
Letter From The Chairman  By Kurt Geis 

Inside This Issue: Page 

Letter from Chairman 1 

Calendar & Officers 2 

Mighty Ho Ho HoWhat? 3 

Meeting Minutes 5 

Meeting Minutes 6 

Membership Application 8 

CHRISTMAS SMILES & CHEER 

that being an organizational 

meeting.  It came about as a 

result of a lot of hard work.  

Many tacos were consumed at 

the Taco Shop on Friday nights, 

many phone calls were made, 

and a couple of conversations 

were started at the first Barrett

-Jackson auction in Vegas.  It 

was tough duty, but somebody 

had to do it. 

That first meeting was great.  

We had a lot of enthusiastic 

Corvette owners there, willing 

to plunk down $20 and get us 

rolling.  We‟ve lost some of the 

original members since that 

first meeting, but without their 

help we might just be a bunch 

of Corvette guys trying to stay 

enthused.  Then, a little over a 

year later at the NCRS Board 

meeting we got the thumbs up, 

and became a full fledged, card 

carrying, official chapter of the 

NCRS.  Not saying there weren‟t 

some bumps, including a name 

change, but I guess they were 

just speed bumps.  Besides, Mid-

way USA is a lot more catchy 

than Kansas. 

Since that time our little group 

of Corvette lunatics, I mean 

“lovers” has done some great 

things.  We jumped in and had 

our first judging school, followed 

by a judging meet, and so on.  A 

couple of years ago while on the 

way to do some “pickin” Dallas 

Keller came up with the idea of 

an all Corvette Car Show as a 

fund raiser for a local charity.  In 

2013 we will hold our 3rd annual 

benefit car show, with a goal of 

100 cars this year.  Thanks Dallas 

for a great idea, with additional 

(Continued on page 2) 

Wow guys and gals.  Another 

year has gone into the record 

books.  And the good news is 

that the Mayans just ran out of 

rock, or as one cartoon I saw 

put it, the Tequila was ready.  

Whatever the case, I wish a 

Happy New Year to all that read 

this little blurb. 

As you have come to expect, 

this is the issue of the Kansas 

Tune-Up where I get all senti-

mental and look back at where 

we, as a chapter, have been.  

And then, when you thought 

you had read enough of my 

rambling, I take a look ahead at 

the future of our little chapter.  

So, without further ado, here 

goes. 

It seems hard to believe that 

just 5 years ago this month our 

chapter had it‟s first meeting, 
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NCRS Events Calendar 
 (National & Local) 

NCRS web site http://www.ncrs.org           
then click on the Events link. 

 Jan 12 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting  

   Tech seminar @ Tracy’s 

 Jan 18 -> 20 - 56th Starbird - Devlin Car Show  

   @ Wichita, KS, Century II 

 Jan 23 -> 26 - NCRS Winter Regional  

   @ Kissimmee, FL 

 Feb 9 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting  

 Feb 21 -> 24 - NCRS National Judging Retreat 

   @ Grapevine, TX 

 Mar 9 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting  

 Apr 11->14 - S.E. Reg. @ Nat’l Corvette Museum 

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc. 

Officers & Committee Chairs 

Chairman  Kurt Geis   (316) 773-0774 

Vice-Chairman Rick Smiley   (316) 729-8388 

Secretary  Jim Coote   (316) 789-0005 

Treasurer  Dallas Keller   (316) 729-4290 

Technical   Phil Lorenz  (316) 729-8987 

Judging   Tracy Crisler  (620) 752-3131 

Activities   Dale Green   (316) 636-2410 

Midway USA Chapter Merchandise 
Midway USA Chapter Banner 

2 x 5 is $25.00     3 x 7 is $57.40 

X-Press Signs & Graphics (has moved to) 

3845 W. Harry  (316) 613-2360 

Midway USA Name Tag 

$7.00 for either the magnetic or pin type 

Can be purchased at Apple Graphix 

2429 W Douglas Ave  (316) 942-5426 

thanks going to our host and chapter sponsor, Davis-Moore 

Chevrolet.  Oh, and did I mention we have made chapter 

Top Flight awards now three years in a row. 

