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Letter From The Chairman By Kurt Geis
As in the true fashion of a
woman, Mother Nature has
been teasing us with the
threat of spring. I, for one,
am not amused. Like I, or any
of us can do anything about it.
So, in the essence of making
hay while the sun shines, let’s
make hay. Besides, the rat
lied.
For those of you present at
the judging school in March,
you found out that NCRS is in
the process of trying to standardize at least the originality
section of the judging. Although this is not new, the
judging Matrix, as was explained to those of us that attended the Judging Retreat,
and to a not so detailed degree at the judging school,
hopefully all is a bit clearer on
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the intention of judging originality. I have to again give
kudos to Roy Sinor and his
judging team leads for not only the presentation, but also
the preparation of the new
information.
After the meeting on April 13,
2013 our chapter members
will have the opportunity to
apply what they learned at
last months judging school.
We will be packing a lunch,
putting on new tires, making
sure we have a full tank of gas
and heading out to Tracy Crislers for the practical application of the matrix to his ’63
chassis and mechanical. I
hope you’re ready for us Tracy. We come with a sharp
pencil, blank judging sheets
and in some cases, blank

stares.
Many of our members are working on finishing up wintertime
projects. Casey Coates shared
the progress on his C-1 at a
tech session a couple of weeks
ago. Jim Coote is working on
his C-2 body now, having nearly
completed the frame. I’ve got
my C-3 back on the ground and
have had a chance to find out
just what flat-spotted tires feel
like. And last but not least,
Dallas Keller is seeing the light
at the end of the tunnel on his
C-3 convertible. Pictures of the
progress are scatter in this issue. The question that remains
in my head at least, is, what
am I gonna do next winter.
Now on to chapter stuff. As
(Continued on page 2)

you all know, June is rapidly approaching, and just
around the corner will be the distribution of fliers for the
2013 edition of the Midway USA Chapter of NCRS AllCorvette Car Show. We are hoping to have about 100 cars
this year, to keep with our growing participation.
As was briefly mentioned at the meeting in March, your
help is desperately needed to secure door prizes for the
show. Dallas Keller and I are taking care of the regional
O’Reilly’s Auto Parts contributions, and Knipps. However,
I’m sure you all have your favorite restaurant, hardware
store, tool store, book store, peep show that you frequent. Well, maybe not the peep show, but you get the
idea. When you are checking out it only takes a minute
to ask if they can donate an item or two, be it a gift card,
tool, free appetizer, etc. If ya get shot down, go on to
the next place and try again. Asking is a lot of fun, and
honestly you will be surprised how many people love donating to charitable events, and Corvette shows. So, with
that in mind, get out there and start begging guys and
gals.
And, as of the writing of this newsletter the final results
are not in, but hey, we all have to be proud of our
hometown Shockers. What a way to finish a year. So,
with that in mind we have a winner of a meeting coming
up in a couple of weeks. Yeah, I know, the newsletter
usually comes out a week before the meeting. But thanks
to my training schedulers they are going to try to teach
this old dog more tricks next week. See you all on the
13th.

NCRS Events Calendar
(National & Local)
NCRS web site http://www.ncrs.org
then click on the Events link.
 Apr 11->14 - NCRS S.E. Regional

@ Nat’l Corvette Museum


Apr 13 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting
& Judging School



Apr 27-28 - Vette’s & Harley’s at the Zoo
@ Hutchinson, KS Zoo



May 11 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting



Jun 8 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting



Jun 8 - Midway USA Benefit Car Show



Jun 9 - Lake Afton All Wheels Car Show
Featuring Corvette



Jul 21->25 - NCRS National Convention



Aug 10 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting
Annual Chapter Picnic (Free Food !)

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc.
Officers & Committee Chairs
Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer
Judging

Kurt Geis
(316) 773-0774
Rick Smiley
(316) 729-8388
Jim Coote
(316) 789-0005
Dallas Keller
(316) 729-4290
Tracy Crisler
(620) 752-3131
— Newsletter Editors —
Kurt Geis and Dale Green

Midway USA Chapter Merchandise
Midway USA Chapter Banner
2 x 5 is $25.00 3 x 7 is $57.40
X-Press Signs & Graphics (has moved to)
3845 W. Harry (316) 613-2360
Midway USA Name Tag
$7.00 for either the magnetic or pin type
Can be purchased at Apple Graphix
2429 W Douglas Ave (316) 942-5426
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Front and Centered - By Kurt Geis
As you all will recall, a couple of months ago we gathered at the
rather “cool” shop of Tracy Crisler to not only see which one of
those present could hold his breath the longest, as opposed to
being gassed out by kerosene fumes, but to also gather technical information on the riveting of ball joints to A-arms. Of
course, I had a motive, as the A-arms were a part of my winter
project to restore the front suspension of my ’72 coupe.
With the goal of making the car safer to drive and to improve
the judging score on the car, in late November I, with the help
and expertise of Dallas Keller set out on the project of restoring
the front end of my beloved little baby. Consumable parts were
ordered, as well as an ample supply of Evaporust in hand, the
job began. As you can see from some of the before photo’s, the
suspension was due, and I needed a lot of Evaporust.

