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March’s Virtual Meeting
March 13, 2021
Note: Time 9:00 am

Chairman Ramblings- By Rick Smiley
Is anyone getting the itch to
get out and have fun? Well,
the Polar Vortex has
retreated and the
temperatures are rising and
the sun is bright in the sky
again. Question: Has
anyone ever heard of a
Polar Vortex before the
movie, Day after
Tomorrow? Just askin. It is
that time of year again
when we uncover our pride
and joy (or joys), dust it (or
them) off and hit the road.
And if this is not enough to
get your blood flowing, we
finally have some NCRS
events to attend close by.
So get out there and enjoy
your Corvette!!
I know I have probably said
this before, but I really
enjoy our video meetings. I
would really like to
continue this option for
those members who can’t
attend in person once we
get out of this virus
situation. That is a subtle
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hint for you Dale!!!! Videoconference meetings and
the virtual judging schools
have gone a long way in
keeping members active
and interested, not only in
our Chapter but in the NCRS
as a whole.
Speaking about keeping
members interested, how
about our very own award
winning Judging Chairman’s
C-2 Chassis school? Cecil B
DeMille has nothing on
Dave! (If you do not know
who this is, look it up!)
Dave always amazes me
with his video presentation
skills and to think this was
only Part 1! It was good to
see all the participation
during the presentation.
With questioning,
knowledge is gained and
you get a better
understanding of these
cars. Mark your calendar
for Part 2 in March.
Over the past few years

Dave Ewan was always there
for us and I believe he took a
liking to our Chapter as he
always found time to come to
our meetings when he was in
town on business.
Personally, I will miss Dave.
Over the years we became
friends and his assistance
and advice will be missed. In
closing, I am proud of our
Chapter for making a sad
thing a little better. Our
Chapter voted to honor Dave
Ewan on our roster as Dave
Ewan Region Director VII
Emeritus.
I hope all our friends in
Oklahoma and Texas are
okay after the recent
mind-numbing cold. Our
thoughts and prayers are
with you.
Still Chairman
of the very
“BORED”
Rick Smiley

Please Note Change in Official Address For Midway USA
Chapter

We did not renew our PO Box for 2021.
New Memberships or yearly dues
should now be mailed to:

Dallas Keller
13502 W. Rolling Hills
Wichita, Kansas 67235

NCRS Events Calendar

(National & Local)
NCRS web site http://www.ncrs.org
then click on the Events link.

Or click the underline link for registration
then enter your NCRS Forum credentials
then click the event to register

2021
Mar 13
Mar ??
Apr 10
May 8
May 13-16
Jun 5
Jun 10-12
Jul 10
Jul 18-23
Aug 14

Chapter Meeting (Virtual)
Part 2 Midway USA Judging School
Chapter Meeting (Virtual)
Chapter Meeting
Arizona Regional — Scottsdale, AZ
Midway USA Annual Car Show ?????
Heartland Regional—Cedar Rapids, IA
Chapter Meeting
National Convention—Palm Springs, CA
Chapter Meeting

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc.

Did You Know?

Established January 28th, 2009

Officers & Committee Chairs

1. C-1 1953-1962
1a. Which year(s) had the most options?
1b. How many options?
1c. Which year(s) had the fewest options?
1d. How many options?
2. C-2 1963-1967

Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer
Judging

Rick Smiley
(316) 729-8388
Seth Paulsen
(623) 229-2555
Jim Coote
(316) 789-0005
Dallas Keller
(316) 200-4125
Dave Houlihan
(316) 682-9729
Bev Smiley
(316)-729-8388
Chairman Emeritus Kurt Geis
Region Director VII Emeritus
Dave Ewan
Newsletter Editors
Kerri Keller & Jim Coote
Membership Chairman
Dale Green

2a. Which year(s) had the most options?

Midway USA Chapter Merchandise

2b. How many options?

Midway USA Chapter Banner
10” x 20” is $8.00 13¼ “x 23½” is $11.00
2’ x 5’ is $45.00 Prices good with $25 min
order. Prices include tax.
X-Press Signs & Graphics
5830 W. Hendryx Ave. Wichita, KS 67209
(316) 613-2360
Midway USA Name Tag
$7.00 + tax for either magnetic or pin type
Can be purchased at Apple Graphix
2429 W Douglas Ave (316) 942-5426

2c. Which year(s) had the fewest options?
2d. How many options?

