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WADDA YA MEAN DIFFERENT? 

other talent of Dale Green, as a 

wiener scalder.  Relax Fred and 

Richard, he’s good, but has a 

ways to go to keep up with you 

guys.  In addition three more 

judging schools, including a 

hands-on school conducted by 

Dallas Keller and me outlining 

some, and I do mean some of 

the differences between the 

early C-3 (1968) steel bumper 

cars, and the late (1972) steel 

bumper cars.  Last but not 

least, the annual Christmas par-

ty and chili/soup cook-off.  All 

topped of with what appears to 

be yet another chapter Top 

Flight qualification.  That’s 3 

for 3 guys. 

So, all in all, 2012 was yet an-

other successful year in the life 

of our chapter.  And all the 

credit goes to you, the chapter 

members for your hard work 

and help in the events we had.  

Let’s face it, without the mem-

bers and their dedication to the 

hobby, we go nothin.  So every-

one, pat yourselves on the back.  

And from the chapter leadership, 

Thank You.  Now, on to the fu-

ture. 

As those that were at the Novem-

ber chapter meeting know, of-

ficer nominations were held.  The 

membership expressed their sup-

port for the current chapter lead-

ership by exercising the recently 

adopted by-laws change that 

eliminated the term limits for 

officers and nominated the cur-

rent list of clowns to continue for 

another year.  At the December 

meeting we will find out if they 

were serious about it by holding 

our officer elections.  I’m not 

(Continued on page 2) 

With 2012 all but in the record 

books I would be remiss if I did-

n’t look back at the year in the 

life of the chapter.  So, here I 

go.   

2012 was yet another great year 

in the life of our little group of 

Corvette enthusiasts.  We start-

ed out the year with our usual 

roar.  January and March hosted 

judging schools.  In April we 

held our first chapter judging 

meet.  In June we hosted our 

2nd annual All Corvette Benefit 

Car Show-n-Shine, with 75 cars 

this year.  Maybe in 2013 we’ll 

have 100.  In June we also had 

our annual road trip to the Lake 

Afton car show.   

Chapter activities for the re-

mainder of the year included 

our annual chapter family pic-

nic, at which we found yet an-
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NCRS Events Calendar 
 (National & Local) 

NCRS web site http://www.ncrs.org           
then click on the Events link. 

 Dec 8 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting  

  Officer Elections 

  Chapter dues are due 

  Christmas party & chili cook-off 

 Dec 21 - Were the Mayan’s right or did they just     

   run out of rock? 

 Dec 25 - Christmas Day 

 Jan 1 - New Year Day 

 Jan 18 -> 20 - 56th Starbird - Devlin Car Show  

   @ Wichita, KS, Century II 

 Jan 23 -> 26 - NCRS Winter Regional  

   @ Kissimmee, FL 

 Feb 21 -> 24 - NCRS National Judging Retreat 

   @ Grapevine, TX 

 Apr 11->14 - S.E. Reg. @ Nat’l Corvette Museum 

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc. 

Officers & Committee Chairs 

Chairman  Kurt Geis   (316) 773-0774 

Vice-Chairman Rick Smiley   (316) 729-8388 

Secretary  Jim Coote   (316) 789-0005 

Treasurer  Richard York   (316) 722-6199 

Technical   Phil Lorenz  (316) 729-8987 

Judging   Tracy Crisler  (620) 752-3131 

Activities   Dale Green   (316) 636-241  

Midway USA Chapter Merchandise 
Midway USA Chapter Banner 

2 x 5 is $25.00     3 x 7 is $57.40 

X-Press Signs & Graphics (has moved to) 

3845 W. Harry  (316) 613-2360 

Midway USA Name Tag 

$7.00 for either the magnetic or pin type 

Can be purchased at Apple Graphix 

2429 W Douglas Ave  (316) 942-5426 

sure if we are doing that good of a job or nobody else wants 

to take the blame. 

There is one exception to the officer elections.  Following 

the November meeting I received a phone call from our 

treasurer, Richard York.  He advised me that due to a new, 

very time consuming job he felt it might be in the best inter-

est of the chapter if he resigned as chapter treasurer.  I pan-

icked, and then remembered that last year Dallas Keller 

threw his name in the hat for that position.  So, with a phone 

call, a grovel and a mighty Hi-oh Silver! I would like to throw 

his name in the hat for treasurer.  Dallas has agreed to 

serve, so in December we will hear from you all with our 

election.  One stipulation he placed was that he not sit at 

the head table.  Guess he doesn’t want anyone throwing 

things at him, too. 

