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Letter From The Chairman By Kurt Geis
As I sit here in my office
chair, I can’t help but think
how busy this last summer
was. Not just for me, but for
our chapter. And to think,
tomorrow is Halloween and
parts of Kansas have already
had snow. What a nasty four
letter word. Sorry guys.
Guess that means it’s time to
start working on those winter
projects.
With a report from the Lone
Star Regional held in Frisco,
TX, I don’t think I can say
much more that I’ve said before. The Texas chapter sure
knows how to put on a show.
This year there was a total of
72 cars at the event. What
was surprising was the number of display only cars, with
18 cars displayed for Sportsman, Duntov, McLellan and
Midway USA Tune Up

American Heritage categories. 13 cars were registered
for PV (3 cancelled), of
which 5 passed. The remaining 43 were flight judged.
Included in the numbers
above were two cars from
our chapter. Dallas finally
completed his ’70 convertible (mostly) and it made Top
Flight. I had my ’72 there
for PV, and it passed on the
first try. Dallas and Kerri
can tell you their story about
the hurdles they had to deal
with in the final weeks of
their restoration and how
they dealt with them. I’ve
addressed my issues with an
article that follows in this
issue. Also, through-out this
issue are photos from the regional taken by several of us
there.

Oh, I almost forgot one very
important item. One more of
our members reached a major
accomplishment in his life of
NCRS judging. Dallas Keller
received his BLACK HAT, having completed the required
100 judging points at the Lone
Star Regional.
Now, on to more pressing
business. November is the
month set aside to nominate
members they would like to
see serve as officers for our
chapter. As you all know, last
year we voted to revise the
chapter by-laws to eliminate
term limits for the officers.
However, with that said, if
you would like to serve the
chapter and be a part of
steering the future of the
(Continued on page 2)

chapter, be prepared to toss you name into the hat to
serve in a officer position. So, if you don’t like what
happens and you don’t throw your name in to help,
well, you know the drill.
Also in November we will begin taking chapter dues for
the 2014 calendar year. Dallas has a couple of special
requests. If you prefer to pay at the meeting, and pay
in cash please bring the $20 bill in an envelope with
your name on it so he can keep track of who has and
hasn’t paid. Of course, checks are always welcomed,
and should have your name of them also.
Coming in December is our chapter Christmas Party,
this year being held at the home of our chapter scribe,
Jim Coote and his lovely and brave wife Dee. I’ll let
you fill in the reason she’s brave. Jim or Dee have not
indicated a theme for the outing, but I can say with
confidence it won’t be a chili cook-off. It will, however, be a charity event, so come prepared to part with
some cash for the Heart Association.
Well, that’s about all for now. I’ll miss the meeting in
November due to my son thinking he has to tie the knot
with a great gal the following week-end. Not sure she
knows what she’s getting into, but she’ll learn. I’ve
asked Rick to fill in for me, so the meeting should be
short. See you all at our December meeting. Until
then, enjoy and take care of yourselves and you Vettes.

NCRS Events Calendar
(National & Local)
NCRS web site http://www.ncrs.org
then click on the Events link.
 Nov 9 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting


Nov 9 - Midway USA Chapter Officer Nominations



Dec 14 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting
& Officer Elections



Dec 14 - Midway USA Chapter Christmas Party
@ (Site to be advised)



Jan 11 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting



Jan 17 -> 19 - Starbird - Devlin Rod & Custom
Charities Car Show



Jan 23 -> 26 - Winter Regional @ Kissimmee, FL



Feb 7 -> 8 - Sunflower Swap Meet
@ KS Coliseum Pavilions



Feb 8 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting



May 15 -> 17 - North Central Regional
@ Rochester, MN

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc.
Officers & Committee Chairs
Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer
Judging

Kurt Geis
(316) 773-0774
Rick Smiley
(316) 729-8388
Jim Coote
(316) 789-0005
Dallas Keller
(316) 729-4290
Tracy Crisler
(620) 752-3131
— Newsletter Editors —
Kurt Geis and Dale Green

