
Chairman Ramblings- By Rick Smiley 

and VIN authentication. 

In April, Bev and I were on 
the road to the Carolina 
Chapter Regional in    
Greenville, SC.  Here to our 
surprise we met up with 
several of our chapter 
members.  This will be the 
location of the 2019 NCRS 
Nationals for those planning 
to attend. 

Later the same month some 
chapter members traveled 
to Tulsa Oklahoma for the 
Oklahoma Chapter judging 
meet. 

In May the Kellers and    
Smileys, led by Dave and Jo 
Houlhan, traveled to the 
NCRS Regional in        
Scottsdale, Arizona.  On this 
trip we found out what 
“CAUTION free range” 
meant.  Right Dave!  This 
too is where a herd of wild 

horse moseyed through the 
ops field and the next day 
we saw a herd of cattle go 
through the parking lot.  
Great trip! 

June was another busy 
month.  Our tour guides, 
Dave and Jo , headed to the 
NCRS Michigan Regional in 
Dearborn, Michigan.  While 
they were on the road the 
Chapter had our annual All 
Corvette Show.  The next 
day our Chapter took our  
annual Road Trip to the Lake 
Afton All Wheels Car Show. 

To round out June, Dave 
Dennis took his 63 FI      
roadster to the Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway for     
Bloomington Corvettes 
where he was awarded 
Bloomington Gold! 

July brought The  
(Continued on page 3) 

It is almost December and 
snow has already covered 
the ground.  What could be  
better?  This is my favorite 
time of year.  For me it is a 
time to look back and   
wonder what happened to 
2018.  For Bev and me, 
along with a few of our 
chapter members 2018 was 
a very busy year. 

In January we had members 
in the Cars for Charities Rod 
and Custom Car Show and 
helped with setup. There 
was the technical seminar 
on stainless trim repair and 
polishing. 

February brought our first 
judging school. 

March brought our first road 
trip to the Kansas City NCRS 
Chapter’s Judging School to 
see Al Greening’s      
presentation on stamp pad 
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NCRS Events Calendar 
 (National & Local) 

NCRS web site http://www.ncrs.org           
then click on the Events link. 
 
Or click the underline link for registration 
then enter your NCRS Forum credentials 
then click the event to register 
 

 Dec 8  Chapter Meeting 

 Dec 14 Chapter Christmas Party 

2019 
 

 Jan 12  Chapter Meeting 

 Feb 9  Chapter Meeting 

 Feb 20-23 Florida Regional - Lakeland, FL 

 Mar 9  Chapter Meeting 

 Mar 14-17 Judges Retreat—Grapevine, TX 

 Apr 11-13 Queen City Regional—Sharonville, OH 

 Apr 13  Chapter Meeting and Spring Judging Event 

 May 11  Chapter Meeting 

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc. 
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Chairman  Rick Smiley   (316) 729-8388 
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Treasurer  Dallas Keller   (316) 200-4125 

Judging   Dave Houlihan    (316) 682-9729 

    Bev Smiley  (316)-729-8388 
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Midway USA Chapter Merchandise 
Midway USA Chapter Banner 

10” x 20” is $8.00    13¼ “x 23½” is $11.00 

2’ x 5’ is $45.00    Prices good with $25 min 

order.     Prices include tax. 

X-Press Signs & Graphics 

5830 W. Hendryx Ave.  Wichita, KS  67209  

(316) 613-2360 

Midway USA Name Tag 

$7.00 + tax for either magnetic or pin type 

Can be purchased at Apple Graphix 

2429 W Douglas Ave  (316) 942-5426 

Judges Going Rogue at Frisco? - 1968 Frame Stencil - 

Dave Houlihan 

Can any of you Frisco travelers shed light on 
this? 

Recent post on NCRS Technical Discussion 
Board (TDB) - Frame Stencil [122010], member 
(owner) states he was informed at Lone Star      
Regional there is a new consensus “frame stencil 
was placed on the driver’s side of the frame”.  

Owner’s original stencil was on passenger side 
and he re-stenciled it there during restoration of 
his 1968.  Top Flight car in any case. 

