
Fuel Injected roadster for 
Flight Judging.  We had a last 
minute entry, Jim Coote. He 
brought his beautiful Harley 
Davidson Candy Root Beer 
1963 Coupe for Concours 
Judging.  Congratulations to 
Nelson on his Top Flight 
Award and Jim on his 427 
Award.  Both cars will be 
traveling to the Lone Star       
Regional in Frisco, Texas.  
Earlier I mentioned Jim was 
a late entry.  I should have 
said a very late entry as it 
was at 10:00 pm when Jim’s       
registration was accepted.  
Nothing like waiting till the 
last minute.  RIGHT?! 

I think this is where I need to 
ask the question; in what  
direction would our members 
like to see our chapter go?  
Without our out of state 
members and friends we 
would not have had enough 
judges.  Even with their help 

we were shorthanded.  What 
would you like to see more of? 
I feel we may have run the 
course so to speak on judging 
schools and events.  Not    
everyone is interested in the 
Judging aspect. Do we want 
more hands on school?  More 
technical schools?  What do 
you as members want to see?  
I would like for everyone to 
give this some thought.  We 
are planning next year’s 
events now.  I would like to 
discuss this in more detail at 
our November meeting. 

At our October meeting we 
have nomination of Officers.  
If ANYONE is interested in any 
of the officer positions, this 
will be the time to            
VOLUNTEER.  Our Chapter 
election will be in December 
with new officers taking over 
in January.  Good luck to all 

(Continued on page 2) 

Midway USA Chapter would 
like to welcome our two 
newest members; 

Nelson Tucker 

Kevin Mansfield 

Congratulations to all our 
members on our ninth     

consecutive Chapter Top 
Flight. 

REMEMBER OCTOBERFEAST 
October 12th at Dale Green’s 
Club House where we will 
have a short meeting prior to 
refreshment and food.  
Please remember to bring a 
side dish as the club will be 
providing the meat and 
drink.  Instructions will be 
later in the newsletter. 

What a surprise we had at 
our September Judging 
Event.  Presented for our  
enjoyment was Nelson   
Tucker’s beautiful 1963 red 

October 2019 Volume 11, Issue 10 

Midway USA Tune Up 

Find us at… www.midwayusancrs.org   (Ctrl click on all links) 

 Inside This Issue: Page Inside this Issue: Page 

Chairman Ramblings 1-2 Invite to Nebraska’s 
Judging Meet 

8 

NCRS Events Calendar 2 Invite to Octoberfest 9 

Did You Know? 2 Meeting Minutes 10-11 

October Judging Chair-
man  “Leave it Alone” 

3 Swap-N-Shop 12 

September Judging Meet 
Pictures   

3-5 Chapter Calendar of 
Events 

13 

Tech Article:  Using   
Syringe –Hard to Reach 

6-7 Midway USA Chapter 
Merchandise for Sale 

2 

  Membership Application 14 

Chairman Ramblings- By Rick Smiley 

October 12, 2019 

OCTOBERFEAST 

10:00 am 

Reed’s Cove Clubhouse 

Bring a Side Dish 

And  

Significant Other 
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NCRS Events Calendar 
 (National & Local) 

NCRS web site http://www.ncrs.org           
then click on the Events link. 
 
Or click the underline link for registration 
then enter your NCRS Forum credentials 
then click the event to register 
 

2019 

 Oct  12  Chapter Meeting Octoberfeast 

 Oct 24-26 Lone Star Regional—Frisco, TX 

 Nov 9  Chapter Meeting 

 Dec 6  Chapter Christmas Party 

 Dec 14  Chapter Meeting (Discuss Oct 12) 

2020 

 Jan 11  Chapter Meeting 

 Feb 8  Chapter Meeting 

 Feb 19-22 Florida Regional—Lakeland, FL 

 Mar 14  Chapter Meeting 

 Apr 11  Chapter Meeting and Spring Judging Event 

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc. 
Established January 28th, 2009  
Officers & Committee Chairs 

