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Chairman Ramblings- By Rick Smiley
December is my favorite
time of year, the cold and
snow and of course
Christmas. On the down
side, it is also the time of
year our Corvettes go into
hibernation. As has become
my tradition, December is
when I reflect back on 2019
at our Chapter’s and the
member’s achievements
and wonder where did the
year go??
There is no better way to
start January off than with
a judging school on
Concours Judging. Starting
this year, Chapters are
eligible to judge Concours
Corvettes.
For February, Carl Alter
presented our first tech
session on 1953 to 1963
horn restoration.
March was a very busy
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month. It started with a
Judging School on mid-year
trim tags. Then several
members headed to Dallas,
Texas for the NCRS National
Judging Retreat in Dallas.
Several members attended
as students and a few
members were instructors
on the judging floor. Bev
received an extra surprise
as her 2000 Hardtop was
selected to be one of the
Corvettes on the judging
floor for the students to
scrutinize. Gotta say, I am
pretty proud of her.
April was another very busy
month. It was again time
for our Chapter’s spring
Judging Event and Judging
School. On the judging
floor we were privileged to
have a very original ‘63,
340 horse roadster (Third
Flight) and a ‘93 40th
Anniversary Ruby Red

Coupe (Top Flight). Then,
several of us headed to
Cincinnati, OH, for the
Queen City Regional. No
sooner had we arrived home
then it was off to Tulsa for
the Oklahoma Chapter’s
Judging School and Judging
Event.
May was a rather slow month
starting with a judging school
on Dave Brigham’s Concours
presentation from the NCRS
retreat in Dallas, Texas, and
concluding with a trip to the
Nebraska Judging School and
Judging Event in Lincoln, NE.
June brought our annual All
Corvette Car Show to benefit
the American Cancer
Society, followed by our road
trip to the Lake Afton All
Wheels Car Show.
Bloomington Gold was held
(Continued on page 2)

Chairman Ramblings - Rick Smiley (continued)

NCRS Events Calendar

(Continued from page 1)

(National & Local)
NCRS web site http://www.ncrs.org
then click on the Events link.

this year in Indianapolis, IN. I am proud to say that
Brad Hillhouse received the coveted Bloomington Gold
status for his 1981 Red Coupe. Congratulations Brad!

Or click the underline link for registration
then enter your NCRS Forum credentials
then click the event to register

July in Kansas is HOT! So several members headed to
Greenville, SC, for the NCRS National Convention and
hopefully escaped the Kansas heat. While there, Dave
Houlihan picked up our ninth consecutive Chapter Top
Flight Award.

2019

July was also a sad month for our Chapter as Charter
Member Joe Elliott passed away.
August brought the first of two consecutive months of
Top Flight Judging and Judging Schools. We had the
privilege of Flight judging a ‘67 400 horse Marlboro
Maroon Coupe (top Flight) and a Modified Concours
Beautiful Dark Blue ‘71 Coupe (427 Award).
September brought our Chapter’s final Judging Event
of the year. Here we were presented with two freshly
finished Corvettes, a ‘63 Harley Davidson Light Candy
Root Beer Split Window (427 Award) and a ‘63 Fuel
(Continued on page 4)

Did you Know?

The Corvette received its first
major body redesign in 1956. With
the exception of what item which
was nearly identical , the 1956 was
visually completely different from
the preceding model.

Check out page 10
for the answers
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Did You
Know?
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2020
 Jan 11
 Feb 8
 Feb 19-22
 Mar 14
 Apr 11
 May 9
 May 14-16
 May 28-30

Chapter Christmas Party (No regular
meeting)
Chapter Meeting
Chapter Meeting
Florida Regional—Lakeland, FL
Chapter Meeting
Chapter Meeting and Spring Judging Event
Chapter Meeting
Adirondack Regional in Latham, New York
Rocky Mountain Regional in Loveland, CO
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December 2019 Judging Chairman Operations Judging Recap- Dave Houlihan