As you all will remember, at the November meeting I asked 

you all if you were satisfied with the functions, events and 

activities we have held in the past years and if there were 

any changes you would like to see.  I’ve heard from several 

of you as a result, and it appears you guys are enjoying what 

we’ve been doing.  One common comment was that every-

one enjoyed the judging schools, especially the hands on 

ones like the one held in November.  So, with that in mind, 

Tracy, get your thinking cap on and let’s do some more of 

the same. 

Well, I guess I’ve just about rambled on enough for this is-

sue.  Let me just remind you, for those that have not already 

paid their 2013 membership dues for the chapter, please 

make sure you get them in to either me or Richard by Janu-

ary 1, 2013.  Many of you have already plunked down the 

hard earned cash, and a couple twice, so if you are one that 

hasn’t and plans to be a part of this group for another year, 

or you just like to read as I make a fool of myself, send in 

the cash so you don’t get dropped from the email distribu-

tion list.  Unless you’re Joe and then we’ll keep printin one 

up for ya. 

See you all at the meeting on December 8, and at the party 

that night.  Oh, one last thing.  Kent Michael is working on 

the new 2013 Midway USA chapter calendar.  He does a great 

job and may have them available at the December meeting.  

Cost again this year will be about $12-15.   

http://www.ncrs.org/
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Published by: 
Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc. 
14123 W. Onewood Ct. 
Wichita,  KS  67235 
email: midwayusa@ncrs.org 
http://www.ncrs.org/midwayusa/ 

Proudly sponsors 
Midway USA Chapter 

of NCRS 

Davis-Moore 
Chevrolet 

8200 W. Kellogg 
Wichita, KS 

(316) 749-4000 

NCRS currently judges 1953 
through 1996 model Corvettes 

Cha-cha-cha-Changes - By Kurt Geis 

I forget what group from the 60’s did the song with that lyr-
ic in it, but it does apply to the evolution of the Corvette.  
Yea, everyone can see the changes in the soon to be 7 gen-
erations of the car we all love so much.  But to the un-
trained eye, and somewhat even to the not-so-untrained, 
some of the changes to the cars go un-noticed. 
 
On November 10 after our regular chapter meeting much of 
the membership retired to the back delivery showroom at 
Davis-Moore Chevrolet for a judging school on some of the 
changes to the C-3 steel bumper cars.  As examples, Dallas 
Keller brought his ’68 convertible and I my ’72 couple to 
help demonstrate the changes. 

 
On the inside track, let me tell you, putting together the list 
of changes to bring to the attention of the membership was 
not an easy task.  The hardest part was not finding the 
changes, but limiting the number to a manageable figure. 
 
During the production of the earlier cars General Motors 
made the obvious model year changes.  Those changes might 
include changes in engines and horsepower, color changes 
and the minor cosmetic changes.  But hidden inside the cars 
is a nasty little creature called the rolling change.  This is 
the changes made during a model year production. 
 
The rolling 
changes may 

have been as a result of a vendor change, even though in 
that day and age GM used the 3 vendor philosophy.  Or, 
they may have been brought about by a solution to a prob-
lem area in production.  I didn’t know that the 1968 Cor-
vette had 3 different door panel designs.  And let’s not for-
get that as time marched on, improvements in manufactur-
ing and technology made the changes just make sense. 
 
Another reason for one of these rolling changes was the 
dreaded left-overs.  Everyone knows that there are little 
kids in China that would love to have what we left on our 
plates.  Well not wanting to waste anything, GM would use 

(Continued on page 4) 

http://www.ncrs.org/midwayusa/
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parts from a previous model year production in a new 
model year car until those parts were used up.  An exam-
ple is the carpet in my ’72, which is a left over from the 
’71 production year. 
 
Other reasons for not only the rolling changes, but model 
year changes was the dreaded federal government and 
their safety standards, the cosmetics of making the old 
look new and pressure from the industry. 
 
Seatbelts, shoulder straps, side marker light size, tail-
light size and type, tires and many other hidden items are 
examples of government (DOT) mandated changes.  The 
change in the grills, gills to egg crates, wheel well flares 
are examples of cosmetics to make the old look new.   
 

One major change brought about by both industry 
pressure and government regulation was the way en-
gine horsepower generated.  Industry pressure man-
dated that the horsepower be measured with all en-
gine accessories installed, beginning in 1972.  Also, in 
that year our buddies at the EPA required all engines 
be capable of running on the “dumbed down” emission 
friendly unleaded gas.  So, in ’72 GM dropped the 
compression a little to keep from blowing up pistons 
and heads and put on things like oil pumps, alterna-
tors and water pumps when they went to measure 
horsepower. 
 