Chairman  Rick Smiley   (316) 729-8388 

Vice-Chairman Dave Houlihan   (316) 682-9729 

Secretary  Jim Coote   (316) 789-0005 

Treasurer  Dallas Keller   (316) 200-4125 

Judging   Dave Houlihan    (316) 682-9729 

    Bev Smiley  (316)-729-8388 

Chairman Emeritus Kurt Geis  

Newsletter Editors  Kerri Keller & Jim Coote 

Membership Chairman  Dale Green 

Midway USA Chapter Merchandise 
Midway USA Chapter Banner 

10” x 20” is $8.00    13¼ “x 23½” is $11.00 

2’ x 5’ is $45.00    Prices good with $25 min 

order.     Prices include tax. 

X-Press Signs & Graphics 

5830 W. Hendryx Ave.  Wichita, KS  67209  

(316) 613-2360 

Midway USA Name Tag 

$7.00 + tax for either magnetic or pin type 

Can be purchased at Apple Graphix 

2429 W Douglas Ave  (316) 942-5426 

Chairman Ramblings - Rick Smiley (continued) 

that volunteer. 

October looks to be a busy month; 

OCTOBERFEAST October 12th 

Nebraska Chapter Event being held 

 in Council Bluffs, Iowa 

 October 18th and 19th 

Lone Star Regional in Frisco, Texas 

October 24th thru the 26th 

Looking forward to seeing everyone at OCTOBERFEAST. 

“THE CHAIRMAN of the BOARD”  

Rick Smiley 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

 
  For what year Corvette are 
  all the following true? 
 
   Unlike past “all-new models which had carryover 
engines and drivelines,  this year’s Corvette had  
a completely new engine driving 
a rear transaxle, a Corvette first.  
Virtually all      interior, exterior 
and suspension components were 
redesigned for this vehicle.  This 
year’s Corvette was the first with a 
genuine “dead pedal”, a rigid resting or bracing 
place for the driver’s left foot. 
 
 
 

Did You 

Know? 

Check out page 12 
for the answers 

 

Did you Know? 

http://www.ncrs.org/
https://www.ncrs.org/forums/register/event-subscription.php


Published by: 
Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc. 

P O Box 75273 
Wichita, Kansas  67209 

info.midwayusa@midwayusancrs.org 
 

Newsletter Editors  
Kerri Keller and Jim Coote 

 

Chapter Web Site 

http://www.midwayusancrs.org 

Proudly sponsors 
Midway USA Chapter 

of NCRS 

Davis-Moore 
Chevrolet 

8200 W. Kellogg 
Wichita, KS 

(316) 749-4000 
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October 2019 Judging Chairman — Dave Houlihan 

 
Leave it Alone!   

Lately, a couple of interesting NCRS Technical Discussion Board threads. 

First.  Member, longtime member, wanted to know who could supply a reproduction V.I.N. tag for 
his 1966.  He has a proper state (AZ) issued V.I.N., but wanted to replace it with a repo.  Prompt 
response (correct response) from several members was to leave it alone.  Detection of a repo 
V.I.N. during judging would result in that car being branded “Counterfeit”, with appropriate    
action by our National Judging Chairman.   

Nothing wrong with a state issued V.I.N. tag.  Car can be judged. 

Second.  Member, different longtime member, wanted to know who could re-stamp a small block 
for his 1963.  Original motor was gone when car was purchased by his father (car was 7 years old 
at that time).  Current owner acquired an engine from a wreck that was 10 (ten) serial numbers 
away from his car.   

Casting number and case configuration on this later replacement engine is correct for his car.  
Casting date is within 6 months.  Engine assembly date suffix code is correct.  V.I.N. derivative is 
incorrect.   Good original production machining marks (broach marks). 

Again, several members properly responded, “Leave it alone”.  Currently, only issue here is V.I.N. 
derivative – a loss of 25 points.  Re-stamp of this block puts at risk 50 points for engine plant and 
V.I.N. derivative stampings, and another 38 points for loss of normal broach marks. 

Best to “Leave it Alone”! 