I had planned my December’s JC article to be a synopsis of “lessons learned” from discussions
during November’s Operations Judging School. Missed and missing from November’s meeting was
Brad Hillhouse. Brad’s earlier email response to my request for his “Frisco PV Experience,” had
also included an excellent “lessons learned” section.
Me being lazy and with visions of “sugar plums dancing in my head”, I thought I would just pass
his observations on.
Thanks Brad, and Merry Christmas to all.
Dave Houlihan
Brad,
“Other things: I think judges at all levels, chapter - national miss a lot of things in OPS. Radio
functions, wiper functions, gauge functions, etc. Every time I have been judged, they miss things
I am surprised they don’t check.
Preparation for OPS judging: KNOW YOUR CAR!!!
I can’t tell you how many times I’ve been a judge and the owner has no idea how to operate the
radio, wipers or door locks. Good grief, it’s like they just walked up to a spaceship and are told
you have 30 seconds before blast off to figure it out how to run this thing.
Radio and wiper functions are clearly explained in the owner’s manual if you just take the time to
read it. No one ever knows how to operate the delay or one touch mist / spray function. For
normal OPS judging, if you know there is a problem, just take the hit and move on. Judges don’t
want to hear the excuses about why the dog ate your homework.
Practice Practice Practice
1. Know how to roll the windows up and down, which way to lock and unlock the doors. Check
the inside lock knob button on your C3. They are notorious for falling off and will definitely do so
if you have not tested with them prior to OPS day.
2. Have an EXTRA Single key to use in the door lock that doesn’t have your 7 house keys, dog’s
picture, rape whistle and remote control for your kids Hyundai on it so you don’t scratch the snot
out of your doors when you are fumbling to find which key opens the door locks.
3. Know how to set your cold choke. I see people out there just pumping the s..t out of the gas
pedal trying to get the car started. Welp, you just screwed that one up.
4. WTH are those 3 buttons under the steering column of your C3? They are not for the power
antenna. Know what they are before you get to OPS. Got a 68-72, know how to operate the
wiper kill switch knob under the steering column too.
(Continued on page 4)
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Chairman Ramblings - Rick Smiley (continued)
(Continued from page 2)

Injected red roadster (Top Flight).
October started with the all Corvette autumn road tour to Eureka Springs, AR, car show.
And, October means it is time for good food and storytelling at our Chapter’s annual
“Octoberfeast”. Then many members were off to Council Bluffs for the Nebraska Chapter’s
Last Fling (mini regional) Judging Event and two Judging Schools. Finishing October was our
trip to the Texas Regional in Frisco, TX. Amazingly, the Harley Davidson Light Candy Root
Beer Split Window showed up for Regional Concours Judging and was awarded a Regional 427
Award along with the Participant’s Choice Award. As if all the accolades where not enough,
Jim Coote was awarded his Master Judges Hat. Also in attendance for PV was the Cornhusker
Red ‘81 Coupe belonging to Brad Hillhouse. Due to heavy rains on Friday and part of
Saturday, Brad had to wait and wait and wait. Finally Brad was off and after what seemed
like a very long time, Brad returned with a big smile and we all knew he had passed the
dreaded PV challenge.
November is here and finally we are slowing down. All we had this month was a Judging
school on PV/Concours operations.
December is here and our Chapter’s Christmas Party is just around the corner. To grace our
member’s palates there will be a smoked spiral cut ham, BBQ brisket and all the fixings.
When I sat down and started to compose my end of the year ramblings I thought it would be a
piece of cake. As you have read, our small Chapter did a tremendous amount of work and
travel this year.
I know I have missed some names and events, for this I apologize.
Thanks to every one of our members for making 2019 a great success.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Beverly and Rick Smiley

December 2019 Judging Chairman Operations Judging Recap- Dave Houlihan
(Continued from page 3)

5. Know how to reset your clock. Its not rocket science, but you can turn it all day long if you
don’t pull it out, you are not going to get the hands to move.
Did I answer all the questions? I can ramble on for 2 more hours if you need more material.
(lightly edited – D.H.)
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Christmas Party Map — Mike Rowley
To all Midway USA NCRS members - Christmas Party Location
View 2353 N Zoo Park Cir in Google Maps. The location is a few blocks East and North of 21st and
Hoover.
Park in front of the building to the left of the gates, the building is where our event will be
held. If the parking lot is full you can park in the circle in front of the building. Please leave the
entry exit gates open for other owners who may be coming in/out of the facility.
Call me if you have any questions. Mike Rowley – 316-708-2016
Please bring a side dish that will go with ham and brisket. The club will furnish tea and water, so if you want
something else to drink, please bring your own.
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National Corvette Restorers Society Board of Directors Meeting October 2019