Midway USA Chapter Merchandise
Midway USA Chapter Banner
2 x 5 is $25.00 3 x 7 is $57.40
X-Press Signs & Graphics (has moved to)
3845 W. Harry (316) 613-2360
Midway USA Name Tag
$7.00 for either the magnetic or pin type
Can be purchased at Apple Graphix
2429 W Douglas Ave (316) 942-5426
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The Road to PV (Performance Verification) - By Kurt Geis
PV, or performance verification is, at least in my experience, the most nerve racking, anxious and demanding portion of the NCRS judging process. What makes it that way?
Well, first of all, unlike flight judging, there are not point
deductions or standard deductions. It is simply a pass/fail
test of the car. Second, it contains a driving element, making it necessary to have everything working. In the next
few chapters, I’ll relate my story, and probably everyone
else’s who has done a PV.
Preparation for the
PV starts a long time before you make the decision to actually do it. For me it started when I got my first flight
judging on my ’72 coupe. It was a kind of variant of the
“well, since I’m this far” theory. In preparing the car for
improved flight judging scores and doing some much
needed restoration, I had that “while I’m this far” AH-HA
moment. Did you ever start something you wish you
could undo?
Having already done most of the work necessary to improve my flight judging scores I expelled a large volume
of cranial methane and began thinking about the “While I’m this far” scenario. I began to focus
on the operational part of the process. Knowing that the car was, although old but still operational I had just a few steps to go thru. My first was to
make sure I had the most current PV and operations
manual. Check. Then I printed six copies of the PV
judging sheets off the NCRS website. Why so many?
Cuz I needed to first check and see what components
would fail, and then I wanted to have copies available
to run further dry runs.
Next, I made sure all the components on the car complied with the requirements. Yep, there are some requirements. The biggest of these is that the car had to
be presented and tested with tires of the original type
(Continued on page 4)
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Photos from the 2013 Lone Star Regional - Photos by Kerri Keller and Karin Geis
and size. So, off to Kelsey I went, plunked down the
cash and put on the nylon-bias ply, flat spotting original tires. Why Kelsey? Because the Goodyear tires
they sell are actually made by Goodyear in the original molds and are the only tires with the correct tread
pattern. That’s a BIG plus for the future flight judging, too.
There is one interesting part of the PV that differs
from flight judging. With flight judging there is no
drivability, just operations, originality and condition.
With the PV there is no deduction for originality, so there is no need to make sure you have the
original T3 headlights installed, as an example.
But, along with the headlights, everything has to work, including the windshield washer pump.
Oh, no! Everyone that has ever had anything to do with a C-3 knows that the worst part about
the car is that every loving, always a pain in the butt windshield washer pump. Most will agree,
in theory it is a simple system, but in practicality, the guy that designed it had to have been the
most, well, lets just say he wasn’t worried about it working well.
I’ve driven about 100 miles on a 10 mile course, had
the car on and off the lift a half dozen time and retightened every nut and bolt on the car, at least
twice. I’ve run the engine up to 90% of red line umpteen times. After three months of fighting, repairing,
replacing and adjusting my pump and running dry-run
PV tests, I finally had a car that, I think, would pass
the PV. I’ve used all but one of the judging sheets I
printed off and haven’t had to circle the word “fail”
on the last two. So, off to Frisco, TX I went for the
Lone Star Regional hosted by the Texas chapter of
NCRS.
The drive to Texas started very early in the morning.
The closer to Frisco I got, the more unsettled, or
maybe I should say anxious I got. We arrived at the
judging meet at about 11:15 Thursday morning. The
plan, run in and register, get back out and check
some stuff, making sure to NOT start the car.
With the last minute checks complete by noon it was
time to relax and wait for my 1:00 PV appointment.
Relax? Yea, right. Nerve racking? That is an understatement. Is the car ready? Well, that all depends
on whether the washer system blesses me and works
(Continued on page 5)
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on the test and the flat spots on the tires don’t
cause something on the car to start rattling,
squeaking or fall off. But, by now it’s too late to
do anything about it now.
To make the story a few pages shorter, let me
just say that the PV started at about 1:15, after
almost an hour of checks of everything from light
bulbs to window crank operations, at about 2:30
it was time to hit the road.
The PV course wound up being, including the ride to and from the parking lot, just short of 12
miles. All of the driving was done thru Frisco area traffic. After what seemed to be the longest
12 miles I’d ever driven we arrived back at the parking lot. Whoops, we forgot to check the parking brake. So off we go to an incline, and, just like everything else (including the washer pump)
it worked just like it was supposed to. We pulled back to the parking spot, I shut my baby down
and watched as Stan (the national ’70-’72 team lead) finished the paper work. He turned, smiled
and said congratulations. Finally, I could breathe. I got my yellow ribbon on the first try!!!!!
So, why would anyone put themselves and their car thru the test? Well, one reason is it is required if you want to obtain a Mark of Excellence award like the Duntov or Hill awards. Also, it
does give you a sense of accomplishment and satisfactions knowing that your baby is working just
like Chevy designed it to, or maybe even better.
This article is a very light touch at the surface of the preparations made and necessary to successfully complete performance verification on any Corvette. Like I mentioned earlier, I have been
working on my car for several months. How many times have I asked myself, what the heck was I
thinking? I can’t count that high. Did I think about throwing in the towel? Duh! Almost every
time, primarily because of the windshield washer pump problems.
The time spent, money spent and level of anxiety will vary depending on the condition of the car
at the beginning of the process and the desire of the car owner to pass the test on the first try.
There was an interesting statistic mentioned by National judging chairman Dave Brigham at the
awards banquet in Frisco. Of the cars presented for PV at any event less than half are successful.
This was proven again in Texas, as only 5 of the 13 cars presented passed the test. To be fair, only 10 of the cars at Frisco actually ran the test, as 3 cars were pulled before they even got to the
test start phase. And, my bragging rights are, as I understand it, my car was the only one presented to pass the test on the first attempt. It left me with a pretty good feeling all in all. Was
it worth it? Well, ask me in late July after the National Convention.
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October Meeting Minutes - Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc.
Minutes Prepared By Chapter Secretary Jim Coote
The October 2013 monthly meeting was held on the 12th and called to order at 9:05 AM by the chapter Chairman, Kurt Geis. There were 16 in attendance at 9:05 and 17 sometime later; no names mentioned!
Chapter Business:


Kurt opened the meeting as usual by welcoming those in attendance, the 16 who had arrived by 9:05, and
then slid into a discussion about approving September’s minutes after criticizing the secretary’s dyslexia in
his use of NCRA instead of NCRS. Besides, are there not TWO proof readers that put the newsletter together? If they’re so good, why did they not catch this gross error and correct it before printing? Apparently the attendees agreed with my silent protest and approved the minutes AS WRITTEN! So there!



The treasurer, Dallas Keller, was asked about our financial standing. He replied that prior to Tracy Crisler,
our Judging Chairman, handing him an invoice for $102.21, we had $2891.34 in the bank. Actually, we
still had $2891.34 in the bank ‘cause Dallas hasn’t paid him yet! Membership fees of $20 each will be due
soon so our financial status should improve some.



Phil Lorenz, the “Quiet One”, inquired whether we could afford a 48 cent stamp each month to send Joe
Elliott a copy of the newsletter to help expedite the approval of the preceding month’s minutes. All were
in favor, but the fear of catering to those who wish to remain in the 19th century might lead to updating his
rotary phone too!



Special recognition was given to Richard York, our former treasurer, for attending today. We all welcomed him back despite the lack of a breakfast snack. He could have gotten a standing ovation had he
come in the room with his arms full!



Kurt led a discussion on last month’s judging event, including some do’s and don’ts. I’m sure that both
will be repeated prior to our next judging event as some involved our disruption to the Davis Moore sales
staff in their business discussions.

New Business:


Kurt announced that the annual Christmas gathering would be held at the Coote’s home in Derby this year.
The menu would be announced at the November meeting when it is determined what dish Mr. Elliott cannot purchase or corral someone else to make for him. On second thought maybe we should just leave well
enough alone!



The Lone Star Regional in Frisco, Texas is next week and Dallas and Kerri will be taking their newly finished ’70 down to join 6 others for judging. Many of us have seen their car and are sure it will come out
on top. Also, Kurt will be taking his ’72 for Performance Verification test. At any rate, we wish you success, Dallas and Kurt.