September Judging Event Pictures — Kerri Keller 

mailto:info.midwayusa@midwayusancrs.org
http://www.midwayusancrs.org
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Using Syringe to fill hard to reach filler holes — Brad Hillhouse 
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 There are many places on a Corvette that it 

is very difficult to reach to fill fluids.  Trying to        

remove the part to hold it sideways to fill    

usually won’t work, and getting a funnel into 

some places is next to impossible.  For small 

reservoirs, I have found that using a large     

syringe and a small piece of rubber tubing can 

really make the job easier and avoid spills. 

 In this case I needed to add transmission 

fluid to a power top pump and motor assembly 

on a 1957 Corvette after I rebuilt the entire  

hydraulic system.  During the rebuild, the    

factory brake fluid was removed and          

completely cleaned from the system.  After 

partially filling the system with transmission 

fluid and bench testing, it was time to install it 

back on the Corvette.  I did not want to overfill 

the reservoir on the bench and have a giant 

spill once installed back in the car.  I partially filled the system on the bench and then installed 

the cylinders, hoses, motor and pump into the car.  The plug to add fluid to the reservoir is in a 

very difficult to access location, so I used a large (60cc) syringe purchased from my local farm 

supply store and clear flexible 1/8 inch plastic tubing.  This    allowed me to see how much fluid 

was being put into the system, and using the syringe it is very easy to control the flow.  It also 

works well to suck back fluid in the same motion if you feel that you have overfilled it.  Other     

applications where this may be helpful is removing brake fluid from a master cylinder, filling a 

slave cylinder on a C4-5 and other locations. 

Brad Hillhouse 



Using Syringe to fill hard to reach filler holes — Brad Hillhouse (continued) 
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NCRS Nebraska “Last Blast 2019” Judging Meet Invite — Brad Hillhouse 
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N C R S  N E B R A S K A " L A S T B L A S T 2 0 1 9 "  J U D G I N G  M E E T  

October 18-19, 2019 
 

Nebraska Chapter "LAST BLAST 2019"  
2 Day -- Flight & Concours Judging 

& Judging Schools   
Friday - Saturday October 18-19, 2019 

Omaha/Council Bluffs, IA 
 

The Nebraska Chapter would like to invite you to our "Last Blast 2019" Fall Flight / Concours Judging and 
Judging Schools event.  This will be a 2 day, 5 point weekend for anyone that is able  to attend and judge on 
both Friday & Saturday and attend the Friday Judging Schools.  We are    accepting applications for 3 Cor-
vettes for Flight judging and 1 Concours Corvette.  Our plan is to select one Corvette from each generation 
to present a good variety of Corvettes for judging.  
 
We would also like to extend a welcome to all Sportsman Corvettes as well as anyone needing an additional 
Bowtie, Duntov, or any other Display as part of a National Award requirement.  Judging will be inside and 
Corvettes for special display will also be placed inside, room permitting.   There will be a special Reserved 
Display parking area just outside the entrance door for Sportsman and  all Corvettes driven to the 
event.  Observer Judges and NCRS members that do not want to judge are also welcome to participate and 
learn more about the NCRS Judging Process.  
 
We are excited about moving our judging event to a brand new indoor building and we want to make it fun 
and exciting for NCRS members from around the Midwest to participate.  The Nebraska Chapter is small and 
we appreciate the help from our neighboring NCRS chapter members to help make this a new location a 
success. 
Your $45 dollar registration fee includes 2 days of judging, judging schools, catered Friday night dinner on 
the judging floor, Saturday morning coffee & rolls as well as Saturday lunch.  Should you prefer to not join us 
for the meals, registration for the 2 day event will be $20.  Socializing with NCRS friends after the judging is 
part of the fun, so please click the box below adding the meals so we have an accurate count for the catering 
company. 
Location is easy to find just off Interstate 80 at Exit #5 in Council Bluffs, Iowa. 

