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Letter From The Chairman By Kurt Geis

First of all, let me thank
our Vice-Chairman for
pitching in and running the
meeting for me in February. As I understand he
shared with many of you
that I was hard at work in a
remote, climatically challenging part of the world
suffering from the deprivation of comradory with my
fellow Corvette enthusiast,
who were suffering with
less than temperate climate the day of the meeting. OK, I’m not fooling
you.
Now, back to matter of the
chapter. The ground hog I
hear, saw his shadow, so
any way you look at it,
spring is around the corner.
With spring comes the time
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we all look forward to.
Getting our babies out from
under the blankets for
some fun driving.
In addition to warmer
weather, spring brings
more activities for the
chapter. At the March
meeting we will be doing a
short judging school, with a
subject yet to be determined. April brings our
first for the year judging
meet. May will be another
judging school. Then
comes June and our second
annual all Corvette show
and shine. This year looks
to be even bigger than last
year.
Along the lines of the show
and shine, it is time to

start thinking about what
jobs you would like to perform the day of the show,
and before. We could use
some help rounding up door
prizes, so if you know
someone that has a business that is remotely related to the car world, now is
the time to hit them up.
We should have the fliers
available by mid March so
we can start getting them
out to you to share with
your fellow Corvette owners.
I look forward to seeing you
all at our March meeting.

NCRS Events Calendar
(National & Local)
NCRS web site http://www.ncrs.org
then click on the Events link.
•

Mar 8 - 10 is Arizona Regional (Tucson, AZ)

•

Mar 10 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting

•

Apr 5 - 2nd Ann. Classic Cars For Kids Car Show

•

Apr 14 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting

•

Apr 14 - Midway USA Chapter Judging Meet

•

May 3-5 - Northwest Regional @ Seaside, OR

•

May 12 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting

•

Jun 9 - Midway USA All Corvette Car Show

•

Jun 10 - Lake Afton All Wheels Car Show

•

Jun 30 - Jul 4 is NCRS National at San Diego, CA

•

Oct 11-13 - Lonestar Regional @ Frisco, TX

Did You Know

In 1987 you could buy a Corvette without an
engine installed by the factory.
Aluminum knock off wheels only cost $322 for
a set of five.

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc.
Officers & Committee Chairs
Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer
Technical
Judging
Activities

Kurt Geis
Rick Smiley
Jim Coote
Richard York
Phil Lorenz
Tracy Crisler
Dale Green

(316) 773-0774
(316) 729-8388
(316) 789-0005
(316) 722-6199
(316) 729-8987
(620) 752-3131
(316) 636-241

Midway USA Chapter Merchandise
Midway USA Chapter Banner
2 x 5 is $25.00 3 x 7 is $57.40
X-Press Signs & Graphics (has moved to)
3845 W. Harry (316) 613-2360
Midway USA Name Tag
$7.00 for either the magnetic or pin type
Can be purchased at Apple Graphix
2429 W Douglas Ave (316) 942-5426
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Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc.
14123 W. Onewood Ct.
Wichita, KS 67235
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8200 W. Kellogg
Wichita, KS
(316) 749-4000
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Midway USA Chapter
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NCRS currently judges 1953
through 1996 model Corvettes