NATIONAL CORVETTE RESTORERS SOCIETY
Board of Directors Meeting
Frisco, Texas

October 24, 2019
NCRS Board of Directors Meeting was called to order at 9:30 AM CDT
Present were:
Mike Ingham, Bill Baker, John Ballard (phone), Mike Ernst (phone), Dave Ewan, Bob Johansen,
John Perrette, Sue Strawmyre, Mark Tulley.
Dave Brigham, Joan Burnett, Larry Colvin (phone), John Tidwell.
A number of general members were present in the audience.
Activities – Dave Ewan
Additional details for next year’s French Lick, Indiana National Convention – Dave
Ewan
Beautifully restored facilities.
Reviewed planned trips and attractions.
Louisville, Kentucky is closest airport but Indianapolis, Indiana airport is only 1.5 hours away..
This will be the first National Convention conducted under the new staff organization structure.
Volunteers are still needed.
Discussion regarding National Convention judging manuals.
Dave King will be bringing manuals to be used by judges at the National
Convention.
General Board sentiment is to use color manuals.
Should “use what we sell”.
Mark Tulley moved, and Bill baker seconded, to use color manuals on the
judging field at the National Convention.
Passed: 9 for, None against.
2020 Regional schedule – Dave Ewan.
Reviewed plans and sites.
Mark Tulley requested that people make every effort to attend the Adirondack Chapter Regional.
2021 Regional schedule – Dave Ewan.
Reviewed plans and sites.
Florida Regional has been approved for 2021 and 2022 at the current Lakeland site.
Bloomington site needs further investigation before approval.
Concerns about hotel quality.
Need to investigate hotel availability.
Subject is tabled until concerns are resolved and will be decided using email
approval voting.
Florida Regional Status – Dave Ewan.
The Chapter is happy with the Lakeland site.
Will be conducted in conjunction with Carlisle.
Midway USA Tune Up
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OctoberFeast Pictures — Mike Rowley and Dale Green (continued)
(Continued from page 6)

(Continued on page 7)

Old Business
Review and Update Status of Action Item List – Larry Colvin.
Action items were updated and removed, if complete.
Send items for New Director Info package to Mike Ernst & John Perrette.
Status of Proposed Inter-Mountain Chapter – Bob Johansen.
Bob reviewed the progress made concerning the proposed new Chapter covering Idaho & Montana.
He believes they are ready to be considered for probationary status.
Bob Johansen moved, and Mark Tulley seconded, to accept the Inter
-Mountain Chapter for 1-year probationary status.
Passed: 9 for, None against.
Status of Central European Chapter.
Chapter has conducted its first Chapter judging meet.
Review Proposed Updates to Chapter Guidelines & Operations Manual – John
Perrette.
Reorganized sections of the manual regarding mandatory tax filing.
Defined penalties.
Defined retention and storage recommendations.
Reviewed other change proposals.
New Business
Mark Tulley requested that Directors remind their Chapters that applications for charity
matching funds are due by December 15, 2019.
Carlton spoke about a documentary being produced which covers NCRS involvement in
the establishment of the National Corvette Museum.
Bill Baker moved, and Mark Tulley seconded, to adjourn the meeting.
Passed: 9 for, None against.
The meeting adjourned at 11:05 AM CDT.
____________________________________________________________________

Date of the next Board meeting: Wednesday March 18, 2020 in Indianapolis, Indiana.
Respectfully submitted,
Larry Colvin
NCRS Secretary
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Meeting Minutes - Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc.
Minutes Prepared By Jim Coote, Secretary

