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Chairman Ramblings- By Rick Smiley
In my unbiased opinion, our
chapter is starting the year
off with a bang! January
brought an excellent
Judging School on Corvette
Holley carburetors, and in
February we had our first
Judging Meet. We had the
privilege to Concours Judge
Dave Dennis’s daily driver,
a beautiful Red 1962
Corvette. After all the
judges had submitted their
results, Dave was awarded a
Concours Stock Division
Blue Ribbon.
Congratulations Dave!
I would be remiss if I did
not give a “thank you” to
all of our members who
drove from Nebraska,
Lenexa, KS and Montezuma,
KS. And of course, thanks
to all our local members.
Without your help these
events would not be
possible.
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We are not stopping here.
For March we have Carl
Alter’s freshly restored
Silver Blue Split Window for
our judges to salivate over.
This will be a Flight Judging
Meet preceded by a Judging
School presented by our
Judging Chairman, Dave
Houlihan.
And the fun is not stopping.
For April we have a 1970
Coupe for Flight Judging
from Oklahoma City. Of
course we will have another
of our Judging Chairman’s
excellent Judging Schools.
This just in; we will have a
big block 1970 Coupe for
Flight Judging at our May
9th event. There will be
more on this later.
Now, let’s switch gears a
little. By now most, if not
all, have heard the C-8 has

started rolling off the
assembly line on February
10th. The number one car is
going to the Hendricks
collection for the nominal
fee of three million and
change!!
The Corvette Plant is running
three shifts to meet the
demand for the C-8, both the
coupe and convertible.
Those of you that have a C-8
ordered, your wait will soon
be over. Also of interest is
the new C-8R. It did well in
its first race. Remember,
this is a work in progress. It
is rumored the same engine
platform (flat plane crank)
will be in the next ZO-6, but
slightly detuned.
As a Corvette enthusiast we
have a lot to look forward to
in the future.
(Continued on page 2)

Chairman Ramblings - Rick Smiley (continued)

(National & Local)
NCRS web site http://www.ncrs.org
then click on the Events link.

(Continued from page 1)

See everyone in March.

Or click the underline link for registration
then enter your NCRS Forum credentials
then click the event to register

“The Chairman of the Bored”
Rick Smiley

Did you Know?
Fill in the 4 blanks:
(year 1) - ____________________________________
(what) - ________________

_________________

(year 2) - ____________________________________
(month) - ____________________________________
The (year 1) convertible was, in its era, promoted as
the last Corvette convertible. But looser (what)
resulted in the return of a Corvette convertible body
style in (year 2). The last (year 1) convertible was
built in late (month), (year 1). This was the last time
a Corvette convertible cost less than its coupe counterpart.
As an additional hint to what year 1 is, Catalytic
converters first appeared in Corvettes with the (year 1)
model. Dual exhausts were routed to a single
converter, then split for dual exit below the rear fascia.

Did You
Know?

(see page 8 for answer)
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NCRS Events Calendar

2020
 Mar 7
 Apr 4
 May 9
 May 14-16
 May 28-30
 Jun 6
 Jun 11-13
 Jul 11
 Jul 19-23
 Aug 8
 Aug 20-22

Chapter Meeting and Judging Event
Chapter Meeting and Spring Judging Event
Chapter Meeting and Judging Event
Adirondack Regional in Latham, New York
Rocky Mountain Regional in Loveland, CO
Chapter Annual All Corvette Car Show
North Central Regional in Rochester, MN
Chapter Meeting
National Convention in French Lick, IN
Chapter Meeting
Northwest Regional in Redmond, OR

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc.
Established January 28th, 2009

Officers & Committee Chairs
Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer
Judging

Rick Smiley
(316) 729-8388
Dave Houlihan
(316) 682-9729
Jim Coote
(316) 789-0005
Dallas Keller
(316) 200-4125
Dave Houlihan
(316) 682-9729
Bev Smiley
(316)-729-8388
Chairman Emeritus Kurt Geis
Newsletter Editors
Kerri Keller & Jim Coote
Membership Chairman
Dale Green