Now, let‟s look ahead to the coming year.  Leading our 

group for the next year will be, as Chairman, yet again, me; 

as Vice-chairman, Rick Smiley; as our new treasurer, Dallas 

Keller, and as our ever-talented scribe, Mr. Character him-

self, Jim Coote.  What a great group I get to work with, and 

I mean that from the bottom of my something.  

To start off the year right, after the chapter meeting on 

January 12 we will be caravanning to Tracy Crisler‟s garage 

for a demonstration on the proper riveted installation of up-

per and lower ball joints in C-2/3 A-arms.  I hope he knows 

what he‟s doing cuz he‟s doing this demo on my control 

arms and ball joints.  Then in February we will adjourn to 

Mr. „57‟s garage for a demonstration/tech seminar/slave 

labor on the strip-down of a ‟57 chassis. 

To further plan for 2013, on January 10th the chapter offic-

ers will have a little meeting to discuss our chapter plans for 

the year.  We will be discussing when and where to have 

judging schools, tech seminars, picnics, parties, etc.  I think 

you all will be pleased with the plans that will be made 

there.  Those plans will be disclosed at the January meeting 

and in the next newsletter.  We should have yet another 

good time in 2013. 

I could go on and on, as you all well know, but let me just 

say that if you didn‟t renew you membership already you 

have until the January meeting to get that done.  After that, 

yeah, we‟ll still take your money, but ya might miss an issue 

of this great publication. 

One last item of interest to all.  Unless you have been 

asleep for a long time, you know that January 13 is the day 

that Chevrolet will pull the covers off the new C-7 Corvette.  

Make sure you visit you favorite discussion board that even-

ing to see what all the secrecy has been hiding.   

See you all in the new year.  And, by the way, I promise this 

is the last year I‟ll reminisce of things old. 

http://www.ncrs.org/
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Published by: 
Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc. 
14123 W. Onewood Ct. 
Wichita,  KS  67235 
email: midwayusa@ncrs.org 
http://www.ncrs.org/midwayusa/ 

Proudly sponsors 
Midway USA Chapter 

of NCRS 

Davis-Moore 
Chevrolet 

8200 W. Kellogg 
Wichita, KS 

(316) 749-4000 

NCRS currently judges 1953 
through 1996 model Corvettes 

With a mighty HO, HO, HOwhat? - By Kurt Geis 

Kinda a catchy title don‟t ya think.  If you weren‟t at the 
chapter Christmas party, you probably wouldn‟t understand.  
Even if you where there, you still might not until I let you in 
on the meaning of “HOwhat?” 
 
On December 8th many of the chapter members, after a day 
of meetings, watching their wives prepare chili and soup and 
GGO (general goofing off) gathered at the home of our chap-
ter Chairman for the annual chapter chili (and soup) cook-
off.  With spoons, bowls, napkins and $5 bills in hand we 
gathered around to enjoy the fruits of our (their) labors.  Not 
just for social purposes, but also to add to the coffers of the 
American Heart Association, for which we raised about $125. 

 
As usual, my wife, Karin, went about preparing the house 
and the treats in her usual 150% or not at all way.  The down 
side to that is that she was not able to join us for the festivi-
ties, other than a cameo appearance.  Ask her what it feels 
like to have the flame from a candlewick burnt from both 
ends meet.  Thanks, dear for the great job. 
 
All in all, we had a great time eating, drinking and socializ-
ing.  We had our long distance members, Bob and Sherri 
Demmel at the party this year.  Sure hope we didn‟t scare 
them of.  But, at least we got Bob‟s twenty bucks again.  As 
you might expect Joe Elliott made it to the party with chili in 
hand.  He was 
rather clever 

this year in disguising his source this year.  He brought it in a 
crock pot. 
 