Most all respondents comments to this TDB 
thread indicated never to have seen a C2/C3   
stencil on driver’s side (TDB had exception;  how-
ever, offering no evidence).   Thread had multiple 
assembly line photographs, over a variety of 
years, showing passenger side stencils.   Members 
also responded with photos of their original 
frames with passenger side stencils. 

My quick review of Judging Guides indicates all 
1963-1982 frame stencils were passenger side,  
exception being some early 1963 were driver side.  
1953-1962 frame stencils were driver side.   It 
seems like early 1963 was transition from driver 
to passenger side stencils. 

At our December meeting I’ll bring this topic up 
for discussion,  especially interested in what you 
may have seen on early 1963s.  If you can’t be at 
our meeting I’d appreciate an email.  Anybody 
hear about this new consensus in Frisco? 

Dave 

    All questions pertain to the color “white”. 
  Between 1953 and 2010, there have   

 been how many different names for 
 “white”?  Which has the most years 
 using that name and what is  
different about it?  Two names were 

 one year only, list the names and 
years. Bonus:  List all names and years used. 

 
 

Did You 

Know? 

Check out page 9 
for the answers 

 

http://www.ncrs.org/
https://www.ncrs.org/forums/register/event-subscription.php
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(Continued from page 1) 

NCRS Nationals in Las Vegas, Nevada.  Some members flew and some drove.  We drove along 
with Dave and Jo Houlihan and what a trip it was.  We drove through the mountains and the 
National Parks.  Just awesome!!!  At one point on the final day of our journey we               
encountered snow and 32 degree temperatures, only to see 105 degree temperatures within 
one hour as we approached Las Vegas.  To say our club had a great showing at Nationals 
would be an understatement.  

August saw Chapter members travel to Edmond, Oklahoma for an Oklahoma Chapter judging 
meet.  From there Dave and Tim Houlihan and I departed for Corvettes of Carlisle in Carlisle, 
Pennsylvania.  We ran into Chapter Member Brad Hillhouse who had been asked to bring his 
NCRS National Top Flight 68 Corvette for the 1968 special display.  By the way, this is by    
invitation only! 

September was our Chapter Judging meet and school.  We had two great cars with both  
earning Top Flight Awards. 

By October we started to slow down, a little.  There was the annual Eureka Springs weekend 
in Eureka Springs, Arkansas.  Our Chapter held our annual Octoberfeast, where we enjoyed 
good food and told lies.  And then we had the Texas Lone Star Regional in Frisco, Texas.  Bev 
decided to enter our 2000 at this regional for Flight Judging.  We had a lot of Chapter    
members there also.  Bev received her Top Flight with 97.6. 

We did finally slow down in November only having our monthly meeting. 

For December we have our meeting and annual Chapter Christmas dinner where once again 
we will enjoy great food and tell more lies. 

I have not included all the car shows and attitude adjustment nights our members attended.  
I do want to thank everyone that was able to make some if not all the above events.  If not 
for our members and all the things they do, this chapter would not be as great as it is.  Thank 
you all for a great year. 

When we left in April for Greenville, SC, our 2017 Tahoe had 15526 miles.  Today it has 
29611 miles.  Granted, not all of these are traveling to NCRS events, but 90% are.  Yes, I 
would say we traveled a lot.  

I was once told “as one gets older time seems to fly by”.  As I look back on 2018, it DID fly 
by.  Do not take this as an admission that I am getting older!  Just wiser! 

Thanks again everyone for a great year. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

Beverly and Rick Smiley 

 

 



Christmas Party Flyer 
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Members Provide 

Side dish or dessert to share (if        
undecided then bring a side dish) 

Beverage (can be alcohol) if you have a 
favorite other than the variety of 
beverages provide by the club 

Corvette to show off in the parking lot 

Club Will Provide 

Ham 

Variety of diet & non-diet soda pops 
and water 

Plastic ware including plates, cups & 
utensils.  Also napkins. 