Kurt reminded us, as though we needed reminding, that next year’s National will be held in Kansas City.
It will be in July and registration starts January 5th, 2014.



John Jones contacted Kurt this past week about volunteering to run our website. Dale Green, who has tried
to work in the time to run ours within the NCRS website, expressed his delight in handing over the task to
John. John discussed some of the issues with the group with input from Dale, Kent Michael and Kurt
while most of us just listened. Ed Arnold made a motion that John should pursue the project and report
back. Dale with a grin, seconded the motion. Last I looked, Dale was still smiling.



Dallas asked for some more eyes to look over his car before he took it to Dallas (Texas, that is) for judging.
Since he had Kerri helping him, I can’t imagine that they missed anything, but he wanted to make sure.
Rick Smiley is going so I’m pretty sure he’ll find something. He’s good at picking apart people, places
and things!



Rick made a point on the terrific job Tracy Crisler has been doing on being our Judging Chairman. Tracy
has obviously spent a lot of time researching what is necessary to do the job and carry out its functions.
The last judging event we had is a good example of the preparation necessary to make a good event. Be(Continued on page 7)
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October Meeting Minutes - Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc.
Continued
cause of some time restraints that Tracy experiences from time to time, it was decided that he could use
some help so Dave Houlihan is going to help when needed. We thank both Tracy and Dave for handling
this most important function of our chapter.


Richard, the retired chef, asked if the Kansas City chapter will need any help for next year’s National Convention. Kurt has asked Joan Burnett, our Regional Director, if help was needed, but apparently no mention of any needed yet. The St. Louis chapter will be helping. Kurt has offered our help if and when needed.

At 10:05, Rick decided that it was time for us to adjourn and thus made a motion that required John Jones to
second same. And with that, it was over.
P.S. The business meeting was over, but Tracy’s designated time wasn’t. He went over last month’s judging
sheets comments section, pointing out the good comments from the not so good. The exterior judges looked
like they wanted to leave at times, but they were good sports and took the corrective criticism extremely well.
Actually, we all learned thanks to Tracy’s good preparation and presentation.

Midway USA Member Steve W. from AR

New Black Hat

Did You Know

T-top does not refer to the shape of the roof. But rather it is short for
Targa Top. The original design was a pure Targa but body flex
demanded the center bar, discovered late in the design.
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Midway USA Membership Date ___________ NCRS Member # _______

National Corvette Restorers Society

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS
http://www.ncrs.org/midwayusa/

Membership Application
Member ______________________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________

City: _______________________________

State ___________ Zip: __________ - ______ Email: _________________________________
Home Phone ________________ Mobile _______________
List of Corvettes:
Year

Color

Style

Additional Comments for Corvette

_____

_______________

_______

_________________________________________

_____

_______________

_______

_________________________________________

Restoration Experience (if any) _____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
The Midway USA Chapter of NCRS
promotes the enjoyment, preservation and restoration of Chevrolet Corvettes.
We meet the 2nd Saturday of each month at Davis-Moore Chevrolet 8200 West Kellogg.
The National Corvette Restorers Society Mission
Formed in 1974, the National Corvette Restorers Society is a non-profit hobby group of 15,800+ families dedicated to the restoration, preservation, history and enjoyment of Corvettes made from the model
years 1953 through 1996.
If you are looking for a 1953 - 96 Corvette: The seller is telling you "the numbers match". Do you know
what they mean? Are they truthful? Join the NCRS and learn from all of the information we have gathered
in the last 33 years to make a wise decision when you purchase your Corvette.
If you already own a 1953 - 96 Corvette: No matter what you are up to, NCRS members have been
there before. Benefit from all of the information we have gathered in the last 33 years to make better and
smarter decisions as you restore and maintain your valuable Corvette.
Membership Dues:
Midway USA Chapter of NCRS ($20.00) __ Check # ____
Cash
A NCRS Membership is Required. By Internet http://www.ncrs.org/membership/index.html
NCRS Membership is $35.00
By Phone (513) 385-8526
Mail this application and check written to Midway USA Chapter NCRS:
Kurt Geis (NCRS-KS) Membership Chair / Chairman
14123 W. Onewood Ct.
Wichita, Ks 67235
(316) 773-0774
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