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Letter From The Chairman By Kurt Geis
IS IT SPRING YET??!!!!!! After
a fairly nice January, heck,
winter so far someone up
north finally left the freezer
door open. I’m sure it drove
you inside, like it did me.
But, it’s the first of February,
and with the exception of
that March blizzard we usually have, and due to an early
Easter this year the chance of
a white Easter, warmer temperatures and longer days are
not all that far away.
With those longer, warmer
days come more things to do,
or should I say more time to
do things with comfort. And
that we will do. After our
judging school in January, we
will be applying what we
learned to our chapter judging meet in April. Yes, we’ve
move the date to April due to
a regional event and con-
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struction at Davis-Moore in
March. The plan is to judge a
very nice C4 ZR1, and a nice
early C3. So, now is the time
to start thinking about what
you want to judge, both car
and section.
May will be busy getting ready
for our 2nd annual all Corvette
car show in June. July the
heat sets in, with some relief
possible for those attending
the national convention in San
Diego. August will probably
be picnic time, and maybe a
road trip. September is open,
so start thinking about what
you would like to see our
chapter do. Then comes October, and I already hear Texas calling. Do I hear “road
trip?”
Now, I have just a couple of
comments on the judging

school last month. I hope you
had as much fun doing the
exercise as I did putting it together. From what it sounds
like, you did, you had fun and
learned something. From my
viewpoint of sitting back and
answering questions you guys
put a lot of thought into your
decisions on scoring. It was
refreshing to see even a couple of master judges disagreeing on a couple of items. Personal opinion. Ain’t it great.
All in all, we have another
busy year ahead of us.
Thanks to crew scheduling I’ll
miss the February meeting,
with Rick Smiley, our chapter
vice-chairman filling in.
Thanks Rick. I’ll see you all
at the March meeting, and
many of you between now
and then.

NCRS Events Calendar
(National & Local)
NCRS web site http://www.ncrs.org
then click on the Events link.
•

Feb 11 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting

•

Feb 14 - Valentines Day (Don’t forget your sweetie and we don’t mean your Vette.)

•

Mar 8 - 10 is Arizona Regional (Tucson, AZ)

•

Apr 14 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting

•

Apr 5 - 2nd Ann. Classic Cars For Kids Car Show

•

May 3-5 - Northwest Regional @ Seaside, OR

•

May 12 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting

•

Jun 9 - Midway USA All Corvette Car Show

•

Jun 30 - Jul 4 is NCRS National at San Diego, CA

•
•

Oct 11-13 - Lonestar Regional @

•

Oct 18 - Texas Regional (Frisco)

Did You Know

The 1963 roof panel molds were built using
wrong dimensions, such that all roof panels
were too small. This left a gap seen in the
door pillar above the door latch in all but a
few cars. The ones where it is not found were
cosmetically covered up with body filler.

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc.
Officers & Committee Chairs
Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer
Technical
Judging
Activities

Kurt Geis
Rick Smiley
Jim Coote
Richard York
Phil Lorenz
Tracy Crisler
Dale Green

(316) 773-0774
(316) 729-8388
(316) 789-0005
(316) 722-6199
(316) 729-8987
(620) 752-3131
(316) 636-241

Midway USA Chapter Merchandise
Midway USA Chapter Banner
2 x 5 is $25.00 3 x 7 is $57.40
X-Press Signs & Graphics (has moved to)
3845 W. Harry (316) 613-2360
Midway USA Name Tag
$7.00 for either the magnetic or pin type
Can be purchased at Apple Graphix
2429 W Douglas Ave (316) 942-5426
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NCRS currently judges 1953
through 1996 model Corvettes