Before

After about 2 hours of work most of the front suspension was
out. The springs were next, and with a little effort, the front
end of the car was pretty much gutted in one day. Now to the
Evaporust and the cleaning. To avoid being repetitive, let’s just say the
removal of the A-arm bushing took the longest, and was the
worst part of the entire project.

After

Before

After

Once everything was cleaned, A-arms were completely assembled and I had a few days to dedicate to the project putting it
all back together got underway. The first step of the project was
putting the recently completed A-arms back on the frame.
Next, the springs were compressed and tied to allow for “easy”
installation. The first one took about an hour and a half and a
couple of attempts. The second one went right in, with a time
lapse of only a few minute. Yep, I’d rather be lucky than good.
After the A-arms, springs and spindles were back in place the
steering linkage and components went back on with little difficulty. The power steering control valve and new lines were installed and connected. Once leak checked the steering had to
(Continued on page 4)
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Front and Centered - By Kurt Geis
be set up. As Dallas and I found out, you have to read the centering directions carefully, several times to make sure you understand them. A word of advise, get it close and let the alignment guy finish the job of setting it up.
To top off the project the assembly manual was consulted several times through-out the project to make sure everything was
as it should be. Cotter pin bends were verified, clamp positions were confirmed, and torques were set to make sure all
was correct.
Last but not least, a set of nylon bias ply tires were mounted
and balanced, using Micro non-metric weights, and the car was
taken to the alignment shop for completion. That ride was
fun. Between the lack of more than eyeball alignment, a
slightly off-center steering control valve and the flat spots on
the new tires, the seven miles to the shop almost shook my
teeth out and wore out my left arm to control the pull to the
right.
I’m ready for several more years of safe driving with little worry about a component failure. Did I tighten that nut?
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March Meeting Minutes - Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc.
Minutes Prepared By Chapter Secretary Jim Coote
The March 2013 monthly meeting was held on the 9th and called to order at 9:00 AM by the chapter Chairman, Kurt Geis. There were 20 in attendance, including Louise who was assigned to watch Kent Michael who
behaved quite differently than usual.
Chapter Business:


Kurt welcomed everyone to the meeting and somehow missed acknowledging Louise's presence in the
front row sitting next to her husband. It's amazing how behavior changes when there are three females in
the room! In case you are wondering, the behavior is better!



While Joe Elliott was reading the minutes on an old fashion type of communication, Kurt asked for a motion that they be accepted as written in the newsletter. A motion was made, seconded and voted favorably
to accept them.



Kurt then asked our treasurer, Dallas Keller, how much was in the check book. Dallas' answer was, "not
much". We can't ever remember our past treasurer, Richard York, answering an inquiry like that, except
when asked, "What did you bring us for breakfast". Finally, Dallas revealed that we had $2,666.78 in the
check book and $100 in the savings account. This included a recent check from Davis Moore of $150 for
their ad in our newsletter and the payment of $40 to register our club with the State of Kansas as a nonprofit entity.



Kurt reminded us again that the NCRS is considering having a "for sale" section on their discussion board
and will soon have the board of directors' vote on the issue. Kurt strongly encouraged us to contact our
regional representative, Joan Burnett, to convey our desire for this addition. Guess Kurt is having trouble
finding parts for his C3.



Kurt said that we are three functions away from achieving another "Top Flight" award from NCRS. One is
a judging event that was to be met at Tracy Crisler's shop judging his '63 rolling chassis after the meeting
today, but due to priorities, Tracy had to cancel. Grandson's have a priority over NCRS activities. Or at
least Grandmothers think so!



Casey Coats informed the half of the audience that did not attend the "showing" of his C2 frame at
Wilhite's last Saturday in Derby what they missed. The ten that were there saw a very complete, good
looking rolling chassis which seemed to be missing only the body which is being prepared at Premium Auto Restoration, also in Derby. Rick Smiley, never without comment, mentioned how neat it was for Casey
to let others get involved by helping and even doing the stenciling of the frame. After leaving Wilhite's,
we headed to Casey's new garage, which is more a storage facility then a shop. Except for the cardboard
under the MOPARS, there was no grease, oil or dirt to be found.

New Business:


Kurt asked those in attendance who were at the Judging Retreat in Dallas last month if they wanted to talk
about their experience, and without pause, proceeded to tell us all about it! A departure from his past experiences in Dallas, there was no mention of the menus. Jo Houlihan, who has attended many judging
events, including national ones, said this retreat was "really cool", informative and with good explanations.
Dave Houlihan appreciated the experience of judging the cars using the new NCRS "Standard Deduction
Guidelines". These new, as of February 2013, green guides replace the yellow ones that were handed out
in the past. Tracy, our Judging Chairman, despite having to get ready for a grandson's birthday, made up an
Midway USA Tune Up

Page 5

March Meeting Minutes - Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc.
Minutes Prepared By Chapter Secretary Jim Coote
example sheet that would be used to judge the first 5 items of mechanical on a mid-year car using CDCIF.
We'll use it to judge his '63 chassis next month. A brief discussion on CDCIF followed.