  

 

2050 N Glen Wood ST, Wichita KS, 67230 

Starting from N. E. K96 & 21st North 

Go east on 21st ST 

Go past 127th ST approx. 1/3 mile 

Turn Right (south) into Reeds Cove 

Go two blocks and turn left into club house 

Directions 

 



2018 RECAP 

           JANUARY: 

Stainless Trim Repair & Polishing Tech Seminar  Cars for Charity Rod & Custom Car Show 

   FEBRUARY:             APRIL: 

 
 
Side Pipe  
Judging 
School 
 
 
 
 Oklahoma 
 Judgng  
 Meet 
 
 

 MAY 
 

Arizona Regional 
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2018 RECAP (continued) 

JUNE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Midway USA Chapter of NCRS Annual All Corvette Car Show 

JULY 

       Nationals in Las Vegas 
 

AUGUST 

   Fuelie Judging School 
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2018 RECAP (continued) 

        SEPTEMBER 

 
 
 
 

 Midway USA Fall Judging Meet 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         OCTOBER 

Frisco, Texas Regional   
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My Dream for National Top Flight Award Becomes Real—Brad Hillhouse (Lincoln, NE) 

For at least 30 years, I have always dreamed of owning a Corvette that could attain a National 
Top Flight award.  After 16 years of NCRS membership and thousands of hours into my             
restoration, I was finally headed to Las Vegas in July 2018 for my first NCRS National Convention 
with my 1968 Corvette L71 Convertible.  After a 3-day drive, a 5 day convention, a 100% Ops 
score, the Wednesday night Awards banquet found me on the stage receiving my Top Flight 
award.  WOW!  What a feeling of accomplishment and joy.  I was literally walking on air for 
weeks.  It was an amazing feeling knowing that finally after all that time I had achieved a life 
long goal and soon my name would be published in the NCRS Corvette Restorer magazine with a 
Top Flight designation next to my name.   

Much to my horror, when the Fall 2018 edition of the NCRS Corvette Restorer hit my mailbox, 
what did I see on page 42 with the National Convention results?  1968, Hillhouse, Brad, Oceanside 
California, 2nd Flight.  ARRGGGGHHHHH!  Most of you know that I am from Lincoln Nebraska, not 
from Oceanside and I sure didn’t get a 2nd Flight.  WHAT HAPPENED??  Well, upon further          
examination, it appeared that the spreadsheet grid from the names to the address and Flight 
Score were out of alignment.  Not only me, but a whole bunch of guys had both names and       
locations out of order.  (Of course, mine was the only 2nd Flight out of the bunch!)   

I talked with Vinnie Peters on the NCRS Forums and he assured me it was a simple mistake and 
that it would be fixed in a future issue of the Restorer.  I understand that mistakes happen, and I 
wasn’t mad, its just the way it goes, and I looked forward to the next issue.   

While at the NCRS Texas Regional in Frisco TX in October, it hit me that Vinnie was there, I had 
my copy of the Restorer with me, and maybe this was my golden opportunity for Vinnie to make it 

 right with me.  I caught up with 
 Vinnie and had my Sharpie pen  
 ready!  Vinnie was gracious enough 
 to autograph my issue of the   
 Restorer with the words: “It Really 
 Was a Top Flight!”.  Now I have a 
 fantastic story about my first     
 National Top Flight and a great 
 memento to hang on my trophy 
 wall with my beautiful Top Flight 
 Ribbon.    

 As it’s been said a thousand times:  
 Come for the cars, stay for the 
 people! Thank you, Vinnie!   

 Brad Hillhouse 
           

mailto:info.midwayusa@midwayusancrs.org
http://www.midwayusancrs.org


2019 Midway USA Calendar— Pictures Needed 

Good morning everyone, as most you know Kent puts together a calendar for our 
NCRS group.  Problems is he needs some photos.  So if you have some interesting 
photos of your car or a restoration project please send them to Kent. 

kmichael1@cox.net. 

Surely there are some photos from Nationals, Regionals, Bloomington and Carlisle 
floating around.  This does not count some of the restorations that are in progress. 

Thanks, Smiley 
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Midway USA Chapter of NCRS dues are now due.  Yearly 
dues are only $20.00.  Please bring to the December  

meeting or the Christmas Party or mail to Dallas Keller. 
 