(Answer on Page 9)
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Judging Chairman - March 2021 C1 & C2 Aluminum Valve Covers
This month’s focus is on those beautiful aluminum valve covers with “Corvette” script used on
our 1956-1967 cars with optional small block engines. Standard small blocks (and a few optional
engines) used stamped steel valve covers. Variations of those stamped steel covers are deserving
of their own article.
Information on these aluminum valve covers is scattered throughout Nolan Adams’ “Corvette
Restoration & Technical Guide Vol 1”. More useful, John Hinckley’s May 2004 article in “Corvette
Enthusiast” magazine is a comprehensive summary on these aluminum valve covers. This article
also seems to be the source of most web site/forum postings. John has posted much of this
information on several web sites – you will find him as “JohnZ” on various Corvette and Camaro
forums. Our NCRS, year specific, “Technical Information Manual & Judging Guides”, all have
judging details on valve covers.
These “Corvette” script valve covers have seven variants. Four of the seven changes are found in
our 1956-1957 TIM&JG. Differences include:
A. Absence/Presence of cutouts for intake manifold runner clearance (Figure 1)
B. Machining top “fin” for fuel injection air meter clearance (Figure 2)
C. Number of “fins” – 9 or 7 on Valve Cover top (Figure 3)
D. Staggered/Parallel Valve Cover Holes (Figures 4 & 5)
E. Height of “Corvette” script (Low 0.030” or High 0.125”) (Figure 6)
F. Absence/Presence of a casting
flaw (also Figure 6)
“Corvette” script aluminum valve covers
debuted in 1956 on dual 4-barrel engines
as part number 3726086. They had
9-fins without intake notches (Fig. 1),
staggered valve cover holes (Fig. 5), and
low script height (Fig. 6). First change
was addition of two cutouts along the
upper seal flange to accommodate larger
intake manifold runners. Intake
manifold and “notched” valve cover
change was
around serial number (S/N)
1650 (650th car). Valve cover part
number did not change and these
cover’s use continued into 1957.
(Continued on Page 4)
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Judging Chairman - March 2021 C1 & C2 Aluminum Valve Covers (Continued)
(Continued from Page 3)

Second change occurred in 1957 with
introduction of fuel injection.
Interference between fuel injection
Air Meter and the upper valve cover
“fin”, necessitated milling off the
top middle of this 9-fin. (Fig. 2).
This change occurred around S/N
1900. Some FI engines have both
covers milled, and some have a
milled (driver side) and regular
(passenger side) cover. No part
number change for this variant. Dual
4-barrel units continued with the
un-milled 9-fin valve cover.
Third change, also in 1957, was the
introduction of a new 7-fin valve
cover around S/N 2900 for fuel
injected engines. Dual 4-barrel
engines continued use of the 9-fin
valve cover until around S/N 3900.

There was a transition period from
around S/N 3900 through around S/N
4500 when dual 4-barrel engines used
both 9-fin and 7-fin valve covers (not on
the same engine I hope!). After around
S/N 4500, all dual 4-barrel engines used
the new 7-fin valve cover. With no part
number change this 7-fin cover’s use
continued into 1958.
Fourth change was in 1958 around S/N
3600, with casting molds being changed
to increase “Corvette” script height from
30 to 125 thousands. (Fig. 6) Again,
there was no part number change and
usage continued until March 1959.
In March 1959, cylinder heads were changed (3767465) (Fig. 4) and with this change, valve cover
hole pattern went from a “staggered” (1955-1959) to a “parallel” (1959-1986) pattern. (Fig. 5)
Cylinder head changes thus drove the fifth valve cover change and a new part number 3767493.
This 7-fin, high script, parallel hole pattern, valve cover continued into Mid-Year (C2) production.
Our sixth change was in March 1966 around VIN 17000 when a casting flaw appeared. (Fig. 6).
This “line through the “o”” resulted from years of cleaning the die mold used to cast this part.
Repeated cleaning and polishing resulted in wear on this die mold parting line. Valve
cover exterior shows this wear as a vertical line through the “o” in Corvette.
(Continued on Page 5)
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Judging Chairman - March 2021 C1 & C2 Aluminum Valve Covers (Continued)
(Continued from Page 4)

Six changes plus the original – seven variations. So how does this all judge? I think
this may be our April judging school.
Stay safe,
Dave Houlihan
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Judging Chairman - February 2021 Slides from the February 27th Judging School
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Judging Chairman - February 2021 Slides from the February 27th Judging School (Continued)
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Midway USA Calendar of Events - 2020

2021
Mar 13

Chapter Meeting (Virtual)

Apr 10

Chapter Meeting (Virtual)

May 8

Chapter Meeting

May 13-16

Arizona Regional — Scottsdale, AZ

Jun 5

Midway USA All Corvette Car Show??????