Midway USA Chapter Merchandise
Midway USA Chapter Banner
10” x 20” is $8.00 13¼ “x 23½” is $11.00
2’ x 5’ is $45.00 Prices good with $25 min
order. Prices include tax.
X-Press Signs & Graphics
5830 W. Hendryx Ave. Wichita, KS 67209
(316) 613-2360
Midway USA Name Tag
$7.00 + tax for either magnetic or pin type
Can be purchased at Apple Graphix
2429 W Douglas Ave (316) 942-5426
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Tech – 1963-1982 Frame – Dave Houlihan
(

Shout out to Willcox Corvette, 123 E. Maple Street, Jeffersonville, IN 47130
Web site: https://willcoxcorvette.com
Tech Install & Repairs section at: http://repairs.willcoxcorvette.com
Willcox Corvette also has several useful You Tube repair videos.
In particular, this posting on
Willcox’s site caught my attention:

1963-1982 Corvette Cross Member Welds
(If it’s welded on the blue lines,
it’s been hit)

Quick check on front-end
damage – photo shows frame
section attachment of lower
front control arm.
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Pictures from February Judging Meet — Brad Hillhouse
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Pictures from February Judging Meet — Brad Hillhouse
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Meeting Minutes - Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc.
Minutes Prepared By Jim Coote, Secretary