The chili cook-off ended in the awarding of the most surpris-
ing first place honors.  With about 10 different chilies and 
soups to choose from, the judging was as usual, not easy.  
Add to that the other edibles, and I don‟t think anyone could 
have said they went away hungry.  Scattered around this ar-
ticle are incriminating photos of the party so you can remi-
nisce. 
 

(Continued on page 4) 

http://www.ncrs.org/midwayusa/
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To be honest, I don‟t remember the winners of the 
second place honors in the cook-off, as it was a three 
way tie.  I can promise you those winners probably 
don‟t remember it either.  First place honors went to 
a very delicious, somewhat spicy chili.  It had just the 
right amount of beans, beef and that extra little add-
ed touch that made it not only a crowd pleaser here, 
but at other venues as well.  Um, um good. 
 
At the end of the night, we found out that the chili 
was a ringer, having been prepared by a previous “best 
chili” cook-off winner.  Everyone left in good spirits 
for a safe drive home. 

 

Oh, did I mention the first place chili honors went to 
Joe Elliott.  He brought it, but he didn‟t make it.  We 
came to find out that a gal that Joe sings in a church 
choir, who has won several chili cook-offs in the past, 
made it for him.  Wait a minute!!!! Joe sings??????  An-
yway, congrats to Joe‟s mystery cook on yet another 
victory, and to Joe for being clever enough to bring it.  
Knew he had something up his sleeve. 
 
Who knows, if he can sing, maybe next year he‟ll sur-
prise us an show us he can cook, too. 

On 1966 and „67 Corvettes with a 427 cu. in. engine, air conditioning and 
automatic transmission, the front license plate was located off center.  This 

allowed for airflow over the transmission cooler and condenser coil. 

Did You Know 
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The December 2012 monthly meeting was held on the 8th and called to order at 9:03, 9:06 and again at 9:07 

AM (it's a tough bunch) by the chapter Chairman, Kurt Geis.  There were 16 members in attendance. 

Chapter Business: 

 Kurt opened the meeting by welcoming one of our seldom seen members, Stan Schield, who is from Mon-

tezuma, way out there in the western part of our state.  Apparently he had a limited number of options this 

Saturday so we beat out the others.  Can you imagine what his options were?  But we were glad that we 

were at least on his list and enjoyed seeing him again. 

 Some members were reeling after the November election and thought they detected a "liberal" tone to last 

month's newsletter.  That's hardly likely 'cause this is a non- partisan organization and the secretary only 

reports what he hears in a "fair and balanced" manner.  Despite the imagined tone of the November 

minutes, a motion was made to accept them as written in the December Newsletter and all approved.  A 

comment or two was made about the typos in the Newsletter, but the committee of two that publish it 

claimed the cause to be inferior beer.  Since their jobs are non-paying ones, they will have to continue pur-

chasing the same brands as usual.  The typos will continue.  Besides, it is a method to measure how many 

members read the rag. 

 Richard York, Treasurer and occasional breakfast chef, reported a bank balance of $2401.01.  The balance 

was before everybody overwhelmed him with monies for calendars, dues and for the donations for this 

evening's Christmas party.  Since he's retiring as Treasurer, I suspect that we should have had an immedi-

ate audit considering how much money was lying in front of him.  He's got an honest face though so de-

spite his failure as our chef, I think he can be trusted.  Discussion ensued about our $100 in savings and 

why not take it out or put more in.  We need to keep some in to receive our free checking from Meritrust.  

Dale Green made a motion to put up to 50% of our funds into savings if the Treasurer thought advisable.  

Kent Michael seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous. 

 Kurt said that he had heard favorable comments on last month's judging school which was put on by Dallas 

Keller and Kurt on their C-3's.  He indicated that it was difficult to limit the amount of changes from 1968 

to 1972 to point out in the judging school.  Our chapter "Black Hat Judge", Dave Houlihan, was heard to 

say at the beginning of the school that he noticed one major difference right off. "One had a soft top while 

the other was a hard top."  We hope Dave stuck around to learn more so that the National Organization 

doesn't take his black hat back.  They might replace it with a Chief's cap! 

