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1970 BODY DROP

when we all stuff ourselves 

and then complain we ate too 

much.  And then comes Christ-

mas.  But let us not forget 

that one holiday celebrated by 

mostly male members of hu-

manity and feared by fowl 

everywhere.  Opening day of 

upland game bird season, 

where some participants shirk 

far more important endeavors 

to once again tromp in the 

fields chasing and killing poor, 

defenseless little birdies, all 

for the opportunity to chip a 

tooth, or at least spit out that 

stray piece of buckshot.

OK, enough for the undercuts.  

November brings us as a chap-

ter, yet another judging 

school to be held immediately 

after our regular chapter 

meeting.  The school will be 

held in the delivery showroom 

at Davis-Moore Chevrolet and 

focus on some of the obvious, 

and not so obvious differences 

in a couple of steel bumper C-

3’s.

November also includes our 

membership to nominate those 

that they choose to take our 

chapter membership into the 

next year.  As a result of the 

change in the bylaws last year 

an officer position no longer 

has a term limit associated with 

it.  What that means is that an-

yone who would like to serve

may be nominated for an office 

and elected to that office.  It 

also means, as so aptly put by 

Dallas Keller, once you’re in 

that office you’re stuck there 

(Continued on page 2)

Yet another year has almost 

passed us by.  With the chang-

ing of the seasons, which looks 

like Mother Nature was fond of 

summer, along comes the time 

when many of us start thinking 

about putting our babies away 

for the winter.  We wrap them 

in blankets, plug in the bat-

tery chargers and give them a 

big hug for another season of 

fun and grins.  However, for 

some of us, it means a chance 

to take our babies to the cor-

ner of our garages to do some 

work on them that we didn’t 

want to do while the weather 

was nice and drivable.

Also, now is the time when we 

start thinking about the holi-

days.  Halloween, which is in 

many families, the most popu-

lar holiday, Thanksgiving, 
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Did You Know

1970
Corvette sales 

were the lowest 
in 8 years.  

Only 17,316 cars 
were built.
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NCRS Events Calendar
(National & Local)

NCRS web site http://www.ncrs.org  
then click on the Events link.

• Nov 10 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting,  

Judging School & 2013 Officer Nominations

• Dec 8 - Midway USA Chapter Meeting 

Officer Elections

Chapter dues are due

Christmas party & chili cook-off

• Dec 21 - Were the Mayan’s right or did they just     

run out of rock?

• Dec 25 - Christmas Day

• Jan 1 - New Year Day

• Jan 18 -> 20 - 56th Annual Starbird - Devlin Car 

Show @ Wichita, KS, Century II

• Jan 23 -> 26 - NCRS Winter Regional 

@ Kissimmee, FL

• Feb 21 -> 24 - NCRS National Judging Retreat @ 

Grapevine, TX

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc.

Officers & Committee Chairs

Chairman Kurt Geis (316) 773-0774

Vice-Chairman Rick Smiley (316) 729-8388

Secretary Jim Coote (316) 789-0005

Treasurer Richard York (316) 722-6199

Technical Phil Lorenz (316) 729-8987

Judging Tracy Crisler (620) 752-3131

Activities Dale Green (316) 636-241

Midway USA Chapter Merchandise
Midway USA Chapter Banner

2 x 5 is $25.00     3 x 7 is $57.40

X-Press Signs & Graphics (has moved to)

3845 W. Harry  (316) 613-2360

Midway USA Name Tag

$7.00 for either the magnetic or pin type

Can be purchased at Apple Graphix

2429 W Douglas Ave  (316) 942-5426

until you resign.  To rebut, or until you throw in the tow-

el.  I’ve heard thru the grapevine that there may be a 

couple of positions open this year, so if you would like to 

help steer this chapter into the future or know someone 

that would do a better job than the current group, speak 

up on the 10th.  No Jim, you can’t resign.