Please remember, you must be a member of NCRS  
Nationals in order to be a member of our chapter.  If you 

are unsure when your National dues expire, check on 
NCRS.org or contact Dale Green. 

 

Thanks to all the members who have already paid their 
2019 dues. 

 

2019 Midway USA Dues 

All questions pertain to the color “white”. 
 Between 1953 and 2010, there have been how many different names for “white”?  Answer (9) 
 

 Which has the most years using that name and what is different about it?  Answer ( Artic White 
 and was used two different time periods with Speedway White in between) 
 

 Two names were one year only, list the name and year.  Answers ( Polar White—1968 and  
 Can-Am White — 1969) 
 
Bonus:  Name all 9 names.  Polo White (53-57), Snowcrest White (58-59), Ermine White (60-67), 
Polar White (68), Can-Am White (69), Classic White (70-79), White (80-82,84-92), Artic White  
(93-00, 04-10), and Speedway White (01-03). 

Did You Know?  From page 2 

mailto:kmichael1@cox.net


 
Bowtie Breast Cancer awareness pins. 

 
$5.00 each. 

 

FOR SALE: 

1968 Only Wheels  (2) K18 5 13 AG—$300 pair, 
(4) K17 12 20 AG—$650 set, and (4) AG stamp 
only—$600 set. 

Call Dallas Keller  (316) 200-4125 
 

——————————————————————————–———————————————— 

 

WANTED: 
Your unwanted Restorer Magazines. 
Call Dallas Keller  (316) 200-4125 
 
2000 Corvette wheels preferably polished. 
2-17x81/2 and 2-18x91/2 
Call Rick Smiley  (316) 689-2869 
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Seen for Sale on Ebay!!!!!!!!! 

Swap ‘N Shop 



The November 2018 monthly meeting was held on the 10th, and called to order at 9:00 A.M. by 
our chapter Chairman, Rick Smiley.  Sixteen of the faithful, or the not very busy club members, 
were in attendance. 

Old Business: 

 

Rick welcomed everyone and especially David Goodwin and Bob Mayle who can’t always be  
counted as one of the regulars.  Hey, I got an idea.  Why doesn’t someone nominate them for 
an office when they are not in attendance and maybe that would make them a regular!  Being 
an officer of such a prestigious organization makes your head swell and, in order to get the 
praise you are entitled to, ensures that you attend as many meetings as possible.  Why, just 
look at our Chairman! 

Dallas Keller, being our current Treasurer and hopefully our future one, was asked to update us as 
to our financial stability, which he had no problem doing.  He said our current balance was 
$2131.60, which included our $100.00 lying in savings.  He told us that he still has not filed for 
matching funds from the National organization for our charitable contribution because he still 
had not received a receipt for it.  It took them forever to cash the check and he might just use 
that instead of a receipt.  Not according to the instructions, but maybe a possible solution to 
end the delay. 

Rick announced that Dale Green, our Membership Chairman and all around helpful good guy, 
can’t make the meeting today, nor will he be able to attend our Christmas party scheduled at 
“his” community club house on December 14 due to his work schedule.  Listen here Dale’s em-
ployer, this situation has to change.  If you don’t think so, ask Cathy Green, who happens to be 
his wife.  Well, Dale has authorized Cathy to use his clubhouse key, which he is in charge of, to 
let us in.  Otherwise, we’ll be out in the cold!  Let’s hope Cathy will not only let us in, but join 
us in the usual frivolity that our club enjoys at these limited social events. 

According to Rick, our club was well represented at the Frisco, TX, Judging Event held in late   
October which had about 79 cars registered.  One of them belonged to Bev Smiley, Midway 
USA’s Co-Judging Chairperson.  She managed to wrestle a Blue Ribbon out of the National 
Judging Chairman’s hands as revealed in a picture in the November Midway USA Tune Up  
newsletter.  Speaking of pictures, did you see the pics from someone’s old album in that same 
newsletter?  Hope this will not start a new trend.  I believe the plea for articles from club 
members were for “newsworthy” informative pieces, not stuff from “out of the past”!  Let’s 
look toward our futures.  Oh, that’s kind of bleak too, isn’t it? 