 Dallas showed several editions of the '68-69 Corvette Technical Information Manual & Judging Guide to 

illustrate how much effort has been put in over several years to make the Guide more complete and infor-

mational.  The 4th edition which just came out has over 300 pages and 200 photos and illustrations plus a 

nearly complete set of Chevrolet's Technical Service Bulletins.  Dallas had a tight grip on his copy, but 

he'd probably let you look at it sometime. 

New Business: 

 Kurt brought up a discussion on the election of officers by announcing that Richard is resigning his Treas-

urer's job which he has handled professionally since April 2009, almost from the beginning of the chapter.  

He claims that his new job is going to require extensive travel which probably means missing some meet-

ings, but we wonder if the pressure to furnish breakfast only one Saturday a month was too much.  Hope he 

doesn't give up on us as we haven't given up on him.  His humor is a welcome change in our meetings, and 

December Meeting Minutes  -  Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc. 
Minutes Prepared By Chapter Secretary Jim Coote 
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goodness knows, we need that!  Dallas Keller has agreed to accept the position of Treasurer. 

 Kent made a motion, amongst a modest amount of turmoil, to keep the remaining officers for 2013 and 

elect Dallas as the new Treasurer.  The motion was seconded and a vote was put to the membership in at-

tendance.  The vote was unanimous that Dallas would join the present board and so the board will consist 

of the following for next year: 

   Kurt Geis  Chairman    Rick Smiley  Vice-Chairman 

   Dallas Keller Treasurer    Jim Coote   Secretary 

 The NCRS organization is holding a judging retreat February 21-24 in Grapevine, Texas, just outside Dal-

las. If you have registered, as 5 or 6 of our members have, you're in.  It's too late to make up your mind 

now; they have made it up for you by cutting off any more registrations.  For those of you who have regis-

tered and have questions, send an e-mail to Roy Sinor at:  rsinor@sbcglobal.net 

 Kurt mentioned that John Waggoner, the Website Administrator for NCRS, is soliciting names for the me-

morial wall.  Despite Phil Lorenz nominating Roy Ester for the honor, Roy declined despite his advanced 

age.  Age might not be the only criteria, so expect an e-mail soon giving more particulars. 

 Kurt discussed details surrounding tonight's Christmas Party, including interrogating Joe Elliot as to where 

he was going to purchase his chili donation.  Unlike Joe, he was pretty silent as to his plans, but he did 

have his usual smirk on his face as though he might be up to no good!  We'll see tonight.  Joe did ask how 

to get to the Geis' tonight, but by the time Kurt got through with him, the rest of us decided to use our GPS 

because we were not sure if we would be coming in from the North or the South!  As in the past, the pro-

ceeds from tonight's event will go to the American Heart Association. 

 Next month, Tracy Crisler, our Judging Chairman, and Kurt will conduct a Technical Session in Tracy's 

shop in Towanda.  They will be installing ball joints in A-Arms using rivets as original.  This is pretty 

timely because I understand Kurt's '72 is without ball joints.  I wonder whose A-Arms they will use!  After 

our usual meeting at Davis Moore, we will caravan to Tracy's so Joe won't get lost.  

 Kurt and the board are still waiting to hear from everyone as to what they want to see the club do next year.  

It would be helpful in the planning of activities for 2013 if we knew what was liked and what was not.  

What do we need to repeat and what should we stay away from?   We will need to be doing at least one 

judging meet, some judging schools and technical sessions if we are to achieve Top Flight Status again.  

The June "All Corvette Show" is on our agenda too. 

 February's schedule includes a Technical Session at Roy's on tearing down a chassis, probably a '57.  I sus-

pect that he is getting tired of doing these and wants our help and expertise.  The Tech Session will again 

follow our normal meeting time and schedule. 