The February monthly meeting was held on the 8th, and called to order at 9:05 A.M. by our
chapter Chairman, Rick Smiley. There were 19 in attendance including 4 of our closest friends
from faraway lands, like Nebraska, Lenexa, and even Montezuma!
Old Business:
Our Chairman, Rick Smiley, opened the meeting by recognizing all of our out of towners, like the
rest of us didn’t matter. We were here last month when the weather was not fit for large dogs
to be out! Craig Stevens and Brad Hillhouse were down from Nebraska, John Hecker was in
from Lenexa and Stanley Schield trucked in from Montezuma. Mike Rowley decided that he
had had enough of the weather in Arizona, so he returned to Kansas weather for February.
There have been questions about his IQ, especially as I record this on a snowy day in February.
Rick felt a need to warn us about hugging Dave Funston since he is healing from some broken ribs
and we might just get smacked somewhere to equal the hurt we would cause to his healing.
Now why would Rick think we just might welcome Dave with a hug? When’s the last time you
got a hug for being here? Actually, if we were greeted with a hug, most of us would not return
for a second hug. Well, maybe those not married might!
Rick also welcomed David Dennis and thanked him for bringing his 1962 red Corvette for Concours
Judging this morning which will follow the business meeting.
Well, so much for our welcome.
Our Treasurer, Dallas Keller, agreed to update us on what he’s been doing for us lately, which
included all the filing of paperwork necessary to keep our status as a Not-for-Profit entity with
the State and the NCRS organization. After Dallas twisted some arms for yearly dues and paid
for our P.O. Box charge, which created quite a discussion on the need for that, he revealed
that we had a balance of $2904.60 in the account, plus our savings of $100 after 10 years!
New Business:
Dallas interrupted himself by announcing that he had “breaking news”, which turned out to be
that our June car show will again be competing with the Riverfest Classic Car Show in Century
II! We moved our date last year so as to not compete, but it’s too late to make changes now
since both events are publicized in the “Cars” calendar of events. This created a topic for
discussion, not on Rick’s agenda, but with not any noticeable positive results. The thinking
was that the two shows don’t affect each other much as far as the number of Corvette’s in
attendance, but we have lost member’s attendance to Riverfest when they were judges at the
event.
Since Dale Green, our membership chairman, was not in attendance today, Dallas offered to relay
the information he had received from Dale. Currently we have 10 past members who have not
renewed their membership yet for 2020. We are still hoping at least half will renew and be
able to attend our meetings and events. All will be contacted soon to try to motivate them
through intimidation, or maybe it’s just that we miss them.
After that discussion, brouhaha broke out between our treasurer and our chairman with the
contingent from Nebraska. Apparently it concerned dues cause money was being thrown
about, most if not all towards the treasurer or his representative from Nebraska!
Trying to distract from the commotion, the Chairman said, “moving right along, Attitude
Adjustment Hour will again be the fourth Thursday of this month, February 27 th”. Again, we
will meet at the Oasis, somewhere around 6PM.
Rick reminded us that the next six months will be busy due to all that the Judging Chairman has
lined up for us as far as Judging Events and Schools. Given that, not much is getting done on
Dave’s car due to all the time he spends on resourcing material for the schools. He needs
ideas and help with some of these chores. What would you like to learn about? Maybe you
could share something that you have learned in your endeavor to improve your “good
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weather” driver. And while you are thinking about what your contribution could be, don’t
forget the newsletter needs help also. Kerri, the editor and producer is always looking for
material to put in the monthly “Midway USA Tune Up”. Kerri’s plea was so sincere and
riveting that Brad spoke up and said he would send an article for next month. Actually, it may
not have been so much that there were tears in Kerri’s eyes. Brad just tends to speak up
when there is an opening! I mean, he’s always looking for ways to help in any way he can in
this organization. Thanks Brad.
Brad wanted us to be aware of what is going on in the Nebraska NCRS Club inth the next few
months. They had to change their Judging School date from February 15 to the 29th, the last
Saturday of this month. He has purchased a 1968 Vette out of New Jersey which needs some
rejuvenation and it will be the topic at the February school where we will learn how the rear
end/suspension was assembled at the factory. It’s kinda different than the way we do it in
our garage/shop. Then in April they will have a 1960 Shriner’s Corvette to look over. They are
trying to get a second car for the meeting. These Corvettes were ordered special in 1960 for
members of the Shriners in Omaha, NE.
Carl Alter, one of our few members who does total frame offs every couple of years attempting to
reach Roy Estes status, wanted to know if he is still on tap to have his latest Split Window
judged next month. He was assured by Rick and Dave that the club is counting on judging his
latest project next month. March’s meeting has been changed to the 7 th rather than the
second Saturday of the month due to a conflict with the Sunflower Swap Meet.
John Hecker
informed us that the Kansas City chapter is having a two-day Judging Event April 17th
th
and 18 . It is currently scheduled to be held in Columbia, MO, which for us is another 2+
hours. John says there has been some discussion on changing the event and the dates, so he
will keep us appraised.
Mike Rowley said he is working on preparing information on ECL codes which he gleaned from a
presentation from Bill Calorico. He’s going to send it to Dave and I believe one of them will
present it to us at one of our meetings. The subject brought up some comments from Dave
concerning the urgency of ECL codes. Can’t wait for the informative content of that school
knowing what I don’t know now!
Stanley, the man from Montezuma apparently sought information from the NCRS website about
a .050” shim in an engine he is overhauling. His education from the forum left him “wanting”,
not unusual when you search the web for correct answers. Bet that’s why he showed up at
the meeting today, so as to get good sound, accurate information. Probably our Judging
Chairman handled Stan’s inquisitive mind. If you are still curious about the shim, check out
the NCRS forum and see if you can help Stan, or Dave, with their quest for knowledge.
After that last subject, we decided that we should switch to our Judging School and then to
judging David Dennis’ ‘62. The meeting adjourned at 10:05.
Dues for 2020 are now $25.00 per year.
If you are a new member since September, you are paid for 2020.
Dues can be paid at the upcoming March Meeting.
If you are an out of town Member, please mail your dues to:
Midway USA Chapter of NCRS
P.O. Box 75273
Wichita, KS 67209
If you have not paid your dues, this will be the last newsletter that you will receive.

Swap ‘N Shop For Sale

Swap ‘N Shop Wanted

FOR SALE:

WANTED: NONE

Gas Tank Anti-Squeak Pads for C2/C3 - Thick
like factory originals, 2 inches wide Pair $25.00
delivered. Call Dallas Keller (316) 200-4125

Isn’t somebody looking for something
Corvette related?

1968 Only Wheel (1) K18 5 13 AG—$150,
(4)K17 12 20 AG—$600 set,
and (4) AG stamp only—$550 set.
Call Dallas Keller (316) 200-4125
Set of 5 1963/64 Wheels - $2,200 set
Call Dallas Keller (316) 200-4125
Set of 4 NOS Valve Stem Extensions for ‘68-’73
PO1 and PO2 Hubcaps $175 per set (shipped to
lower 48 states ) Call Dallas Keller
(316) 200-4125

Remember, many NCRS members read
this newsletter.

