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THE SPIRIT OF ‘76 

ing all of the businesses that 

contributed goods for door 

prizes at the show.  And, let 

me not skip the epicurean tal-

ents of chefs Richardo and 

Fredricko on the grill.  I have 

yet to talk to anyone that 

wasn’t singing the praises of 

eating to much this year.  

Guys, you have found your 

calling, at least as far as my 

tastebuds and belly are con-

cerned. 

On Sunday, June 10 several of 

our chapter members joined 

the road trip to Lake Afton for 

the annual all wheels car 

show.  This year the Corvette 

was represented nicely, not 

only by our chapter members 

and the members of the other 

2 Corvette clubs in town, but 

by several owners not affiliat-

ed with our clubs.  I want to say 

there were almost 25 Vettes by 

the lake this year. 

Later in the month several 

chapter members had the op-

portunity to meet up with the 

NCRS Road Tour participants.  

Several members met at Side 

Pockets, a local pub/grill, for 

some lunch and conversation.  

After lunch our chapter mem-

bers escorted the road tour 

group to Lawrence Smith’s car 

collection for some oooohs and 

aaaahs.  Thanks to former 

chapter member Dave Dennis 

for letting us know about the 

Wichita stop of the road tour. 

The last week of the month was 

spent by many of our members 

at the NCRS National Conven-
(Continued on page 2) 

Well, now that June is behind 

us maybe we will have a little 

time to relax.  However, there 

is a lot to report on for the 

month of June, so here goes. 

As we all know, the month 

started out with the second 

annual All Corvette Benefit 

Car Show.  There are more 

details on the show in this 

newsletter, so I’ll skip them 

now.  But, let me just say that 

the show was a big success.  

Funds raised for the American 

Heart Association amounted to 

about $900.  That’s much bet-

ter than last year, and with 

NCRS national matching funds, 

will be a nice contribution on 

behalf of our chapter. 

At this point I would be remiss 

by not mentioning and thank-
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NCRS Events Calendar 
 (National & Local) 

NCRS web site http://www.ncrs.org  

then click on the Events link. 

 July 14 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting 

 July 14 - Midway USA Chapter Tech Session 

 July 14 - Automobilia in Wichita, KS 

 Aug 11 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting 

 Aug 24-26 - Corvette’s at Carlisle 

 Aug 24-26 - Blacktop Nationals in Wichita, KS 

 Sep 6-8 - Pennsylvania Regional 

 Sep 8 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting 

 Sep 8 - Midway USA Chapter Picnic 

 Oct 4-7 - Eureka Springs Corvette Weekend 

 Oct 11-13 - Lonestar Regional @ Frisco, TX 

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc. 

Officers & Committee Chairs 

Chairman  Kurt Geis   (316) 773-0774 

Vice-Chairman Rick Smiley   (316) 729-8388 

Secretary  Jim Coote   (316) 789-0005 

Treasurer  Richard York   (316) 722-6199 

Technical   Phil Lorenz  (316) 729-8987 

Judging   Tracy Crisler  (620) 752-3131 

Activities   Dale Green   (316) 636-241  

Midway USA Chapter Merchandise 
Midway USA Chapter Banner 

2 x 5 is $25.00     3 x 7 is $57.40 

X-Press Signs & Graphics (has moved to) 

3845 W. Harry  (316) 613-2360 

Midway USA Name Tag 

$7.00 for either the magnetic or pin type 

Can be purchased at Apple Graphix 

2429 W Douglas Ave  (316) 942-5426 

tion in San Diego, CA.  I’ve heard from several members, 

and all are having a good time. 

Now, on to future events.  July’s meeting will host a re-

cap of not only the car show, but also the national con-

vention.  The meeting will be followed by a judging 

school conducted by our chapter judging chairman on the 

application and use of NCRS standard deductions.  The 

plan is to then adjourn to Side Pockets for lunch. 

Also at the meeting we will have more information on the 

chapter family picnic that is being moved to September.  

As was the picnic last year, burgers and hotdogs will be 

provided by the chapter, with the trimmings coming from 

the membership.  So, now is the time to talk to the 

spouse about what you will be bringing. 

See you all on the 14th. 

In 1954 the Powerglide transmission 

was listed as a $178 option.  However, 

no 1954 Corvette was shipped with a 

manual transmission. 