Spattered through-out this issue are photos taken at the 

Lone Star Regional in Frisco, Tx.  This year’s events fea-

tured seminars by David King on the virtues of a chapter 

judging chairman.  Terry McManmon again lead two days 

of advanced judging schools, Tom Ames brought us anoth-

er great seminar on paint and judging the stuff that coats 

our cars.  And then there were the cars, 72 very fine ex-

amples of Corvette, including a freshly restored ’53 that 

we all saw last year shortly after its public debut as an 

untouched car.  As was usual, C-2’s dominated the field 

for flight judging, with 7 PV’s and 12 Sportsman class 

cars.  And what report on a Lone Star regional would be 

complete without mentioning the banquet dinner, includ-

ing the chocolate cake.

One last business item before I quite boring all of you.  

Just a reminder, chapter dues of $20 per member are due 

in December.  We have already received the renewals for 

several of our members, so time to dig out your wallet or 

checkbook.

Well, I guess that’s about all I can ramble on about for 

now.  I look forward to seeing all of you at our meeting 

on November 10.  Did I mention the cake?
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Published by:
Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc.
14123 W. Onewood Ct.
Wichita,  KS  67235
email: midwayusa@ncrs.org
http://www.ncrs.com/midwayusa/

Proudly sponsors
Midway USA Chapter

of NCRS

Davis-Moore
Chevrolet

8200 W. Kellogg
Wichita, KS

(316) 749-4000

NCRS currently judges 1953 
through 1996 model Corvettes

Rounding for Home - By Kurt Geis

It was a dark and stormy night, when out of the dark-
ness came a….. Oh, wait a minute, that’s another sto-

ry.  

At 10:00 Sunday morning, September 30 a group of 
about 10 of the Midway USA chapter members met at 
the shop/garage of Dallas Keller to help him round yet 
another corner in the journey he started some 7 years 
ago.  That corner was the replacement of the body on 
his Laguna Grey 1970 convertible onto its frame.  Alt-
hough this is not the first time the two have been mat-
ed during the restoration process, Dallas’ intent is for 

this to be the last.

When the group began arriving, they were met by a very 
well prepared Dallas and Kerri.  Somewhat like a Christ-
mas poem, the body was hung by the a-frame with care in 
the hopes that soon it’s weight the chassis would bare.  
Once all that were expected arived, minus one very late 
comer, Dallas explained the process he had planned for 
the drop.  Each one of us had an “assigned” position and 
duty.  Some were balancers, some were aligners and some 

lifters.

After little discussion all took their positions.  With a few 
last minute adjustments made to the A-frame, Kerri re-
moved the supports from the body dolly and Dallas took 
winch switch in hand and the task of lifting the body be-

gan.  The winch made easy work of the lift.

Once the body was high enough to clear the chassis com-
ponents and engine, the frame was carefully rolled under 
the body.  The lifters lifted to clear the nose over the en-
gine, the balancers balanced to make sure nothing 
dropped abruptly and with little adjustment the frame 

was “eye-balled” into position.

Now for the tough part, lowering the body carefully onto 
the frame, making sure everything lined up.  Making sure 
all the “ears” on the lower part of the body cleared the 
frame.  What was truly amazing was that, when the body 

(Continued on page 4)
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was lowered, only minor adjustments were necessary to 
align all the body mount positions with the frame mount-

ing points.

The eight body mount bolts were started loosely to check 
rough alignment before the entire weight of the body 
was lowered onto the frame.  One last check using align-
ing pins Dave Houlihan had fashioned from long rivet 
bucking tools and many hours on a drill with a file and 
sandpaper and the mount bolts were ready to be tight-

ened.

Thanks to the advance preparation and planning done by 
Dallas & Kerri the entire project, body drop that is, took 
about an hour.  This all sounds pretty easy, but there was one little hitch that resulted in a very minor cas-

ualty.  