 Rick pointed out that nominations for the club’s officers were talked about at the last meeting, 
which had a meager attendance, so the current set of four were kind of drafted-in again.  That 
means, the majority of you did not have a say, but you will have when it comes up to a vote in 
January.  That gives all of you a chance to nominate someone who isn’t in attendance at the 
December 8th meeting.  Maybe we should do a “mid-term” election too!  How about redoing 
this exercise in futility in June?  Or, let’s consider some kind of an Electoral College.  It may 
not represent the majority of the votes, but who cares? 

New Business: 

This isn’t new business, but I need something here so I’m going to start with the Christmas Party, 
which most of us knew, and now all of us know, will not be incorporated with our so called 
business meeting.  In other words, our regular meeting will be held as usual on the second   
Saturday of the month, which this December is the 8th.  Whereas the party is to be on the    
Friday FOLLOWING the meeting, which is the 14th.  It is a pot-luck type dinner with attendees 
bringing a side dish which of course includes desserts and the club supplies the main 

                      (continue on page 12) 
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Meeting Minutes  -  Midway USA Chapter of NCRS, Inc. 
Minutes Prepared By Jim Coote 



(continued from page 11) 

dish and drinks.  If you have a drink preference besides sodas and water, bring whatever you like 
that goes with ham.  Speaking of desserts, did you all get a taste of Jo Houlihan’s pumpkin 
cake?  It was so delicious at the Octoberfeast that someone persuaded Jo to bring a cake to 
November’s meeting.  If you missed it, you must have missed two meetings in a row!  Try not 
to let it happen again or you might get nominated for one of the four prestigious board        
positions. 

Apparently Rick ran out of stimulating thoughts so he turned the meeting over to our Vice-
Chairman and Co-Judging Chairperson, Dave Houlihan, to enlighten us on what one of his      
recent emails brought to his attention.  To those of us who don’t pay as much attention to 
what has or is happening in the Corvette world, Dave stays tuned to Bloomington Corvettes, 
NCRS activities and Corvettes at Carlisle.  This email revealed that Carlisle is going to be hold-
ing an event at “Sun N Fun” in Lakeland, FL at the same time and place as NCRS is scheduled 
to hold a Regional Judging Event.  That sounds like a lot of clutter to me, especially when you 
realize that “C of C” doesn’t stand for Corvettes of Carlisle, it stands for Cars of Carlisle, 
which includes Ford and Plymouth products.  Probably the only ones that this will matter to in 
our group are the Houlihans, as they are the only ones that will probably be there.  Guess Dave 
just thinks that we need to be up to date on what is happening in and to our hobby.  Maybe it 
was just so that he could get the opportunity to tell us that Jo brought us a cake to enjoy.  
Thanks for both Dave, especially the cake.  And thank Jo for us in case some of us forgot to 
thank her. 

Bev was asked by her favorite beau to tell about her experience at the Judging Event in Frisco.  
She declined until she remembered her experience with some mental confrontations with the 
judges of her exhaust tips.  Can you imagine that?  Exhaust tips!  Bev, why didn’t you just    
enter your 2000 sleek and shiny black hard top coupe in the Modified Class?  They would have 
ignored your tips and whatever else they might have found that caused some deductions. 

Dave reminded us about the Judging Retreat in TX in March.  Several of us are planning on at-
tending since we have heard it is such a good school.  Some are attending for a second time to 
be sure they learned all they could.  Or could it be for the points?  At any rate, the classes are 
limited to something like 300 and they fill up fast.  To learn more, check with Dave or Rick. 

We were informed that following the meeting, Mike Rowley has a presentation for us concerning 
the NEMA show held recently in Vegas.  He is a frequenter of the show so we should be able to 
learn something about which little is known unless you have attended once or more. 

Dallas chirped in some more news by stating that we have a new date and hours for the car show 
in June.  Instead of doing it the second Saturday in June as has been our habit, it is moving to 
June 1st so as to not be in competition with the Riverfest event which now incorporates the 
original Blacktop National Car Show.  The hours will be 9 A.M to 1 P.M.  We hope these changes 
will enable more Corvette owners to attend our show. 