Did You Know 

http://www.ncrs.org/
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Published by: 
Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc. 
14123 W. Onewood Ct. 
Wichita,  KS  67235 
email: midwayusa@ncrs.org 
http://www.ncrs.com/midwayusa/ 

Proudly sponsors 
Midway USA Chapter 

of NCRS 

Davis-Moore 
Chevrolet 

8200 W. Kellogg 
Wichita, KS 

(316) 749-4000 

NCRS currently judges 1953 
through 1996 model Corvettes 

Wind, Winners & Wow - By Kurt Geis, photo’s by Kurt & Dale. 

June 9, 2012 cracked open with a typical Kansas June day.  Warm, humid and the ever present Kansas 

wind.  I guess it could have been worse, but not much.  But, in spite of the wind 76 cars and drivers braved 

the conditions to enjoy a day with fellow Vette enthusiasts and those wonderful grill creations of Che’ 

Richardo and Fredricko.  Umm Umm good. 

They say a picture saves a thousand words, so instead of me rambling on, I’m going to relate one story of 

the show, and then let the pictures do the talking.  But first, the winners were; 

  C-1     Rick Mast and Jim Orchard 

  C-2     Buck Wright and Gary Cochran 

  C-3     John Denny and Cliff Crane 

  C-4     Mel Thomason and Gene Starkey 

  C-5     Mike Walker and Monte Rans 

  C-6     Jim Phares and Brad Ketcherside 

  Managers Choice Russ Mast 

  Best of Show  DeWayne Gohen 

 

Now, for the story.  While walking around the show field I 

was approached by a lady escorting what appeared to be 

a handicapped man.  She introduced herself and the man, 

who was Wichita businessman Don Slawson.  She ex-

plained that she had heard of the show, had mentioned it 

to Mr. Slawson and he wanted to come and see the Cor-

vettes.  Mr. Slawson is suffering from Alzheimers and the 

lady was his caregivers. 

She continued to explain that in 1953 Mr. Slawson 

was a driver of a car at the Kansas University 

homecoming parade.  That year several Chevy 

dealers donated the use of 6 brand new ’53 Cor-

(Continued on page 4) 

http://www.ncrs.com/midwayusa/


Midway USA Tune Up Page 4 

vettes for the parade.  Don loved the day.  The lady asked if 

they could take a picture of Mr. Slawson by one of the cars.  

Wanting to find a car as close to the ’53 as possible, I found 

Veryl Randolph and his white ’57.  

Mr. Slawson was taken to the drivers side of the car and 

“posed” with one hand on the hardtop.  Before the picture 

could be taken, he took his hand off the top, grabbed the 

steering wheel of the car and gave it a wiggle.  The smile that 

came on his face was PRICELESS.  His caregiver got the picture 

and proceeded to get misty-eyed.  She said it was the first 

time she had seen him smile since being diagnosed with Alz-

heimers.  For me, that made the show.  To see a man suffering 

from such a horrible disease regain his memory for just a short 

time was really something to see.  And all because of our be-

loved Corvette. 

So, with that all said, enjoy the photos, and again, thank you 

for all the help.   
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The June 2012 monthly meeting was held on the 9th and called to order at 9:11 AM by the chapter Chairman, 

Kurt Geis.  There were a bunch of members in attendance!  No one counted and there was no sign in sheet so 

you'll just have to take my word for it.  But we do know who was absent! 

 

Chapter Business: 

 Kurt opened the "stand-up" meeting with a "THANKS" to all who helped get ready for today's show, our 

second annual "All Corvette Benefit Car Show".  The good weather for the show was commented on and 

Kurt believed that today's show would top last year's in attendance, door prizes and overall quality since a 

few improvements were made in preparation for the event. 

 Since the treasurer, Richard York, one of our two chefs for today and our MONTHLY BREAKFAST 

PROVIDER, was busy at the grill, it was decided that we could skip the treasurer's report. 

 Kurt asked us to show our gratitude to all those who supplied us with door prizes by patronizing some or 

all of them.  They are listed in the June issue of the Midway USA Tune Up newsletter.  If you have any 

questions on the type or quality of the food of any of the donors, ask Kurt or Dallas Keller as they were 

somewhere in the vicinity of the restaurant when the request was made for the door prize.  In fact, Dallas 

and Kurt secured most of the prizes so be sure you thank them as well as the donors. 

 Kurt reviewed our roles for this event and pointed out "need-to-know" tidbits. 