Bowtie Breast Cancer
Awareness Pins
$5.00 each

1 Gallon of DuPont Lucite Acrylic Lacquer
Paint. DuPont Code 2930L
1959 Corvette Crown Sapphire Turquoise
1 full gallon - Mixed on 10/07/1982
$250.00
Kent - (316) 393-2192
Trailing Arms from 1974 Vette. Replaced with
new as these need to be re-bushed. Owner
didn't mind spending the bucks for total
replacement. $300 each.
Contact Jim Coote for info (316) 789-0005

(Answer Did you Know? From Page 2)
The (1975) convertible was, in its era,
promoted as the last Corvette convertible.
But looser (federal regulations) resulted in
the return of a Corvette convertible body
style in (1986). The last (1975) convertible
was built in late (July), (1975). This was
the last time a Corvette convertible cost
less than its coupe counterpart.
As an additional hint to what year 1 is,
Catalytic converters first appeared in
Corvettes with the (1975) model. Dual
exhausts were routed to a single
converter, then split for dual exit below
the rear fascia.
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Midway USA Calendar of Events - 2020

2020
Mar 7

Chapter Meeting, Judging Meet, Judging School

Mar 26

Attitude Adjustment

Apr 4

Chapter Meeting, Judging Meet, Judging School

April 11

Nebraska Chapter Meeting and Spring Judging Meet

Apr 17-18

Kansas City Chapter Judging Meet—Columbia, MO

Apr 23

Attitude Adjustment

May 9

Chapter Meeting, Judging Meet, Judging School

May 14-16

Adirondack Regional in Latham, New York

May 28-30

Rocky Mountain Regional in Loveland, Colorado

Jun 6

Chapter Meeting and Annual Midway USA Charity Car Show

Jun 11-13

North Central Regional in Rochester, Minnesota

Jun 25

Attitude Adjustment

Jul 11

Chapter Meeting

Jul 19-23

National Convention in French Lick, Indiana

Aug 8

Chapter Meeting

Aug 20-22

Northwest Regional in Redmond, OR

Aug 27

Attitude Adjustment

Sep 12

Chapter Meeting

Sep 24

Attitude Adjustment

Oct 10

Chapter Meeting

Oct 22-24

Texas Regional in Frisco, TX

Nov 14

Chapter Meeting

Midway USA Tune Up

2020
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Date ___________

NCRS Member # _______

National Corvette Restorers Society

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS
http://www.midwayusancrs.org

Membership Application
Member ______________________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________

City: _______________________________

State ___________ Zip: __________ - ______ Email: _________________________________
Home Phone ________________ Mobile _______________
List of Corvettes:
Year

Color

Style

Additional Comments for Corvette

_____

_______________

_______

_________________________________________

_____

_______________

_______

_________________________________________

Restoration Experience (if any) _____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Midway USA Chapter of NCRS in Wichita, KS
promotes the enjoyment, preservation and restoration of Chevrolet Corvettes.
We meet the 2nd Saturday of each month, 9:00 a.m. at Davis-Moore Chevrolet 8200 West Kellogg.
The National Corvette Restorers Society is a non-profit hobby group of thousands of families dedicated
to the restoration, preservation, history and enjoyment of Corvettes. Membership in the National
Organization is required in order to join local chapters. Below is the website for the National Organization.
The NCRS has organized Local Chapters around the world. Local Chapters provide the opportunity to
meet NCRS Members in your region who share your love of Corvettes and the restoration and enjoyment
of these fantastic cars. Chapters hold local events such as Judging Meets, Judging Schools, Road Tours
and occasional social events.
If you wish to get the total NCRS experience you need to belong to one or more Local Chapters. The
NCRS membership is made up of people who join for the cars and continue for the wonderful friends they
have made. The easiest way to be part of that experience is through membership in Local Chapters.
Chapter Membership Dues:
Midway USA Chapter of NCRS ($25.00) __ Check # ____
Cash ______
Nat’l NCRS Membership is Required. Register by Internet http://www.ncrs.org/services/membership
Nat’l NCRS Membership is $50.00
Register by Phone (513) 760-6277
Mail this application and check written to Midway USA Chapter NCRS:
Dallas Keller - Midway USA Treasurer
13502 W. Rolling Hills
Wichita, KS 67235-8230
(316) 200-4125
Midway USA Tune Up
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