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Letter from the Chairman By Kurt Geis
I want to start out by thanking
everyone in the chapter for
your patience last month. Due
to my brother-in-law’s visit,
health issues for me and for
Dale’s family there just wasn’t
enough time to get more than a
short note out to our members.
Again, thanks for your patience
and understanding.
As most of you know, Dale’s
brother has been in the fight of
and for his life with some very
serious health issues. Unfortunately, his timing didn’t allow
enough time to find a transplant donor for him, and in early September he lost his fight. I
have spoken to Dale and he is
doing as well as could be expected. Please keep him and
his family in your prayers as he
gets thru this difficult time.
I know this is somewhat old
news now, but three of our
chapter members received
awards at the annual Blacktop
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National car show. I would like
to congratulate Casey Coates,
John Jones and Joe Elliott on
their awards. Don’t hold me to
this, but I believe Casey and
Joe took second place in their
class and John took first in his
class. But like I said, don’t hold
me to this. I’ve slept since
then and I have other excuses if
you want them. :<)
Now, lets get on to some chapter business.
As you know at our September
meeting not only did we have
our regular business meeting,
but we also had a short judging
school (which ran about an
hour) and also held our first
chapter judging meet. More on
that later. However, if you
missed the school, you missed a
good chance to put you
knowledge to work.
Tracy put together a very well
done school on the 8th edition

of the NCRS judging reference
manual. It was designed to be
an open book “quiz” but it became apparent that we have
some work to do. The quiz covered many of the standard deduction items and did a great job
of making you think. Well done
Tracy.
As for the judging, it was pretty
normal considering the cars. We
had the opportunity and pleasure
to judge a 1959 and a 1969
coupe. The best part is that they
had both just completed body-off
restorations. Both of the cars
did very well. More in the attached article.
October is going to be a busy
month for our chapter and members. On October 11 the chapter
will be hosting yet another judging meet. We will be judging an
original 1959 roadster and possibly a 1972 coupe. Tracy has also
(Continued on page 2)

told me to be prepared for another school between the
meeting and the judging meet.
Later in October many of the chapter members will be burning up I-35 on the way to the Texas chapter Frisco regional.
That regional runs from October 23 thru 25, 2014. Registration is open until the end of September, so if you are hungry
for a great steak and chocolate cake, uh, I mean a good
time and cool cars you still have time to sign up.
In addition to the above, we will be discussing the chapter’s
upcoming events, including officer elections and the annual
Christmas party. With that in mind, I guess I’ll quite babbling and let you all read the rest of this combined September/October newsletter. See you on the 11th.

NCRS Events Calendar
(National & Local)
NCRS web site http://www.ncrs.org
then click on the Events link.
 Oct 4 - Oklahoma Chapter Judging School

@ Tulsa, OK


Oct 11 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting
& Judging Meet, & Judging School
@ Davis-Moore Chevrolet



Oct 23 -> 25 - Texas Lone Star Regional
@ Frisco, TX



Nov 1 - Arizona Chapter Judging Meet & School
@ Surprise, AZ



Nov 8 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting
@ Davis-Moore Chevrolet



Dec 13 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting
& Chapter Christmas Party
@ Geis’ Residence

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc.
Officers & Committee Chairs
Joe's 1964 Off Frame

Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer
Judging

Kurt Geis
(316) 773-0774
Rick Smiley
(316) 729-8388
Jim Coote
(316) 789-0005
Dallas Keller
(316) 729-4290
Tracy Crisler
(620) 752-3131
— Newsletter Editors —
Kurt Geis and Dale Green

Midway USA Chapter Merchandise
Midway USA Chapter Banner
2 x 5 is $25.00 3 x 7 is $57.40
X-Press Signs & Graphics (has moved to)
3845 W. Harry (316) 613-2360
Midway USA Name Tag
$7.00 for either the magnetic or pin type
Can be purchased at Apple Graphix
2429 W Douglas Ave (316) 942-5426
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Midway USA NCRS Members
Win At BlackTop Nationals

Moments captured by
Kent Michael

Best in Class 1972 & Older Sports – Casey Coats - Trophy and $100.00 Check

Best in Class Survivor - Joe Elliott - Trophy and $100.00 Check

Second Class Survivor - John Jones – Trophy
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Judging Two New Cars - by Kurt Geis & Pic’s by Kent & Tracy
As you read in the newsletter earlier, on September 12
we had the opportunity to judge a very nice 1959 roadster and an equally impressive 1969 coupe. So, you are
asking “why did I title this article ‘Judging two new
cars?” Well, my reason is simple, both of the cars have
just completed full body off restorations. And, if I must
say, these cars were way better than they were when
they left St. Louis.
Casey Coates had his car restored by a shop in Derby, KS
that is known for its work on sheet metal cars. I guess
whomever did the work on the car must have
gotten some fiberglass resin in his cereal or
something, cuz they did a great job.
Even though the work was done by a restoration shop, Casey was shooting for accuracy. He
had many of the original parts repaired and restored. He also went back with lacquer paint
on the body and an interior that looks great.
Steve Williamson brought his 1969 coupe up
from Arkansas to have it judged for the first
time since the restoration was completed. I
believe that much of the work was done by