Yes we CAN - By Kurt Geis
Taking the challenge from national judging chairman Roy Sinor, and a little inspiration from the Mid
-Atlantic chapter and their newsletter, we can. Or
should I say “canned”. On Saturday, January 14,
2012 the Midway USA Chapter became yet another
chapter to judge a coke can to NCRS standards.
This project was very helpful in making our members more familiar with the basic premises used to
judge to NCRS standards, or at least that was the
post-school sentiment from those that attended.
Not to say that there wasn’t a little bit of head
scratchin during the school.
As with other chapters, we started with 10 aluminum cans, most painted in the familiar red and
white trademark of the Coca-Cola company, with a couple of ringers thrown in for fun. There
were full ones, short ones, small ones, bent ones. You get the idea.
Judging was based on the CDCIF fundamentals. Using a 25 point scale for originality, an additional
20 points were assigned for condition, and 5 more for cleanliness. Members were paired up and
turned loose on the cans.
The judging took just over an hour for the 7 teams
to complete the rounds of all 10 cans. The judging
went smoothly, or as smoothly as you might imagine. There was a lot of discussion, some comparison of opinion, but at the end of the day, the judging sheets told a very similar story. That story was
consistency. With a few minor exceptions, all of
the teams judged each can very similarly. I was
impressed.
After the can judging was complete we all sat
down to discuss the outcome. In this discussion
there seemed to be 2 emerging themes. The first
was emphasizing the importance of understanding
(Continued on page 4)
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Yes we CAN - (continued)
that any judging score, or should I say deduction is
the opinion of the judging team doing the judging.
Oh, how true and important to remember.
The second theme that emerged was that the entire purpose of judging, whether it be Coke cans or
Corvettes, it needs to remain fun. In many instances, judging is taken to the extreme, and that
judging sometimes deviates from the principal of
giving the car owner not only the benefit of the
doubt and giving the owner credit for the effort
and work done to restore or maintain the car to the “as built” condition using materials and techniques available today.
The primary lesson learned, aside from the reinforcement of judging principals was that this is a
fun hobby, and don’t get so wrapped around the axle that it looses that fun factor. I am sometimes guilty of axle wrapping, but then I get in one of my Vettes, and in short order remember
that these are fun cars, built to be enjoyed by the owner, and sometimes that smoking hot brunette in the car next to you. No guys, she ain’t lookin at you.
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January Meeting Minutes - Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc.
Minutes Prepared By Jim Coote
The January 2012 monthly meeting was held on the 14th and called to order at 9:03 AM by the chapter Chairman, Kurt Geis. There were 23 members in attendance.
Chapter Business:
• Kurt opened the meeting with all but one of us staring at a bunch of pop cans sitting on a table in front of
us while he welcomed a guest in our midst. Apparently we were supposed to ignore this distraction while
he introduced the visitor, a Steve Williamson, whom we later learned was already a member of our chapter. It seems that he was recruited by a Mrs. Karin Geis all the way from Arkansas. Now that I've typed
her name I see the connection to our chairman! Did I say we were distracted? Sorry Steve. Please come
back and we'll do a better job of welcoming you now that we've got the stupid Coke cans off the table.
• The December Minutes were approved as published in the January newsletter.
• Richard York, our treasurer, was questioned about what funds we had in the bank and he replied that the
account shows $2059.82, which did not include the two memberships that came in LATE this morning and
our savings account of $100.00. He also agreed with Kurt that our Christmas party had raised $125.00 for
our favorite charity, The American Heart Association. If we had charged $5.00 for each bowl of chili instead of a $5 charge for sampling all of the chili, we could have given the American Heart Association another $100 based on how many bowls Rick Smiley helped himself to!
• Speaking of the American Heart Association, last year we raised about $800 for them and this year we
hope to do even better based on the assumption our 2nd annual "Show & Shine" will attract even more participants than our first year. Response was good last year and the feedback that we got indicated that the
word would be positively spread among the local Vette clubs. The show will again be in June this year.
• There have been several changes to our roster, but we continue to maintain a good number, now 31.
• Kurt reminded us again that we have already achieved Top Flight Chapter status for this year. There have
been some changes in the requirements, namely having 50% participation in the required activities, which
so far has not been a problem for our club.
New Business:
• Kurt announced that the April Chapter Judging Event will have to be changed again. This time it is due to
the construction at our host, Davis Moore. We've decided to let them go ahead with that instead of insisting that we need their back room for our event. It's good that we are so easy to get along with! If Cathy
Blaha hasn't given up on us yet, we may have two cars to judge since Don Creekmore has convinced himself that his '69 is ready for us. But is he?
• Dallas Keller announced that he will have a booth at the annual swap meet to be held at the Coliseum Pavilions, February 3rd and 4th. He said he could use some help if anyone is interested and volunteered to
sell anyone's Corvette parts that were donated to the club. Admission to the meet is free but parking isn't.
Now there is a new wrinkle!
• Kent Michael worked his magic again and presented us with "our own" club calendar. Several purchased
one for $12 each and if you didn't get one, Kent has more.