The November 2019 monthly meeting was held on the 9th, and called to order at 9:04 A.M. by our
chapter Chairman, Rick Smiley. There were 18 in attendance.
Old Business:
Rick opened the meeting by recognizing two of our members who don’t get to attend very often.
I could have said that they just don’t come often, but I like to give them the benefit of my
doubt that they have good reasons why they aren’t in our audience more often. Both come
from a long ways off, 90 miles or more, which would be reason enough for me. Did I mention
that their names are John Rupright from Salina and Stanley Schield from Montezuma? Well if I
didn’t, those are their names! I’m not sure if Rick recognized the other 16 who attended, but
I’m sure he was glad most of us were there.
Rick called special attention to Carl Alter who just returned from a “Kansas Honor Flight” which
has been created to honor the veterans of World War II, The Korean and the Vietnam Wars.
It’s a 3 day and 2 nights trip to Washington in honor and remembrance of their service so that
they can visit their memorials in the DC area. Carl spoke briefly of the trip and certainly
appreciated the honor of being one of the participants. I mean participants of the trip, not of
the Vietnam War!
Dallas Keller, our treasurer, was given the opportunity to share with us the financial status of the
club, which he likes to do. Since the Octoberfeast picnic, Dallas has collected 4 peoples’
dues, which brought our bank statement up to $2,527.26 and our stale $100 in savings.
The secretary was asked if he had anything to say, and not wanting to appear speechless, he
complained that the Chairman’s Ramblings were incorrect. Incorrect in calling the “Peoples’
Choice Award” at the Texas Regional, the “Ladies Choice”. Now that he has had time to
admire his pink ribbon with “Ladies Choice” in bold print on it, he has decided to quit
complaining about it and just soak in the unexpected honor. Except he still wonders why so
many males voted for an activity that apparently was created for the ladies! Anybody got any
explanations?
Dale Green, our Membership Chairman, when asked for his contributions, said he had none. That
is extremely unusual for him, but we were just glad that he was in attendance rather than on
his way to or from Colorado for his job. Rick thanked him for hosting the “Octoberfeast”
again in their clubhouse. He and Dallas also did the cooking.
New Business:
Rick reminded the attendees that at the October meeting it was decided that due to the holiday
season the Attitude Adjustment Hour should be cancelled and picked up again in January,
when it will be “needed” more. Hope the usual attendees can make it till then without any
adjustment. The holidays are sometimes stressful, but we’ll just have to do our own
adjustments alone.
Mike Rowley, our Christmas party host this year, alerted us to an email we should have in our
in-box when we get home that has a map that will direct us to the party location. His Car
Condo building has a separate club-house where the gathering will take place. Parking in the
circle is perfectly okay, so don’t hesitate to use it. Guess we won’t know what that means
until we get there, which by the way should be about 6PM on Friday, December the 6 th. Bring
a side dish and don’t worry about what you are going to eat with it as Phil Lorenz has
volunteered to be responsible for the ham. What a guy!
Our Vice Chairman acknowledged Rick’s next question by saying he had nothing to say until as
Judging Co-Chairperson he would have a program. He said all that with a kinda smirk on his
face, which left us guessing as to what was in store for us in a few minutes. His judging
Midway USA Tune Up
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Meeting Minutes - Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc.
Minutes Prepared By Jim Coote, Secretary

programs are always worth sticking around for because he does such a good job in educating
us for our judging role.
Rick, trying hard not to leave anybody out, or maybe he just didn’t have much on his agenda,
asked the other Judging Co-Chairperson, his wife Bev, if she had anything to say. “Nothing”,
was her answer. It must really be quiet in their home! Maybe Bev saves most of her
comments until they get home, who knows?
There was a brief discussion between Rick and Dallas about a missing “Chapter Top Flight Decal”
that most of us were not aware of, but somehow they worked it out and secured another one
which they assured each other would not go missing. That decal was for 2018, which means
the club chapter has earned “Top Flight” every year since coming off of our first year
probationary period. Congrats to all members for helping us achieve another honor from the
NCRS.
Speaking of the Chapter award, having heard what a chore the new guidelines are for achieving
the award, John Rupright volunteered to help Rick with all of the paperwork requirements
next year. The two discussed the problems and issues with the new regulations and I think
came to an agreement that Rick would contact John if he figured out how working together
would cut down on the laborious chores associated with continuing to be a “Top Flight
Chapter”. Stay tuned as I’m sure Rick will keep us appraised with the challenges.
It was pointed out that Dallas and Kerri both received a “Challenge” coin award for their work on
the 1970-1972 Judging Manual. Congrats to both of you. You should have gotten a “pink
ribbon” for all your hard work!
And at 9:50 we were adjourned as Rick was excited to hear what our Judging Chair-Dave had in
store for us in another one of his entertaining and educational judging schools.

Dues for 2020 are now
$25.00 per year.
If you are a new member
since September, you are
paid for 2020.
Dues can be paid at the
upcoming December Meeting.
If you are an out of town Member,
please mail your dues to:
Midway USA Chapter of NCRS
P.O. Box 75273
Wichita, KS 67209
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Swap ‘N Shop

Bowtie Breast Cancer
Awareness Pins
$5.00 each

FOR SALE:
Gas Tank Anti-Squeak Pads for C2/C3 - Thick
like factory originals, 2 inches wide Pair $25.00
delivered. Call Dallas Keller (316-200-4125)
1968 Only Wheel (1) K18 5 13 AG—$150,
(4)K17 12 20 AG—$600 set,
and (4) AG stamp only—$550 set.
Call Dallas Keller (316) 200-4125
Set of 5 1963/64 Wheels - $2,200 set
Call Dallas Keller (316) 200-4125
Auto Twirler Rotisserie with the Corvette Cart
$2,500 Call Dave (316) 650-0152

Did You Know Answer:

(from page 2)

The Corvette received its first major body
redesign in 1956. With the exception of the
instrument panel which was nearly identical,
the 1956 was visually completely different
from the preceding model. The new design
featured roll-up glass windows with power
assist optional, external door handles and
locks, exposed headlights with chrome
surround bezels (except very early production
which were painted), and a sculptured side
cove which permitted the Corvette’s fist
two-tone paint combinations.