And the list goes on, and on, and on…  So, how do you 
learn all this stuff.  Well, one way is to know someone 
that already knows this stuff and is willing to share it 
with you.  Another easy way is to study the NCRS tech-
nical information manual and judging guide for the 
year car you own or are going to be judging.  These 
books contain a ton of information that will be neces-
sary not only if you are judging a particular car, but 
are way helpful if you are renovating or restoring a 
car.  Also, these year model assembly manuals for 
each year car have many of the changes noted in their 
pages. 
 
For the membership, much was learned as a result of 
the presentation.  For the presenters, much was 
learned in preparing for the school.  All things said, 
we all had a good time, and all look forward to 
doing it again.  Do I hear any volunteers? 

It’s radical fiberglass body was the only really new component on the 1953 
Corvette.  Everything else was off the Chevrolet shelf.  Because of this, the 

first Corvette was essentially a regular 1952 Chevrolet under the skin. 

Did You Know 
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The November 2012 monthly meeting was held on the 10th and called to order by Chairman Kurt Geis at 9:03 

AM (3 minutes after the proposed Chapter meeting agenda sent out to members prior to the meeting). There 

were 17 members in attendance. 

 

Chapter Business: 

 

 Kurt opened the meeting by welcoming those in attendance, especially those who haven't been here for 

awhile, which included a bunch of us that had to miss the meeting in October.  Kudos to those four who 

attended last month along with the two Smileys, one to talk and the other to write what was said and ac-

complished, verbatim!  Ask Bev what she really wrote to compare to what was edited for the newsletter! 

 Thanks to Dale Green and Kurt for the job they do with the newsletter each month.  It is being considered 

for entry into the Golden Quill program which awards auto clubs with monthly newsletters based on con-

tent and presentation.  From the feed-back that Kurt gets from non-members of our Chapter who receive 

our letter, some feel that we should enter the Golden Quill program.  

 Kurt, believe it or not, is running out of words for his entries in each month's newsletters or he is getting 

tired of reading his own material, so he made a plea for the rest of us to try to stimulate our own journal-

istic juices and contribute a tech article that could benefit each of us.  Dallas Keller, Kent Michael and Roy 

Ester were singled out to make a contribution, probably since they seem to be the only ones accomplishing 

anything on a Vette.  Roy pleaded some nonsense about not completing his elementary education or skip-

ping too many days when creative writing was taught, but offered (I think) to work with a ghost writer.  

Since Kurt is running out of words, but not subjects, maybe he and Roy can come up with something.  

We'll look forward to it, you two! 

 Richard York, looking hungry like his audience, informed us that our bank account showed that we had 

$2,526.41, plus our whopping $100 in savings.  This is after we paid for the two tents recently purchased.  

Richard has submitted to the National Board the paper work necessary for their contribution to our charity, 

which is a 50% match to what we raised at the “All Vette Show” last June.  We will be able to add to our 

contribution to the Heart Fund in December if ya'll come to the Christmas party and partake in the chili 

cook/buy off.  There was some concern as to where Joe Elliott would purchase his contribution this year, 

but I don't know why since he usually leaves it in the original Styrofoam container with some fast food's 

logo on it.    

 Kurt and Karin Geis, Dave and Jo Houlihan, and Dallas and Kerri Keller from our Chapter were at the 

Lonestar Regional in Frisco, TX the weekend of October 11-13 where there were 72 cars, all but 7 Sports-

man Class, to be judged.  Bob Demmel from Dallas, a member of our Chapter, and his wife, Sherri, also 

attended the event.  Kurt felt the judges were more liberal than usual.   That may have been a sign as to 

how the election in November was going to go!  As usual, Kurt spent more time on the food which was 

provided than the actual event.  He also expressed concern that they were going to change hotels next time 

and would have a different menu, chef and probably no chocolate desert.  Darn, and I was going to go next 

time! 

 

New Business: 

 

 Today, with the completion of our judging school right after the meeting, we will have completed the re-

quirements to attain "Top Flight Status" again for the third year in a row.  It's gotta be the leadership of this 

organization!  Ever since the Secretary was changed, things happened.  Like, membership is down and the 

November Meeting Minutes  -  Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc. 
Minutes Prepared By Chapter Secretary Jim Coote 
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complexion of the room seems more liberal.   