 
The Gathering Room @ McCoy's 

1900 Madison Ave 
Council Bluffs, IA  51503 

Friday, October 18, 2019 
Registration 2-6pm 

Arrival & Unloading Judged Cars 1-3pm 
Operations Check 3-4pm 

Staging Corvettes inside building 4-4:30 
Judging Schools - 2 Presentations 4:30-6pm 

Official end of NCRS Judging events 6pm 
Social Hour 6-7pm 

Dinner On the Judging Floor 7-9pm 

Saturday October 19, 2019 
Registration Opens 8am 

Owners & Judges Meeting 8:30am 
Flight & Concours Judging 8:45am 

Lunch 12pm 
Awards Presentation 1pm 

Remove Cars from Building 1:30pm 
Goodbye Hugs 2:00pm 

Questions to:  Brad Hillhouse 

     (Nebraska Judging Chairman) 
     BradHillhouse@yahoo.com 

     www.NCRSNeb.com 

     402-730-689 

mailto:BradHillhouse@yahoo.com
http://www.ncrsneb.com/


Midway USA Octoberfest Chapter Picnic Invitation 
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Members Provide 

 Side dish or dessert to share (if    
undecided then bring a side dish) 

 Beverage (can be alcohol) if you 
have a favorite other than the     
variety of beverages provide by the 
club 

 Corvette to show off  in the parking 
lot 

Club Will Provide 

 Hamburgers, Brats, Buns, & Fixing's 

 Variety of diet & non-diet soda pops 
and water 

 Plastic ware including plates, cups & 
utensils 

 

 

 

 

 

2050 N Glen Wood ST, Wichita KS, 67230 

Starting from N. E. K96 & 21st North 

Go east on 21st ST 

Go past 127th ST approx. 1/3 mile 

Turn Right (south) into Reeds Cove 

Go two blocks and turn left into club house 

Directions 



Meeting Minutes  -  Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc. 
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The September 2019 monthly meeting was held on the 14th, and called to order PROMPTLY at 
9:00 A.M. by our chapter Chairman, Rick Smiley.  There were 21 in attendance including a couple 
of new members, one or two auditing to see if they wanted to become members and one         
intentional visitor from Salina, 90 miles to the North.  Brad Hillhouse comes so often that we    
almost forget to notice him.  On the other hand, he doesn’t let us forget him before the meeting 
is over. 

Old Business: 

After a very warm welcome from Rick to our visitors, new members, ones that have traveled from 
far off places and the regulars, he proceeded to help all of us understand who they were.  
Kevin Mansfield, a member of the National Organization, was visiting our club with interest in 
how the local club operated.  Nelson Tucker brought his newly finished 1963 FI (Rick taught 
me what that meant) roadster to be judged and it was his first time at one of our meetings.  
By Sunday, both names appeared on the new roster that Dale Green, our Membership      
Chairman, brought up to date.  Brian Esch came down from Salina to be a part of the Judging 
Event that followed a Judging School.  Joe Wills was also visiting us today and Tim Houlihan 
honored us with one of his visits.  Tim’s not retired like most of us so his time is a little more 
important to him, or so he thinks.  Brad Hillhouse and Gene Holtz showed up to help the       
Co-Judging Chairpeoples have enough judges for our event.  Thanks you two.  We appreciate 
your help. 

The Treasurer, Dallas Keller, was asked to reveal how much the club had in the bank.  The       
response was about the usual, $2,503.04 and our initial savings deposit of $100.00.  Not much 
change.  That included a $45 deposit for one of the cars to be judged today and $88 collected 
from the last Judging Event from the lunch donation jar. 

Dale Green, who was not present today, told Rick that he had done a new roster which showed 
we had 34 members currently.  By the time Dale got home that evening he had to redo the 
roster due to Nelson and Kevin.  

New Business: 

Brad, who hails from Nebraska, was asked if he wanted to talk about his upcoming event.  He  
kind of indicated that he wasn’t prepared to do so, but guess what?  He had no problem    
making us all feel that we should do all in our power to attend his two-day event.  As Rick 
said, “are you putting on a Regional Event?”  They have 3 cars lined up for their fall event and 
working to get a 4th.  The event is being held in Council Bluffs, Iowa on October 18 and 19.  
You need to register on the National Web Site if planning to be involved.  Several of our  
members are planning on attending in case you are not comfortable around strangers.  There’s 
nothing more strange than our members. 