Wintertime Blues Cured - By Kurt Geis
Since it is almost spring and I haven’t received any articles from
the membership of our chapter, or for that matter anyone else, I
guess now is the time for me to finish a project first started in our
December 2011 newsletter. This will serve as somewhat of a technical article and also as a here’s the finished project.
I would be remiss if I didn’t acknowledge the help of several of our
chapter members, including a big thanks to Dallas Keller. Dallas
not only added mindful insight and moral support, but also a lot of
brawn and knowledge to the refurbishment of my rear suspension.
Thanks also go to Bob Demmel, Rick Smiley, Jim Coote and my
spouse, Karin. Without her I could have finished this in 3 weeks.
Just kidding dear.
As was mentioned in my article in December, the motivation behind this little project was brought on by the comments of a chassis judge at the Frisco regional to my wife. When she said “Paul
said to get it replaced before we drive it again” I took that as a
darn good excuse to do what I had wanted to do for some time. In
addition, I was tired of getting dinged for undercoat and heavy rust
when judged.
So, with all the correct replacement parts, the overhauled and reconditioned original parts back in my garage and with 3 more
weeks of vacation, January began the reassembly process. Dallas
made a comment that tearing stuff apart is more fun than putting
it back together. But, you get more satisfaction when you see a finished project.
The first project was installing my overhauled, refurbished trailing
arms. I was shocked when I found out Ikerds was able to rebuild
my cores, but I wasn’t going to complain about saving some cash.
You’ve heard that the front bolt installation for the trailing arms
isn’t easy, and the best way is to fish them into place. Yep, that’s
right. And you need some fine, tough wire to do this. Now that
I’ve done it, I think both Dallas and I can say it isn’t so bad, but
that’s with several practice runs to get mine in. The first took
about 45 minutes, the other side, about 3.
I wouldn’t say that the trailing arms were the hardest part of the
project. That honor goes to 5 full days and 3 cans of Eastwoods
(Continued on page 4)
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Yes we CAN - (continued)
Undergone to scrape all the non-factory applied undercoating
off the bottom of my baby. But, aside from some very sore
shoulders and arms, this little project left me feeling very
accomplished, and with some new stuff to oogle over. It was
interesting to see some of the original chalk or crayon marking, un-molested on the bottom of the car. Way cool.
To say that once the trailing arms were on the rest of the
work was downhill might be an understatement, but from
that point it was really just a matter of putting the old, overhauled parts back together, torqueing bolts to specs, and
getting a warm fuzzy feeling of progress and satisfaction.
The down side to all of this is that I was not able to use some
of my original parts, such as the half-shafts, drive shaft and strut rods. This due entirely to the rust accumulated over 34 years in the Chicago salty roads environment. And of course the replacement of all the
fuel lines, for the same reason was necessary.
Replacing those rusty steel fuel lines was not quite as bad as I
expected it to be. The job was made only slightly easier by
removing the body mounts and lifting the body off the frame
about 4 or so inches. Then the tedious job of running some
already bent lines thru spaces that those bends were not
made to fit thru. Can you replace fuel lines on a C3 Vette
without pulling the body all the way off? Yes. Would I recommend it? Well, let’s just say I’ll never do it again that
way. It’s a joy that has to be experienced, not told. Right
Dallas.
As the photos show, the project went well. And if the judges
re-look at the areas that I’ve been dinged before and access
the changes, I should have recovered about 25 judging point for the efforts of the winter.
The project consisted of; removal and restoration of both trailing arms including bearings, etc.; restoration
of the rear spring, including rust removal and replacement of the spring liners; removal and overhaul of the
rear differential; replacing the overly rusty half shafts, u-joints and flanges; removal of all undercoating
applied by the original, Chicago land owner; restoration of the rear bumper mounting brackets and hardware; replacement of the exhaust system with a steel welded
exhaust and tips.
Incidental jobs that went along with this included restoration
of the forward heat shields, replacing the old body mounts
and shims, restoration of lower body reinforcement plates,
and a lot of learning more about my car. All in all, the total
time spent on the project was about 80 hours, with much of
that using two people. Well worth the sweat and skinned
knuckles. Plus, I learned a lot about how to use an airbrush
and sandblaster.
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February Meeting Minutes - Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc.
Minutes Prepared By Jim Coote
The February 2012 monthly meeting was held on the 11th and called to order at 9:00 AM by the chapter Vice
Chairman, Rick Smiley in the absence of Kurt Geis. There were 20 in attendance.
Chapter Business:
Rick opened the meeting by forwarding Kurt's greetings and regrets for not being able to attend due to his
career demanding that he be on the beach in St. Maartens this weekend! Being that this is February, we
are certain that his regrets were sincere since St. Maartens does not acknowledge the month of February except for all the tourists.
Rick acknowledged a visitor whom Casey Coats introduced as Dan Klaus. Dan lives in Maize and has several autos in his collection, one of which is a '65 Vette. His other vehicles, although collectibles, won't
be allowed in the June "All Corvette" show because they will look out of place! Maybe he will invite
us to "his place" to see them! Dan took home a membership form. Be nice to him for awhile.
The January minutes were approved as written in the February newsletter, but not until Tracy Crisler made
us vote. Tracy is trying to break-in Rick correctly. Guess he gave up on Kurt long ago.
Our treasurer, Richard York, announced that he had filed the annual report with NCRS. Our bank account
has $2099.82 plus our savings of $100.00.
Tracy, our Judging Chairman, brought up the April judging event and related his discussions with two other club members wanting our club to judge their Vettes, one a '55 from Tulsa and the other a '65 from
Ks City. After much discussion it was decided that we would have our hands full with Cathy Blaha's
ZRl and Don Creekmore's '69. Consensus of opinion was that we are thorough, but slow, and we didn't
want to tie up Davis-Moore's back room all afternoon.
New Business:
Rick indicated that he had been getting several e-mails concerning using Pay Pal to pay dues and wanted to
know if we saw any need for such a service. No one thought that any changes needed to be made in the
way we have been handling dues, either national or chapter, so the discussion was dropped.
Rick advised that the Texas Regional in Frisco has been changed from October 18-20 to October 11-13,
2012. That will enable the Geis' to get a "fabulous meal" and for Karen to get a "chocolate desert to
die for" a week earlier than they had planned. It also will enable the event to house all the cars inside
as more of the facility will be available that week end.
Dallas Keller announced that his and Kent Michael's shared booth at the Sunflower Swap Meet last weekend was a success, especially on Thursday night during setup. Not so good on Saturday, but overall
they raised $250 for our Chapter, thanks mostly to Casey for his donation of parts to sell for the benefit
of the club. Thanks Casey. They have put in for two booths next year, so keep that in mind in case
you need their help in selling parts. Maybe that could become a club activity!
Dale Green met a guy who works on Corvettes at a Chevy dealership and moonlights at home in case anyone needs some work done by a person who is trained and paid to be familiar with Corvettes. His
name is Jim Jacobson, and phone is 640-8899. Roy Ester can help you with your '57, but this fellow
probably knows the later model Corvettes better!
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Meeting Minutes - Continued
Minutes Prepared By Jim Coote
Fred Johnson reminded us that he has a friend in Salina that is good at overhauling rear-ends. Get in touch
with Fred if you need such help.
Rick brought up the suggestion that maybe we need a seminar on judging a ZR-1 before we are exposed to
Cathy's car. Dave Houlihan, our resident C4 expert, has all the books which Rick wants to make copies for us for the event. This should be discussed further at next meeting.
Dale mentioned that there will be a caravan down Route 66 to the National event in San Diego. The meet
is from June 30th through July 4th. Tracy and family are going and he inquired if they could join one
of the tours in their van. He was informed that "sure, but you won't be leading it"! He looked heartbroken.
Kent (our WACCC representative) passed out the Cars Cruzin’12 Car Show calendar.
The meeting was closed at 9:44, 44 minutes after it started! Did I mention that Kurt was absent today?
NOTE: When getting directions from Dale Green, ask him to point rather than have him give you compasstype descriptions. You'll get there quicker!