 Fred Johnson, our other chef for today, apparently dismissed Richard from the hot fire to interrupt Kurt 

long enough to report our bank account had $2,370.35 after awards for the show were paid for and some of 

the expenses.  He requested that anybody wanting to pay by check for their entry should make the check 

out to Midway NCRS rather than the American Heart Association because the National NCRS organiza-

tion will match the club's donation which will be paid out of our bank account.  It sounds complicated and 

circuitous, but you know Richard! 

 

New Business: 

 Kurt mentioned that he had had several calls concerning the July Technical Session which will be conduct-

ed by Roy Ester and Rick Smiley.  Tracy Crisler, our Judging Chairman, is going to discuss the topic with 

Rick to see if it will qualify for a points gathering tech session.  The topic is probably not as much of a 

concern as the two conductors! 

 September is on tap for our annual picnic which will be held again this year at Dale and Cathy Green's area 

clubhouse.  In addition to Dale's creativity with the newsletter and our newly re-worked web site 

(www.ncrs.org/MidwayUSA), he is also our social director.  It must be nice to have so many talents.  Some 

of us have them; we just refuse to share them with others! 

 Dave Houlihan asked what we were going to have at the August picnic in the way of food.  This was after 

he did some math calculations, subtracting the number of today's expected show attendees from the num-

ber of wieners and burgers purchased.  He probably helped unload the food supplies and made an astute 

deduction.    

 

Kurt closed the meeting at 9:20 with a reminder for everyone with a "host car" in the show to register and pay 

your $10.  His comments of only taking 9 minutes for the meeting completely ignored all the e-mails he had 

sent for the last two weeks about today's show.  His last communication was less then twenty-four hours be-

fore the show was to start and consisted of 298 words.  Surely that should count, but I admit that he does write 

less than he talks, so I guess we should appreciate his brevity.  However, as secretary, I need some material to 

work with and nine minutes ain't enough.  Enough said. 

June Meeting Minutes  -  Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc. 
Minutes Prepared By Jim Coote 
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The MidwayUSA Chapter web site is undergoing a 

MAJOR remodel.   

Check it out at  www.ncrs.org/MidwayUSA 

Wanted!  Valve stem extenders for 1970 Rally Wheels.  Black extender with white insert.  With the 

name “Schrader” would be perfect.  Need 5.  Contact Dallas Keller at (316) 729-4290 

http://www.ncrs.org/midwayusa/
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Member  ______________________________________________________________________ 

Address  _________________________________  City: _______________________________ 

State  ___________  Zip: __________ - ______  Email: _________________________________ 

Home Phone ________________  Mobile _______________  

List of Corvettes: 

 Year  Color  Style  Additional Comments for Corvette 

 _____   _______________   _______   _________________________________________ 

 _____   _______________   _______   _________________________________________ 

Restoration Experience (if any) _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Midway USA Membership Date ___________ NCRS Member #  _______ 

National Corvette Restorers Society 

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS 
http://www.ncrs.org/midwayusa/ 

Membership Application 

Membership Dues: 

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS ($20.00) __ Check # ____  Cash  

A NCRS Membership is Required. By Internet http://www.ncrs.org/membership/index.html 

    NCRS Membership is $35.00  By Phone (513) 385-8526 

 

Mail this application and check written to Midway USA Chapter NCRS: 

Kurt Geis  (NCRS-KS) Membership Chair / Chairman 

14123 W. Onewood Ct.  

Wichita, Ks 67235  

(316) 773-0774 

The Midway USA Chapter of NCRS 
promotes the enjoyment, preservation and restoration of Chevrolet Corvettes.  

We meet the 2
nd

 Saturday of each month at Davis-Moore Chevrolet 8200 West Kellogg. 

The National Corvette Restorers Society Mission 

     Formed in 1974, the National Corvette Restorers Society is a non-profit hobby group of 15,800+ fami-

lies dedicated to the restoration, preservation, history and enjoyment of Corvettes made from the model 

years 1953 through 1996. 

     If you are looking for a 1953 - 96 Corvette: The seller is telling you "the numbers match". Do you know 

what they mean? Are they truthful? Join the NCRS and learn from all of the information we have gathered 

in the last 33 years to make a wise decision when you purchase your Corvette. 

     If you already own a 1953 - 96 Corvette: No matter what you are up to, NCRS members have been 

there before. Benefit from all of the information we have gathered in the last 33 years to make better and 

smarter decisions as you restore and maintain your valuable Corvette. 

http://www.ncrs.org/midwayusa
http://www.ncrs.org/membership/index.html