(Continued on page 6)

Midway USA Tune Up

Page 5

Judging Two New Cars - Continued from page 4
Steve and some of his friends, but, again, I could be
wrong.
This car was very well done, and probably the biggest
deductions for the car was the basecoat/clearcoat paint
that was applied. The down side for both cars was that
the paint was judged as NTF (not typical finish), so some
originality and condition points were lost by both. It was
just too good a paint job on both cars. That translates to
just too shiny.
It was a great day for the event with a cool day (so the
chokes would work). Also, we were able to leave the
doors open on the judging area and enjoy the natural air
conditioning.
I’m sure you can tell I’m having a hard time writing anything about either of these cars. Yes, they were both
very well done. Yes they did both have their problems.
But, of the cars we’ve had to judge, these were two of
the best we have seen. It was a pleasure to look at both
of the cars.
Oh, and by the way, they both received top flight
awards.
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The Tool Box - by Rick Smiley
I would like to take a few moments to discuss an object that should be dear to all our hearts.
That object is “THE TOOL BOX”
Have any of you really given your tool box much thought lately? It is more than just a tool storage
center or a shelf to store items on top of. It is the heart and soul of your garage. Think about it.
Why else would we have multiple tool boxes. We all have at least one in our garage or shop, and
many have another one in their trailer or truck. We visit our boxes quit often hoping to find the
tool or tools we need to work on our beloved Corvettes.
The question has been asked many times in our lifetime as to why we need to buy “another tool
box.” The simple answer is, to store more tools. You can never have enough tools.
Recently my better half got tired of hearing me complain about not being able to find the tool in
needed, so in a weak moment she told me to “go buy that damn tool box I had been wanting so I
don’t have to listen to complain.” So, I did!
Not wanting to give her a chance to change her mind, I headed out and bought a 56” wide tool
chest with a tool box on the top. This is a thing of beauty, bright red, roller bearing on the easy
pull drawers. It has 6” wheels for ease of movement and is rock solid. The bottom chest weighs
in at 600 pounds, with the top box weighing in at 300 more. I bought the chest and box at Harbor
Freight. I know, big deal. But, I was pretty excited about this purchase.
When I sent a photo to our secretary, Jim Coote, he laughed at me and said nobody had ever sent
him a photo of a red tool box! I was disappointed, though. Hell, he didn’t even notice the original 65 Corvette Fuel Injection emblem that I used to replace the manufactures emblem. Jim is
really not to observant and he really hurt my feelings (yes I have them).
Now, back to my original story. I was able to empty 3 of my smaller Craftsman tool chests and
top boxes, and still have room for the tools I know I will need in the future. My thought process
was to make more room in my garage, but it’s already gone. I did keep one of the old 42” Craftsman boxes, which I plan to use as parts storage when I start restoration of my ’71 LT-1.
One last note. I was reading the latest Harbor Freight flyer last night and you know what? They
now have a 72” chest and box. Now I have to ask myself, should I go for bigger or leave things as
they are?