A reminder was given that the CKCA (Central Kansas Corvette Association) of Hutchinson is sponsoring a
"Vettes & Harleys" show April 27 & 28 at and for the Hutchinson Zoo. The Smileys, members of that
club, would like our help in making it a success. Contact them with questions.



Bev Smiley was asked how she was doing on getting us prices on shirts for the club. She said something
like, "go get your own shirt"! She further explained the complications of getting prices on an unknown
quantity on an unknown variety. Apparently she has had requests for several different varieties, making
the search more difficult. Her comment is more understandable if you consider living with Rick for even a
couple of years. She readily composed herself and the discussion led to suggesting that we all hire Kerri
Keller who is about to purchase a fancy 10-spool Brothers sewing machine to be able to do all kinds of embroidery. We believe it was Dallas' idea 'cause he needs more club logos on his jacket. However, he said
something to the extent that our logo won't be free, not even for him. Kent, in his wisdom, said that we
will need to get Kerri a license agreement.



Dale Green, our photographer/videographer-at-large, showed us a video that he made from material he
gathered at Roy Ester's last month while Roy had the peasants tear down his C2 frame. Most of the pictures/video showed Roy standing around with his hands in his pockets or pointing. It must have reminded
him of his days at Boeing when he was a big shot. Dale had injected a lot of music in the presentation,
probably to cover up all the comments. Bev's presence didn't seem to make a difference on what was said
at this event. The only one you could half hear was something about someone's wrench being bigger than
someone else's! The video was excellent and showed that almost everyone got their hands dirty.



There was a brief discussion about an ex-member, so it would behoove you to never quit this club! In addition, you might think twice about skipping a meeting too. Your reputation might be at stake.

At about 10 AM, it was moved that the meeting be adjourned which was followed by a second and all voted in
agreement. We then adjourned to the class room for an in-depth session on the new method of judging, conducted primarily by Kurt and Dallas.

Midway USA Tune Up

Page 6

Pictures from Jim’s project - By Dale Green

Road Trip Opportunity
Verle Randolph of the Oklahoma Chapter of NCRS has invited our chapter members interested in joining
the Red River Chapter of the Solid Axle Corvette Club in a weekend road tour of S.E. Oklahoma in early
May. Those interested may contact Verle at (918) 520-7862 or verlegr@att.net.

Did You Know

The famous split rear window of the 1963 Corvette almost never came to
be. It seems that Bill Mitchel and Zora Arkus-Duntov argued over the
design. Bill won out for the 1963 model but is was removed from 1964,
never to be seen again.

2013
CHAPTER EVENT SCHEDULE
The following is a list of the events planned for the chapter for the remainder of this year:
April 13, 2013
May 11, 2013
June 8, 2012
June 9, 2013
July 13, 2013
August 10, 2013
September 14, 2013
October 12, 2013
November 9, 2013
December 14, 2013

Judging school, early C2 chassis components at Tracy Crislers
Judging school, topic to be determined
Midway USA Chapter benefit car show
Lake Afton All Wheels Car Show featuring Corvette
Regular meeting, no special events scheduled
Chapter picnic, site to be announced
Chapter judging meet
Judging School (topic to be determined)
Open
Chapter Christmas party (site to be announced)
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Midway USA Membership Date ___________ NCRS Member # _______

National Corvette Restorers Society

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS
http://www.ncrs.org/midwayusa/

Membership Application
Member ______________________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________

City: _______________________________

State ___________ Zip: __________ - ______ Email: _________________________________
Home Phone ________________ Mobile _______________
List of Corvettes:
Year

Color

Style

Additional Comments for Corvette

_____

_______________

_______

_________________________________________

_____

_______________

_______

_________________________________________

Restoration Experience (if any) _____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
The Midway USA Chapter of NCRS
promotes the enjoyment, preservation and restoration of Chevrolet Corvettes.
We meet the 2nd Saturday of each month at Davis-Moore Chevrolet 8200 West Kellogg.
The National Corvette Restorers Society Mission
Formed in 1974, the National Corvette Restorers Society is a non-profit hobby group of 15,800+ families dedicated to the restoration, preservation, history and enjoyment of Corvettes made from the model
years 1953 through 1996.
If you are looking for a 1953 - 96 Corvette: The seller is telling you "the numbers match". Do you know
what they mean? Are they truthful? Join the NCRS and learn from all of the information we have gathered
in the last 33 years to make a wise decision when you purchase your Corvette.
If you already own a 1953 - 96 Corvette: No matter what you are up to, NCRS members have been
there before. Benefit from all of the information we have gathered in the last 33 years to make better and
smarter decisions as you restore and maintain your valuable Corvette.
Membership Dues:
Midway USA Chapter of NCRS ($20.00) __ Check # ____
Cash
A NCRS Membership is Required. By Internet http://www.ncrs.org/membership/index.html
NCRS Membership is $35.00
By Phone (513) 385-8526
Mail this application and check written to Midway USA Chapter NCRS:
Kurt Geis (NCRS-KS) Membership Chair / Chairman
14123 W. Onewood Ct.
Wichita, Ks 67235
(316) 773-0774
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