 Kurt mentioned that since the yearly Christmas party and the annual picnics have been hosted by the same 

couples every year, perhaps it's time for the rest of the membership to be thinking about volunteering for 

the next social event.  Dale Green, past host of the picnics, is our activity chairman and would be interested 

in talking to anybody who would consider doing either of these activities. 

 Kent brought in several calendars that he made up with pictures furnished by the group and those that he 

took to comprise the "NCRS Midway USA Chapter Calendar."   He sold all at a bargain price of $10 each 

October Meeting Minutes  -  Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc. 
Minutes Prepared By Chapter Secretary Jim Coote 
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and they went fast.  If you didn't get one, contact him to see what the next batch will cost.  Kent went 

through each picture to let us know whose car it was.  He doesn't lack for creativity, just pictures, as one 

was taken back in 1966!  Rick Smiley, the guy with the elephant memory, identified the driver as one of 

his competitors, a Mr. Kent Michael, age 18!  By the looks of the car, it lost a couple of races, or Kent 

needs to work on his paint jobs. 

 January 18-20 is the Starbird-Devlin Rod & Custom Car Show.  Rick suggested that we think about pro-

moting our club at the show by putting several cars in the show.  Contact Rick if interested in working on 

such a project.  That'll teach him to be so creative. 

 February 1st and 2nd is the annual Sunflower swap meet at the Kansas Pavilions.  Dallas has a booth there 

again.  If you have something you'd like to sell there, he may be able to help you, especially if you want to 

donate the proceeds to the club!  (He's the new Treasurer you know.) 

 April 27th is when CKCA of Hutchinson is holding their Corvette Show at their zoo. 

Once again, Kent realized that this meeting had gone on long enough, as you can tell by the length of these 

minutes, so moved that we adjourned.  We all agreed and moved. 

October Meeting Minutes  -  Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc. 
Minutes Prepared By Chapter Secretary Jim Coote 
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Member  ______________________________________________________________________ 

Address  _________________________________  City: _______________________________ 

State  ___________  Zip: __________ - ______  Email: _________________________________ 

Home Phone ________________  Mobile _______________  

List of Corvettes: 

 Year  Color  Style  Additional Comments for Corvette 

 _____   _______________   _______   _________________________________________ 

 _____   _______________   _______   _________________________________________ 

Restoration Experience (if any) _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Midway USA Membership Date ___________ NCRS Member #  _______ 

National Corvette Restorers Society 

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS 
http://www.ncrs.org/midwayusa/ 

Membership Application 

Membership Dues: 

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS ($20.00) __ Check # ____  Cash  

A NCRS Membership is Required. By Internet http://www.ncrs.org/membership/index.html 

    NCRS Membership is $35.00  By Phone (513) 385-8526 

 

Mail this application and check written to Midway USA Chapter NCRS: 

Kurt Geis  (NCRS-KS) Membership Chair / Chairman 

14123 W. Onewood Ct.  

Wichita, Ks 67235  

(316) 773-0774 

The Midway USA Chapter of NCRS 
promotes the enjoyment, preservation and restoration of Chevrolet Corvettes.  

We meet the 2
nd

 Saturday of each month at Davis-Moore Chevrolet 8200 West Kellogg. 

The National Corvette Restorers Society Mission 

     Formed in 1974, the National Corvette Restorers Society is a non-profit hobby group of 15,800+ fami-

lies dedicated to the restoration, preservation, history and enjoyment of Corvettes made from the model 

years 1953 through 1996. 

     If you are looking for a 1953 - 96 Corvette: The seller is telling you "the numbers match". Do you know 

what they mean? Are they truthful? Join the NCRS and learn from all of the information we have gathered 

in the last 33 years to make a wise decision when you purchase your Corvette. 

     If you already own a 1953 - 96 Corvette: No matter what you are up to, NCRS members have been 

there before. Benefit from all of the information we have gathered in the last 33 years to make better and 

smarter decisions as you restore and maintain your valuable Corvette. 

http://www.ncrs.org/midwayusa
http://www.ncrs.org/membership/index.html

