter NCRS:
Dale Green (Midway USA Membership Admin)
2105 N. Glen Wood Ct.
Wichita, KS 67230-1771
(316) 636-2410
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