 

Thirty-two minutes after starting, we covered all of the above business.  Wow, Rick really runs an 
all inclusive meeting and succinctly too!  Let’s keep him in office for at least another year.  
Thanks.  So, by 9:32 AM the meeting was adjourned and it was Mike’s turn to entertain us with his 
presentation. 
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2018 - Midway USA Calendar of Events - 2019 

 

2018  

Dec 8   Monthly Meeting 

Dec 14   Christmas Party (Dale Green’s HOA Clubhouse) 

 

There will be no Attitude Adjustment Night in November or December. 
 

2019 

Jan 12   Monthly Meeting 

Feb 9   Monthly Meeting 

Feb 20-23  Florida Regional in Lakeland, Florida 

Mar 9   Monthly Meeting 

Mar 14-17  Judges Retreat, Grapevine, Texas 

Apr 11-13  Queen City Regional in Sharonville, Ohio 

Apr 13   Monthly Meeting & Judging Event (?) 

May 11   Monthly Meeting 

May 16-18  New England Regional in Boston, Massachusetts 

Jun 1    Midway USA Chapter Car Show 

Jun 8   Monthly Meeting (?)  Need to discuss at November Meeting 

Jul 14-19  National Convention in Greenville, South Carolina 

Jul 13   Monthly Meeting (?)  Need to discuss at November Meeting 

Aug 10   Monthly Meeting 

Sep 14   Monthly Meeting & Judging Event (?) 

Sep 19-21  Northern California Regional in Lake Tahoe, California 

Oct 12   Monthly Meeting 

Oct 24-26  Texas Regional in Frisco, Texas 

Nov 9   Monthly Meeting 

 

2018-19 

Chapter 

Event 

Schedule 
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Member  ______________________________________________________________________ 

Address  _________________________________  City: _______________________________ 

State  ___________  Zip: __________ - ______  Email: _________________________________ 

Home Phone ________________  Mobile _______________  

List of Corvettes: 

 Year  Color  Style  Additional Comments for Corvette 

 _____   _______________   _______   _________________________________________ 

 _____   _______________   _______   _________________________________________ 

Restoration Experience (if any) _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

     Date ___________  NCRS Member #  _______ 

National Corvette Restorers Society 

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS 
http://www.midwayusancrs.org 

Membership Application 

Chapter Membership Dues: 

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS ($20.00) __ Check # ____  Cash ______ 

Nat’l NCRS Membership is Required. Register by Internet http://www.ncrs.org/services/membership 

Nat’l NCRS Membership is $45.00  Register by Phone (513) 760-6277 

 

Mail this application and check written to Midway USA Chapter NCRS: 

Dale Green  -  Midway USA Membership Admin 

2105 N. Glen Wood Ct. 

Wichita, KS 67230-1771 

(316) 636-2410 

Midway USA Chapter of NCRS in Wichita, KS 
promotes the enjoyment, preservation and restoration of Chevrolet Corvettes. 

 We meet the 2nd Saturday of each month, 9:00 a.m. at Davis-Moore Chevrolet 8200 West Kellogg. 

 The National Corvette Restorers Society is a non-profit hobby group of thousands of families dedicated 

to the restoration, preservation, history and enjoyment of Corvettes.  Membership in the National               

Organization is required in order to join local chapters.  Below is the website for the National Organization. 

 The NCRS has organized Local Chapters around the world.  Local Chapters provide the opportunity to 

meet NCRS Members in your region who share your love of Corvettes and the restoration and enjoyment  

of these fantastic cars.  Chapters hold local events such as Judging Meets, Judging Schools, Road Tours  

and occasional social events. 

 If you wish to get the total NCRS experience you need to belong to one or more Local Chapters.  The 

NCRS membership is made up of people who join for the cars and continue for the wonderful friends they 

have made.  The easiest way to be part of that experience is through membership in Local Chapters. 

http://www.midwayusancrs.org
http://www.ncrs.org/shop