Here are a couple of GM advertisements for the two Corvette’s we will have the opportunity to judge at our April meeting. Thanks to Cathy and Don for volunteering
their prized possessions for this event.
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Midway USA Membership Date ___________ NCRS Member # _______

National Corvette Restorers Society

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS
http://www.ncrs.org/midwayusa/

Membership Application
Member ______________________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________

City: _______________________________

State ___________ Zip: __________ - ______ Email: _________________________________
Home Phone ________________ Mobile _______________
List of Corvettes:
Year

Color

Style

Additional Comments for Corvette

_____

_______________

_______

_________________________________________

_____

_______________

_______

_________________________________________

Restoration Experience (if any)_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
The Midway USA Chapter of NCRS
promotes the enjoyment, preservation and restoration of Chevrolet Corvettes.
We meet the 2nd Saturday of each month at Davis-Moore Chevrolet 8200 West Kellogg.
The National Corvette Restorers Society Mission
Formed in 1974, the National Corvette Restorers Society is a non-profit hobby group of 15,800+ families dedicated to the restoration, preservation, history and enjoyment of Corvettes made from the model
years 1953 through 1996.
If you are looking for a 1953 - 96 Corvette: The seller is telling you "the numbers match". Do you know
what they mean? Are they truthful? Join the NCRS and learn from all of the information we have gathered
in the last 33 years to make a wise decision when you purchase your Corvette.
If you already own a 1953 - 96 Corvette: No matter what you are up to, NCRS members have been
there before. Benefit from all of the information we have gathered in the last 33 years to make better and
smarter decisions as you restore and maintain your valuable Corvette.
Membership Dues:
Midway USA Chapter of NCRS ($20.00) __ Check # ____
Cash
A NCRS Membership is Required. By Internet http://www.ncrs.org/membership/index.html
NCRS Membership is $35.00
By Phone (513) 385-8526
Mail this application and check written to Midway USA Chapter NCRS:
Kurt Geis (NCRS-KS) Membership Chair / Chairman
14123 W. Onewood Ct.
Wichita, Ks 67235
(316) 773-0774
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