Once the body was in place and the bolts tightened a larger 
than expected gap in the rear passenger side door clearance 
was noticed.  While attempting to adjust the door gap spacing 
the front lower part of the door moved ever so slightly down 
and forward, and with this minor movement the edge of the 
door, when closed, came in contact with the front quarter 
panel and a small chip of paint about the size of a little finger 
nail clipping was knocked off the door.  Although small, con-
sidering the pains experienced while getting the paint on the 
body, any “damage” was, in my opinion, too much.  Yes, it 
can be touched up and probably go un-noticed by even the 

most discerning eye, but it’s still there.

By 11:30 the project was complete and most of the muscle 
was headed out to enjoy the remainder of their Sunday with 
family and friends.  Dallas had a smile on his face, and be-
fore we all left he commented “now I can start putting all 

the little pieces back on and get it finished.”

Dallas, we all look forward to the day when the car rolls on-
to the judging field, not as a project for a judging school, 
tech session or judging seminar, but to let us at it to start a 
judging history on the car with NCRS.  From what we’ve 

seen, you will be proud.
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The October 2012 monthly meeting was held on the 13th and called to order at 9:00 AM by the chapter Vice Chair-
man, Rick Smiley.  There were only 4 members present.  The remaining members must have had something more 
important to do, or just plain forgot.  The Chapter Chairman and a few others were attending the Texas Regional.

Chapter Business:

• Chapter Secretary Jim Coote sends a special thanks out to Bev Smiley for taking notes.  
• Much discussion on non-specific topics (BS) took place.

Old Business:

• National Convention is going to be in Hampton, VA.
• Chapter Treasurer (also absent) reports a bank balance of $2426.75

New Business:

• Immediately following the November meeting, Dallas and Kurt are having a judging school on the differences 
between the early and later steel bumper C3’s.

• Officer nominations for the 2013 year will be made, make preparation to nominate your buddy.
• 2013 membership dues are due in December but will be collected at the November meeting.  They are $20 per 

person (remember this is in addition to your national membership).
• There was some discussion about the purpose and direction of the chapter.  This will be discussed at the No-

vember meeting.

Meeting adjourned at  9:25 

October Meeting Minutes  -  Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc.
Minutes Prepared By Beverly Smiley in Jim’s absence
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Member ______________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________ City: _______________________________

State ___________ Zip: __________ - ______ Email: _________________________________

Home Phone________________ Mobile _______________

List of Corvettes:

Year Color Style Additional Comments for Corvette

_____ _______________ _______ _________________________________________

_____ _______________ _______ _________________________________________

Restoration Experience (if any)_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Midway USA Membership Date ___________ NCRS Member #  _______

National Corvette Restorers Society

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS
http://www.ncrs.org/midwayusa/

Membership Application

Membership Dues:
Midway USA Chapter of NCRS ($20.00) __ Check # ____ Cash
A NCRS Membership is Required. By Internet http://www.ncrs.org/membership/index.html

 NCRS Membership is $35.00 By Phone (513) 385-8526

Mail this application and check written to Midway USA Chapter NCRS:
Kurt Geis  (NCRS-KS) Membership Chair / Chairman
14123 W. Onewood Ct. 
Wichita, Ks 67235 
(316) 773-0774

The Midway USA Chapter of NCRS
promotes the enjoyment, preservation and restoration of Chevrolet Corvettes. 

We meet the 2nd Saturday of each month at Davis-Moore Chevrolet 8200 West Kellogg.

The National Corvette Restorers Society Mission
 Formed in 1974, the National Corvette Restorers Society is a non-profit hobby group of 15,800+ fami-

lies dedicated to the restoration, preservation, history and enjoyment of Corvettes made from the model 
years 1953 through 1996.

 If you are looking for a 1953 - 96 Corvette: The seller is telling you "the numbers match". Do you know 
what they mean? Are they truthful? Join the NCRS and learn from all of the information we have gathered 
in the last 33 years to make a wise decision when you purchase your Corvette.

 If you already own a 1953 - 96 Corvette: No matter what you are up to, NCRS members have been 
there before. Benefit from all of the information we have gathered in the last 33 years to make better and 
smarter decisions as you restore and maintain your valuable Corvette.