Jun 10-12

Heartland Regional — Cedar Rapids, IA

Jul 10

Chapter Meeting

Jul 18-23

NCRS National Convention — Palm Springs, CA

Aug 14

Chapter Meeting

Sep TBA

Adirondack Regional — Latham/Albany, NY

Sep 11

Chapter Meeting

Oct 9

Chapter Meeting

Oct 21-23

Texas Regional — Frisco, TX

Nov13

Chapter Meeting

2021
Chapter
Events
Schedule
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Swap-N-Shop For Sale

Did you Know Answers

FOR SALE:

(Continued from Page 2)

Gas Tank Anti-Squeak Pads for C2/C3 - Thick
like factory originals, 2 & 3 inches wide Pair
$25.00 delivered.
Call Dallas Keller (316) 200-4125

1. C-1 1953-1962
1a. Which year(s) had the most options?
1957, 1959, and 1960
1b. How many options?

1968 Only Wheel (1) K18 5 13 AG—$150,
(4)K17 12 20 AG—$600 set,
and (4) AG stamp only—$550 set.
Call Dallas Keller (316) 200-4125
Set of 5 1963/64 Wheels - $1,800 set
Call Dallas Keller (316) 200-4125
Set of 4 NOS Valve Stem Extensions for ‘68-’73
PO1 and PO2 Hubcaps $175 per set (shipped to
lower 48 states ) Call Dallas Keller
(316) 200-4125
1 Gallon of DuPont Lucite Acrylic Lacquer
Paint. DuPont Code 2930L
1959 Corvette Crown Sapphire Turquoise
1 full gallon - Mixed on 10/07/1982
$250.00
Kent - (316) 393-2192

4 Stanchions
$125.00 Firm
Dave Dennis
(316) 650-0152
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1c. Which year(s) had the fewest options?

1953
1d. How many options?

3

2. C-2 1963-1967
2a. Which year(s) had the most options?
1967
2b. How many options?

38

2c. Which year(s) had the fewest options?
1964
2d. How many options?

29

Bowtie Breast Cancer
Awareness Pins
$5.00 each
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Meeting Minutes - Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc.
Minutes Prepared by Jo Houlihan (sub for Jim Coote)

Minutes have been prepared by Jo Houlihan, as our Illustrious Scribe, Jim Coote, was out of town.
He said something about moving relatives from one location to another in the Greater KC region.
Out February 2021 monthly meeting was held on the 13th with 22 members in attendance. Our
meeting was to start at 9:30 but our Chapter Chairman was anxious to start and tried begin at
9:10. Dale quickly suggested to Rick that he needs to read the Zoom instructions for the meeting
a little closer. If he had, he would have noticed that the join the meeting time is 9:00 and the
start meeting time is 9:30. So everyone visited until Rick called the meeting to order at 9:34.
Old Business
Rick began by asking the Nebraska members for input to the meeting, as they had to leave our
meeting at 10:00 to attend Heartland Regional meeting.
Brad then took the floor and said he had nothing to report about the Regional, as this is their first
meeting. But then he continued on to explain that the Nebraska Chapter will be doing
registration. Brad explained about the “mini PV’s” that would take place on Wednesday, the
day before the Regional starts. The meet is being held at the fairgrounds which has a race
track, but he wasn’t impressed with its up keep. The Nebraska Chapter is hoping to have a
Spring meet but had no cars scheduled as of yet.
Rick asked Dallas to give the Treasurer’s report. Our checking account is standing at $3,578.18
with $100 in savings. Dallas also said he had sent in all the paper work to keep us legal for the
next year and keep us in good standing with National NCRS. Another topic brought up by our
treasurer was the cost of our post office box. It started out when we first got the PO Box at
$62 a year, and then has gradually increased to $106 last year, and jumped to $136 for 2021.
Dallas explained that he has not gotten but a couple of things in the past years, and that he
would recommend we not renew this year. He explained that any new membership
applications are being mailed directly to Dale or to his home address. Yearly dues have been
mailed to his home address as well, so there really is not need for the PO Box. It was moved
and seconded that we not renew the post office box and for Rick to return his key to Dallas.
Rick also said we would not be using pay pal for our yearly dues. Dallas was pleased to hear that.
Rick also added the National Board said there would be no Chapter Top Flight again for 2021.
Dale said he would record this meeting so the member leaving at 10:00 would be able to view the
rest of the meeting at their leisure. Either Dale or John Jones would add the link to our web
site.
No Secretary’s report as he is busy moving furniture, and he left no instructions with Jo about the
January minutes.
Rick spoke about the passing of Dave Ewan and whether we should do something to show our
respect. The thought was to honor him as we did Kurt when he passed. We would add him as
Region Director VII Emeritus. It was so moved and seconded.
Our Judging Chairman, Dave, was asked
if he had something to report. Dave is planning a
chapter online school February 27th. It will use part of Gary Bennet’s “C2 Chassis
presentation” with emphasis on CDCIF. Dave continued with saying that the two Regionals in
May and June are still on schedule, but COVID stats do not look good. At this time they have
31 cars registered in Iowa, 42 cars in Arizona, and 48 cars at Nationals. Our National Leaders
will keep us posted. Dave said there is a new Judges Resource Manual coming out this year.
Old Business and Other Discussions
Mike Rowley asked about our June car show and what he needed to do as activities
(Continue on Page 11)
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Meeting Minutes - Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc.
Minutes Prepared By Jo Houlihan, Sub for Jim Coote