 Rick Smiley, with the help of his best half, Bev, informed us of a Corvette & Harley show in Hutchinson at 

the zoo next April.  The show on Saturday the 27th is a fund raiser for the zoo.  The show is from 10AM 

until 3PM or so, but you need to be there awhile before 10 for set up.  They are shooting for 300 entrants, 

so need the help of Wichita's three clubs.  When we get closer to the date we can talk about caravanning to 

Hutch.  Some, but not many, were concerned about Joe's safety in such a venue.   

 Kurt, with interruptions from Rick, led a monologue discussion on the purpose of the Chapter and the cor-

relation between the restoration part of the name (National Corvette Restorers Society) and judging 

schools.   Some have felt that too much emphasis is being placed on judging rather than restoring.  Kurt 

emphasized that the organization is not in existence to document authenticity for valuation purposes but 

rather to document the restoration of the cars to factory standards.  Judging schools are for educational pur-

poses to help members become familiar with car features.  The judging point system is to tell us how we 

are doing, not to be critical but to be helpful.  The mission of the NCRS is "dedicated to the restoration, 

preservation, history and enjoyment of Corvettes".  Whatever we do with our Corvette, we should be en-

joying them.  That's not so hard!  That's what the club is all about. 

 Nominations for officers were discussed with no one volunteering to replace the worn out present ones.  

None of those at the front table pleaded for replacement either, so guess next month's slate will have the 

same four names on it.  There will be spaces to write in your name if any of you change your mind.  The 

newsletter personnel are not up for changing, so don't even consider that as a possibility! 

 Kurt asked what the members wanted to do in the coming months, but guess it was too early in the morn-

ing for anyone to make a contribution.  Besides, our Treasurer did not bring breakfast and who can think 

well when under-nourished?  The board needs some suggestions, so when an idea crosses your mind, for-

ward it to one of us.  We’ll be most appreciative. 

 Our Chapter has had requests from other clubs and individuals for us to judge their cars.  Since we are run-

ning out of members’ cars to judge, we need to be thinking about taking on this responsibility, which 

means we need more tech sessions and more learnin’. 

 Dallas reported that “we” agreed to be a quad-sponsor for next year’s Lake Afton Auto event.  The four 

local Vette clubs have agreed to financially carry the event. 

 

Sometime after the meeting started, Kent Michael made a motion that we adjourn to the tech session and Roy, 

of course, seconded the motion.  Most were in favor of the motion.  

October Meeting Minutes  -  Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc. 
Minutes Prepared By Beverly Smiley in Jim’s absence 
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Member  ______________________________________________________________________ 

Address  _________________________________  City: _______________________________ 

State  ___________  Zip: __________ - ______  Email: _________________________________ 

Home Phone ________________  Mobile _______________  

List of Corvettes: 

 Year  Color  Style  Additional Comments for Corvette 

 _____   _______________   _______   _________________________________________ 

 _____   _______________   _______   _________________________________________ 

Restoration Experience (if any) _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Midway USA Membership Date ___________ NCRS Member #  _______ 

National Corvette Restorers Society 

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS 
http://www.ncrs.org/midwayusa/ 

Membership Application 

Membership Dues: 

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS ($20.00) __ Check # ____  Cash  

A NCRS Membership is Required. By Internet http://www.ncrs.org/membership/index.html 

    NCRS Membership is $35.00  By Phone (513) 385-8526 

 

Mail this application and check written to Midway USA Chapter NCRS: 

Kurt Geis  (NCRS-KS) Membership Chair / Chairman 

14123 W. Onewood Ct.  

Wichita, Ks 67235  

(316) 773-0774 

The Midway USA Chapter of NCRS 
promotes the enjoyment, preservation and restoration of Chevrolet Corvettes.  

We meet the 2
nd

 Saturday of each month at Davis-Moore Chevrolet 8200 West Kellogg. 

The National Corvette Restorers Society Mission 

     Formed in 1974, the National Corvette Restorers Society is a non-profit hobby group of 15,800+ fami-

lies dedicated to the restoration, preservation, history and enjoyment of Corvettes made from the model 

years 1953 through 1996. 

     If you are looking for a 1953 - 96 Corvette: The seller is telling you "the numbers match". Do you know 

what they mean? Are they truthful? Join the NCRS and learn from all of the information we have gathered 

in the last 33 years to make a wise decision when you purchase your Corvette. 

     If you already own a 1953 - 96 Corvette: No matter what you are up to, NCRS members have been 

there before. Benefit from all of the information we have gathered in the last 33 years to make better and 

smarter decisions as you restore and maintain your valuable Corvette. 

http://www.ncrs.org/midwayusa
http://www.ncrs.org/membership/index.html