Gene Holtz, from Edmond, Oklahoma, was asked if he would speak about their recent Judging 
Event which had 4 cars last month.  Several of our members were involved and they always 
seem to look forward to OK’s event and obviously must enjoy them because they keep going 
back.  Gene thanked them for their assistance.  He also told about a little fire that happened 
to a ’63 during ops when the lighter was pushed in.  C2 owners need to add a fuse to the  
lighter, even if they are not a vapor, if they want to avoid the risk of fire.  Roy Signor, the  
former National Judging Chairman, attended the meeting also and was welcomed by many 
who had dealings with him when he was Chairman.  

Next month our meeting will be at Dale’s neighborhood club house for our Octoberfeast.  The 
date is the 12th and will start at 10:00 AM instead of our usual start of 9:00 AM.  Meat and soft 
drinks will be provided by the club and attendees should bring a side dish.  The business     
portion will be short and overshadowed by some really good eats based on past performances.  
It’s very casual and once in awhile you might hear a subject other than Vettes,  
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especially if you sit amongst the women.   

Rick thanked Brad for his excellent article in the August Midway USA Tune Up newsletter on his 
experience at Bloomington.  If you didn’t read it, you missed reading about an experience we 
all dream about.  If you did read it, read it again.  It’s that good! 

Rick also thanked Dave Houlihan for his remarks and pictures from his participation at the        
National Event in Greenville, South Carolina in July.  The Houlihans do not miss too many of 
the National Events.  And Dave doesn’t need the points!  He’s already a 400 pointer! 

Rick, always worried about the future, brought up tentative plans for our Christmas gathering.  
This year Mike Rowley has invited the club to celebrate the holiday in his car storage building!  
Apparently this is not a building like most of us have; this is a place that is clean and special 
enough that he has asked us to come see it.  Mike has found a place where several individuals 
have rented space in a large building used just for storage and gatherings.  This should be a 
different experience for us on the holiday celebration.  In order to not rain on any other    
Corvette Club’s gathering we decided to have our Christmas Party on December 6 instead of 
our usual Saturday meeting date. 

Rick reminded us that election of officers is coming up soon, like December.  That means if you 
want to throw your hat in the ring for any one of four board positions, you will soon get the 
opportunity.  Or, if you want to volunteer someone else for one of the positions, I would    
suggest you start convincing the individual of their potential contributions.  We could use a 
new face up front don’t you think? 

Dave gave us his first impressions of sitting in a 2020 Vette at Carlisle.  They were brief but you 
could tell he was impressed.  Suspect he’ll be driving one soon as his current model is not  
current anymore! 

 

AT 9:20 A.M. Dave started his Judging School before we headed down to Davis-Moore’s garage to 
judge and be judged, two very gorgeous and very different, 1963 Corvettes.   

 

      



FOR SALE: 
 

1968 Only Wheel  (1) K18 5 13 AG—$150, 
(4)K17 12 20 AG—$600 set,                           
and (4) AG stamp only—$550 set. 
Call Dallas Keller  (316) 200-4125 
 
 
Set of 5 1963/64 Wheels  -  $2200 set 
Call Dallas Keller   (316) 200-4125 
 

 

Auto Twirler Rotisserie with the Corvette Cart 

$3,000   Call Dave (316) 650-0152 

 

 

Set of 4 NOS Valve Stem Extensions for ‘68-’73 
PO1 and PO2 Hubcaps  $175 per set (shipped to 
lower 48 states ) Call Dallas Keller               
(316-200-4125) 

 

 

1 Gallon of DuPont Lucite Acrylic Lacquer 
Paint.  DuPont Code 2930L 

1959 Corvette Crown Sapphire Turquoise 

1 full gallon - Mixed on 10/07/1982 

$250.00 

Kent - 316-393-2192 

 

 
—————————————–—————————————————————————————— 

WANTED: 
 

NONE 
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Swap ‘N Shop  

 
 
 
Did You Know Answer: (from page 2) 
 

Unlike past “all-new models which had 
carryover engines and drivelines,  the 
1997 Corvette had a completely new     
engine driving a rear transaxle, a Corvette 
first.  Virtually all interior, exterior and 
suspension components were redesigned 
for this vehicle.  The 1997 Corvette was 
the first with a genuine “dead pedal”, a 
rigid resting or bracing place for the    
driver’s left foot. 