Set of 4 NOS Valve Stem Extensions for ‘68-’73
PO1 and PO2 Hubcaps $175 per set (shipped to
lower 48 states ) Call Dallas Keller
(316-200-4125)
1 Gallon of DuPont Lucite Acrylic Lacquer
Paint. DuPont Code 2930L
1959 Corvette Crown Sapphire Turquoise
1 full gallon - Mixed on 10/07/1982
$250.00
Kent - 316-393-2192
—————————————–——————————————————————————————

WANTED:
NONE

Isn’t somebody looking for
something Corvette related?
Remember, many NCRS
members read this newsletter.
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Midway USA Calendar of Events - 2019

2019
Dec 6

Christmas Party — Mike Rowley’s Car Condo Clubhouse
(No regular meeting)

2020

2019

Jan 11

Chapter Meeting

Jan 23

Attitude Adjustment

Feb 8

Chapter Meeting

Feb 19-22

Florida Regional in Lakeland, FL

Feb 27

Attitude Adjustment

Mar 14

Chapter Meeting

Mar 26

Attitude Adjustment

April 11

Chapter Meeting and Spring Judging Meet

Apr 23

Attitude Adjustment

May 9

Chapter Meeting

May 14-16

Adirondack Regional in Latham, New York

May 28-30

Rocky Mountain Regional in Loveland, Colorado

Jun 6

Chapter Meeting and Annual Midway USA Charity Car Show

Jun 11-13

North Central Regional in Rochester, Minnesota

Jun 25

Attitude Adjustment

Jul 11

Chapter Meeting

Jul 19-23

National Convention in French Lick, Indiana

Aug 8

Chapter Meeting

Aug 20-22

Northwest Regional in Redmond, OR

Aug 27

Attitude Adjustment

Sep 12

Chapter Meeting

Sep 24

Attitude Adjustment

Oct 10

Chapter Meeting

Oct 22-24

Texas Regional in Frisco, TX

Nov 14

Chapter Meeting
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Date ___________

NCRS Member # _______

National Corvette Restorers Society

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS
http://www.midwayusancrs.org

Membership Application
Member ______________________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________

City: _______________________________

State ___________ Zip: __________ - ______ Email: _________________________________
Home Phone ________________ Mobile _______________
List of Corvettes:
Year

Color

Style

Additional Comments for Corvette

_____

_______________

_______

_________________________________________

_____

_______________

_______

_________________________________________

Restoration Experience (if any) _____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Midway USA Chapter of NCRS in Wichita, KS
promotes the enjoyment, preservation and restoration of Chevrolet Corvettes.
We meet the 2nd Saturday of each month, 9:00 a.m. at Davis-Moore Chevrolet 8200 West Kellogg.
The National Corvette Restorers Society is a non-profit hobby group of thousands of families dedicated
to the restoration, preservation, history and enjoyment of Corvettes. Membership in the National
Organization is required in order to join local chapters. Below is the website for the National Organization.
The NCRS has organized Local Chapters around the world. Local Chapters provide the opportunity to
meet NCRS Members in your region who share your love of Corvettes and the restoration and enjoyment
of these fantastic cars. Chapters hold local events such as Judging Meets, Judging Schools, Road Tours
and occasional social events.
If you wish to get the total NCRS experience you need to belong to one or more Local Chapters. The
NCRS membership is made up of people who join for the cars and continue for the wonderful friends they
have made. The easiest way to be part of that experience is through membership in Local Chapters.
Chapter Membership Dues:
Midway USA Chapter of NCRS ($25.00) __ Check # ____
Cash ______
Nat’l NCRS Membership is Required. Register by Internet http://www.ncrs.org/services/membership
Nat’l NCRS Membership is $45.00
Register by Phone (513) 760-6277
Mail this application and check written to Midway USA Chapter NCRS:
Dale Green - Midway USA Membership Admin
2105 N. Glen Wood Ct.
Wichita, KS 67230-1771
(316) 636-2410
Midway USA Tune Up
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