Did You Know

Due to tougher emission standards, Corvettes bound for
California were fitted with 305 cubic inch engines. In 1980
these Corvettes were the first Corvette engines to be
monitored by a computer. Since 1981, all Corvettes have been
computer equipped.
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September Meeting Minutes - Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc.
Minutes Prepared By Chapter Secretary Jim Coote
The September 2014 monthly meeting was held on the 13th and called to order at 9:00 AM by the chapter
Chairman, Kurt Geis. There were 23 in attendance including 3 visitors.
Chapter Business:
Our illustrious chairman, Kurt, opened the meeting at 9:00 AM by welcoming us all including the visitors.
Even with Kurt's excellent memory for faces and names, he apologized for not being able to recall John
Bryan's. To change the subject, Kurt asked him about his Vette. Turns out he has two, one a survivor and
one in pieces. Wish I could say that. All I can say is that I hope mine survives my taking it from a survivor to one that is all in pieces!
Kurt asked for a motion to be made to accept the August minutes that were e-mailed out without the newsletter
due to their unpreventable delay. Before Rick Smiley, the one who sits next to the illustrious chairman,
could make the motion, Tracy Crisler, another fine leader of this organization, commented that an incorrect
name was used in announcing one of the Crisler's daughters who was in attendance at last month's picnic
and business meeting. The correct name (they have three daughters, each should have their own Vette)
will appear in Rick's "Correction" corner at the end of the minutes. Rick made the motion and all approved.
Our treasurer, Dallas Keller, told us that we had $2993.81 in the bank plus our old $100 bill in savings. We've
had no expenses since the picnic; however our charity, the American Heart Association, has yet to cash our
$1080.00 donation. In other words, soon we will have less than $2000.00 in our checking account.
Because Bev Smiley, related to Rick, was in attendance, Rick was unusually quiet. Apparently Tracy had been
asked to site as many corrections to the minutes as he could find, because all of a sudden, after August
minutes were approved, he cited an error in the December (Christmas) minutes! It seems he must have introduced his daughter to me as one of the other daughters because I wouldn't have made such a mistake on
my own.
Someone (I didn't catch their name as I was still recoiling from the news about the mistake in the Christmas
letter) mentioned the recent Black Top Nationals and that Casey Coats received top in his class. We're going to get a good look at it following this meeting at our Judging Event and see if we agree. Bet that makes
him nervous. Black Top Nationals is one thing, but this is NCRS! Congratulations Casey and good luck
next month.
New Business:
Kurt mentioned that the election of officers is coming up soon and if you are willing and able to carry out the
duties if elected and promise not to withdraw your name, please notify someone on the board to get your
name on the ballot. Some have been on the board way too long and should be replaced by a more competent individual, so please examine your skills, especially your ability to take accurate notes during the business meeting and report on them. It might be a hard fought battle, but all of us on the board have confidence in you.
(Continued on page 9)
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September Meeting Minutes - Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc.
Continued
Late in October, the 23rd thru the 25th to be exact, will be the Texas Lone Star Regional in Frisco, just outside
of Dallas. Kurt's mouth is already watering for a taste of the dessert. The fact that so far they only have 40
cars registered for the event doesn't bother him as much as the thought that they might have a different dessert this year. Several of our members are going, so if you want to pool with someone, let Kurt, Rick or
Dallas know. They'll get you a ride and companionship!
Several asked during the meeting about Dale Green's brother, which Kurt had on his agenda to address towards
the close of the meeting. When that time came, Kurt read us a portion of Dale's e-mail to him which advised him that Mike Green had passed away earlier in the week and his funeral would be Saturday, the
13th. Dale had been out in California with his brother and family for a couple of weeks before Mike's
passing. Our thoughts are certainly with Dale at this time. Now you know why the newsletter has been
delayed. Dale and Kurt are the newsletter and we need them both as they work best as a team.
Kurt and Karin are planning on having this year's Christmas gathering at their home. Kurt is trying to convince Karin that they don't have to have Santa Claus make an appearance or some of the other customary
decorations at the Geis' home for this bunch of party goers. As Rick said, all we need is a Christmas tree
with a gift for everyone under it. I'd say, skip the tree, we'll have one at home! In case you don't remember, the party is normally on the same day as our December meeting, the second Saturday of the month.
There was talk of maybe changing it due to one of the Corvette clubs having their party the second Saturday of December too. Stay tuned, this could be flexible up until December.
Tracy Crisler, our Judging Chairman, took over to begin his judging school. He informed us that next month
we would have another 1959 Vette to judge at our October Judging Event.
The business meeting was over at 9:30 AM so that Tracy could begin his discussion of the 20 questions that
many had prepared answers for at home.
CORRECTIONS: In the August meeting minutes Tracy and Kim's daughter was incorrectly identified as
Amy. The correct name of the daughter that accompanied them to the picnic was Ashley. What's more
embarrassing is that is the second time, according to Tracy, that I have misnamed one of his daughters.
According to him, I said it was Amy who attended our Christmas party when it was actually Ashley, but I
can't find any trace of any such infraction. But what kind of a parent who has three beautiful daughters
names them all beginning with an "A"? That's not fair to the public.
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Date ___________

NCRS Member # _______

National Corvette Restorers Society

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS
http://www.midwayusancrs.org

Membership Application
Member ______________________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________

City: _______________________________

State ___________ Zip: __________ - ______ Email: _________________________________
Home Phone ________________ Mobile _______________
List of Corvettes:
Year

Color

Style

Additional Comments for Corvette

_____

_______________

_______

_________________________________________

_____

_______________

_______

_________________________________________

Restoration Experience (if any) _____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
The Midway USA Chapter of NCRS
promotes the enjoyment, preservation and restoration of Chevrolet Corvettes.
We meet the 2nd Saturday of each month at Davis-Moore Chevrolet 8200 West Kellogg.
The National Corvette Restorers Society Mission
Formed in 1974, the National Corvette Restorers Society is a non-profit hobby group of 15,800+ families dedicated to the restoration, preservation, history and enjoyment of Corvettes made from the model
years 1953 through 1996.
If you are looking for a 1953 - 96 Corvette: The seller is telling you "the numbers match". Do you know
what they mean? Are they truthful? Join the NCRS and learn from all of the information we have gathered
in the last 33 years to make a wise decision when you purchase your Corvette.
If you already own a 1953 - 96 Corvette: No matter what you are up to, NCRS members have been
there before. Benefit from all of the information we have gathered in the last 33 years to make better and
smarter decisions as you restore and maintain your valuable Corvette.
Membership Dues:
Midway USA Chapter of NCRS ($20.00) __ Check # ____
Cash
A NCRS Membership is Required. By Internet http://www.ncrs.org/membership/index.html
NCRS Membership is $35.00
By Phone (513) 385-8526
Mail this application and check written to Midway USA Chapter NCRS:
Kurt Geis (NCRS-KS) Membership Chair / Chairman
14123 W. Onewood Ct.
Wichita, Ks 67235
(316) 773-0774
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