(Continued from Page 10)

Chairman. Kent had the car show put in the Car Club Calendar. Dallas said there wouldn’t be
much for him to do because he and Kerri do 90% of it anyway.
Mike also said the Kansas House Bill dealing with tags for Antique cars has be reintroduced to the
House/Senate. He would send out the information to the members with a letter attached to
send to our representatives on the bill. The bill did not pass last year.
Kerri again requested more articles for the newsletter. She thought the activities chairman
should send in an article and Rick should write longer Chairman articles.
The Sunflower Swap meet held at Century II has been cancelled, but the Enid car show is still on
for this year.
With all that said, the meeting was adjourned.

Judging Chairman - February 2021 Slides from the February 27th Judging School (Continued)
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Date ___________

NCRS Member # _______

National Corvette Restorers Society

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS
http://www.midwayusancrs.org

Membership Application
Member ______________________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________

City: _______________________________

State ___________ Zip: __________ - ______ Email: _________________________________
Home Phone ________________ Mobile _______________
List of Corvettes:
Year

Color

Style

Additional Comments for Corvette

_____

_______________

_______

_________________________________________

_____

_______________

_______

_________________________________________

Restoration Experience (if any) _____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Midway USA Chapter of NCRS in Wichita, KS
promotes the enjoyment, preservation and restoration of Chevrolet Corvettes.
We meet the 2nd Saturday of each month, 9:00 a.m. at Davis-Moore Chevrolet 8200 West Kellogg.
The National Corvette Restorers Society is a non-profit hobby group of thousands of families dedicated
to the restoration, preservation, history and enjoyment of Corvettes. Membership in the National
Organization is required in order to join local chapters. Below is the website for the National Organization.
The NCRS has organized Local Chapters around the world. Local Chapters provide the opportunity to
meet NCRS Members in your region who share your love of Corvettes and the restoration and enjoyment
of these fantastic cars. Chapters hold local events such as Judging Meets, Judging Schools, Road Tours
and occasional social events.
If you wish to get the total NCRS experience you need to belong to one or more Local Chapters. The
NCRS membership is made up of people who join for the cars and continue for the wonderful friends they
have made. The easiest way to be part of that experience is through membership in Local Chapters.
Chapter Membership Dues:
Midway USA Chapter of NCRS ($25.00) __ Check # ____
Cash ______
Nat’l NCRS Membership is Required. Register by Internet http://www.ncrs.org/services/membership
Nat’l NCRS Membership is $50.00
Register by Phone (513) 760-6277
Mail this application and check written to Midway USA Chapter NCRS:
Dallas Keller - Midway USA Treasurer
13502 W. Rolling Hills
Wichita, KS 67235-8230
(316) 200-4125
Midway USA Tune Up
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