Continued on next page
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January Meeting Minutes - Continued
Minutes Prepared By Jim Coote
Judging Meet:
• Finally, we got to hear why we have been staring at 10 Coke cans during the whole meeting. We are going to judge them! As you all know, there are five criteria to judging a Vette. Well, we were informed
that we will be using the same five criteria to judge the 10 Coke cans! Since Kurt borrowed this idea from
a South Carolina NCRS club newsletter, he explained what we were to do. We were told to judge the
Coke cans as to whether or not they were "Configured" correctly, whether it had a "Date" stamp, how
"Complete" it was, determine if it was "Installed" correctly and if the "Finish" was correct. Tracy Crisler, our club judging chairman, apparently thought Kurt needed help in explaining this exercise as he
jumped in to add to our confusion. I'm surprised he was willing to be a party to this! If you were not there,
or left early (Darrel Roland must have felt he'd learned all he needed to know in Joplin as he didn't stick
around), you just wouldn't believe the discussion we had after the judging. The two "Black Hats" (Dave
Houlihan and Steve Williamson) teamed up and they had some choice comments for the event. Steve
commented that judging was very stressful while Dave said C-4s were easier than Coke cans. After much
discussion on the event, Kurt commented that he had been asked if our club would like to host a Regional
event. My guess is that if he hasn't responded yet, his answer will be, "these guys can't even judge a pop
can". I'm sure none of us would argue that fact.
• Rick Smiley shared with us a March 1998 article written by Roy Sinor for the NCRS about the purpose of
the judging of our Vettes. We had a brief discussion in light of our just completed Coke can experience on
how some judges may get off course and miss the point of judging. Roy, who is the NCRS National Judging Chairman, stated in the article that the purpose was to "encourage the continued preservation of the history and heritage of the Corvette" by judging those cars that have been "preserved or restored …..to factory
original appearance and function". The discussion revolved around "appearance and function". The term
"over restored" evokes lots of disagreement among the members. If you missed a copy of this excellent
article, see Rick.
The longest meeting in our almost three year existence was called to an end at 11:00 AM.

Midway USA
Chapter of NCRS
Member adjusts to
life in rest home
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Midway USA Membership Date ___________ NCRS Member # _______

National Corvette Restorers Society

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS
http://www.ncrs.org/midwayusa/

Membership Application
Member ______________________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________

City: _______________________________

State ___________ Zip: __________ - ______ Email: _________________________________
Home Phone ________________ Mobile _______________
List of Corvettes:
Year

Color

Style

Additional Comments for Corvette

_____

_______________

_______

_________________________________________

_____

_______________

_______

_________________________________________

Restoration Experience (if any)_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
The Midway USA Chapter of NCRS
promotes the enjoyment, preservation and restoration of Chevrolet Corvettes.
We meet the 2nd Saturday of each month at Davis-Moore Chevrolet 8200 West Kellogg.
The National Corvette Restorers Society Mission
Formed in 1974, the National Corvette Restorers Society is a non-profit hobby group of 15,800+ families dedicated to the restoration, preservation, history and enjoyment of Corvettes made from the model
years 1953 through 1996.
If you are looking for a 1953 - 96 Corvette: The seller is telling you "the numbers match". Do you know
what they mean? Are they truthful? Join the NCRS and learn from all of the information we have gathered
in the last 33 years to make a wise decision when you purchase your Corvette.
If you already own a 1953 - 96 Corvette: No matter what you are up to, NCRS members have been
there before. Benefit from all of the information we have gathered in the last 33 years to make better and
smarter decisions as you restore and maintain your valuable Corvette.
Membership Dues:
Midway USA Chapter of NCRS ($20.00) __ Check # ____
Cash
A NCRS Membership is Required. By Internet http://www.ncrs.org/membership/index.html
NCRS Membership is $35.00
By Phone (513) 385-8526
Mail this application and check written to Midway USA Chapter NCRS:
Kurt Geis (NCRS-KS) Membership Chair / Chairman
14123 W. Onewood Ct.
Wichita, Ks 67235
(316) 773-0774
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