 
 

Bowtie Breast Cancer  
Awareness Pins 

 
$5.00 each 
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Midway USA Calendar of Events - 2019 

2019 

Oct 12   Monthly Meeting OctoberFeast 

Oct 19   Nebraska Chapter Fall Judging Event, Omaha, NE 

Oct 24   Attitude Adjustment Night (?) 

Oct 24-26  Lone Star Regional in Frisco, Texas 

Nov 9   Monthly Meeting 

Dec 6   Christmas Party — Mike Rowley’s Car Condo Clubhouse 

Dec 14   Monthly Meeting — (? Discuss October 12) 

  

2020 

Jan 11   Chapter Meeting 

Feb 8   Chapter Meeting 

Feb 19-22  Florida Regional in Lakeland, FL 

Mar 14   Chapter Meeting 

April 11  Chapter Meeting and Spring Judging Meet 

May 9   Chapter Meeting 

May 14-16  Adirondack Regional in Latham, New York 

May 28-30  Rocky Mountain Regional in Loveland, Colorado 

Jun 6   Chapter Meeting and Annual Midway USA Charity Car Show 

Jun 11-13  North Central Regional in Rochester, Minnesota 

Jul 11   Chapter Meeting 

Jul 19-23  National Convention in French Lick, Indiana 

Aug 20-22  Northwest Regional in Redmond, OR 

Oct 22-24  Texas Regional in Frisco, TX 

2019 

& 2020 

Chapter 

Events 
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Member  _____________________________________________________________________  

Address  _________________________________  City: ______________________________  

State  ___________  Zip: __________ - ______  Email: ________________________________  

Home Phone ________________  Mobile _______________  

List of Corvettes: 

 Year  Color  Style  Additional Comments for Corvette 

  _____   _______________   _______   ________________________________________  

  _____   _______________   _______   ________________________________________  

Restoration Experience (if any) ____________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________  

     Date ___________  NCRS Member #  _______ 

National Corvette Restorers Society 

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS 
http://www.midwayusancrs.org 

Membership Application 

Chapter Membership Dues: 

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS ($20.00) __ Check # ____  Cash ______ 

Nat’l NCRS Membership is Required. Register by Internet http://www.ncrs.org/services/membership 

Nat’l NCRS Membership is $45.00  Register by Phone (513) 760-6277 

 

Mail this application and check written to Midway USA Chapter NCRS: 

Dale Green  -  Midway USA Membership Admin 

2105 N. Glen Wood Ct. 

Wichita, KS 67230-1771 

(316) 636-2410 

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS in Wichita, KS 
promotes the enjoyment, preservation and restoration of Chevrolet Corvettes. 

 We meet the 2nd Saturday of each month, 9:00 a.m. at Davis-Moore Chevrolet 8200 West Kellogg. 

 The National Corvette Restorers Society is a non-profit hobby group of thousands of families dedicated 

to the restoration, preservation, history and enjoyment of Corvettes.  Membership in the National               

Organization is required in order to join local chapters.  Below is the website for the National Organization. 

 The NCRS has organized Local Chapters around the world.  Local Chapters provide the opportunity to 

meet NCRS Members in your region who share your love of Corvettes and the restoration and enjoyment  

of these fantastic cars.  Chapters hold local events such as Judging Meets, Judging Schools, Road Tours  

and occasional social events. 

 If you wish to get the total NCRS experience you need to belong to one or more Local Chapters.  The 

NCRS membership is made up of people who join for the cars and continue for the wonderful friends they 

have made.  The easiest way to be part of that experience is through membership in Local Chapters. 

http://www.midwayusancrs.org
http://www.ncrs.org/shop

